NORWICH DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION OF RINGERS
STANDING COMMITTEE MEETING
Location: Zoom Meeting. – 6pm 1st May 2021
PRESENT
Paul Cubitt - President
Dawn Pullan – Treasurer
Nikki Thomas – General Secretary Judy Farrimond – Eastern Branch
Richard Turk – Ringing Master
Katie Wright – Safeguarding Officer
Martin Farrimond – Webmaster
Peter Jackson – Kings Lynn
Richard Carter - Peal Secretary
Apologies Aubrey Forster, Tom Davis, Betty Baines, Adrian Ing, Sian Astley.
1.

Paul Cubitt welcomed everyone to the meeting.

2.

Minutes of the last Meeting – No progress as yet with tower maintenance video being
arranged by Richard Turk who is to approach Chris Richmond for assistance.

3.

In Memoriam
 No notifications received since the last meeting.

4.

Conflicts of Interest
 Nikki Thomas – MRDC

5.

Officers’ Reports
 Paul Cubitt gave an update on the situation at Aylsham. Work was being carried out to
modify the bearings and to drill out the crown staples on a couple of bells. Cracks have
now been found in 7 of the bells and now further funding is needed to carry out the extra
emergency work. Paul has advised the Parish they have three options; weld the cracks in
the bells, look to buy a replacement set of bells from a redundant church or to have a
new set of bells cast. This could be seen as a great opportunity to improve the ring of 10
at Aylsham.
 Nikki Thomas reported that with lockdown being eased it is hoped MRDC will open from
the 17th May and she will be un-furloughed. A survey has been carried out by Catherine
Sturgess as to the current situation at our towers within the Diocese and support being
offered to those who ask for it. Use of Ringing Room for weekly Association practices has
continued as well as continued enthusiasm for handbell ringing. Following the death of
Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh many of our churches tolled as a mark of respect. This
has been recorded on Bellboard.
 Richard Turk thanked Nikki for continuing with the online ringing sessions and he is very
much looking forward to getting back to ringing in person.
 Dawn Pullan has submitted a gift aid claim for £775.75, this figure is less than in previous
years as the number of subscriptions collected has been much lower due to the lack of
ringing during the pandemic.
 Katie Wright (Safeguarding Officer) had no new issues to report. The CCCBR has issued
new guidance to cover online ringing, Katie will circulate this via the NDA mailing list and
post to the NDA Ringers Facebook page.
 Richard Carter reported that there has been just the one peal so far this year.
 Martin Farrimond only has the Association AGM on the website and no other events for
the rest of the year. It was suggested that each branch plans to plan and hold at least one
event in order to get back to normal ringing and socialising.

6.

NDA Report
The following had been received by Sian and some is still outstanding.
 Some of the peal information, this has been forwarded to Sian.
 General Secretary report needs an extra sentence concerning ringers who died in 2020







President’s Report
Trustees’ Report
Ringing Master’s report
Accounts and Independent Examiners Report are completed, Dawn to forward to Sian.
Eastern branch information is complete but the other branches are not, however,
corrections can be made after the report is published online
Nikki to forward the draft copy of the report to branch secretaries so they can forward any
missing information to Sian.

7.

Ringing as the lockdown rules are relaxed
Prior to the meeting the following were circulated with the agenda
 Ringing as we come out of Lockdown https://cccbr.org.uk/2021/04/21/guidance-from17th-may-england/
 Survival and Recovery. Newsletter and Toolbox https://cccbr.org.uk/2021/04/22/survivalrecovery-news-sheet-issue-5/
 The Survival and Recovery Survey.
 Paul Cubitt, now Vicar at Dereham, suggested holding an Association Carol Service, this
would be in addition to the excellent Wilby Carol Service that has been held in The
Southern Branch for many years. Paul suggested that towers be open during the day
culminating in a Carol service and ringers tea, subject to restrictions being lifted.

8.

Events in 2021
 The AGM will be held in Kings Lynn on 28th August 2021. Peter Jackson reported that
Kings Lynn Minster has been approached re holding the AGM and that plans are in place,
although still waiting to hear if Thoresby College is available, due to the current
restrictions it is temporarily closed.
 Following the lifting of restrictions in June look at the possibility of reinstating the
excellent monthly Saturday practices and other events that had been established prior to
the pandemic.
1. Felmingham/Hethersett Surprise Major
2. Gressenhall Doubles and Minor
3. Western Branch Striking Competition
 Each branch to look to arrange at least one event to bring members together to ring and
socialise.

9.

Activity report from MRDC.
Prior to the meeting this report was circulated, it was put together by the MRDC
management committee as requested following receipt of the grant from the NDAR
Education Fund. It is hoped that MRDC will be open from 17th May supporting ringers as they
resume ringing following the pandemic. Richard Carter has already started planning to
resume visits to schools with the Carter Campanile.

10.

Grant Applications
 None recieved

11.

Any Other Business
 Peter Jackson asked if there has been a date for the 2022 Ridgman Trophy, Nikki to follow
this up.

12.

Date and place of the next meeting – 10am 24th July 2021 Diocesan House.

