Norwich Diocesan Association of Ringers
Standing Committee
Minutes of a Meeting held at Diocesan House, Easton on 15th February, 2014
Present
In the chair:

Peter Adcock (President)

Chris Harrison (General Secretary)
NDA Trustees:

Vice Presidents:
Eastern Branch:
Northern Branch:
Southern Branch
Western Branch
Belfry Advisory Committee:
Central Council Representative
Peal Secretary
Report Secretary
Diocesan Adviser on Bells
1.

Jenny Brunger (Treasurer)
Les Cook (Librarian)
Maureen Gardiner
Rosemary Ditchman
Rosemary Charles
David McLean
Gillian Waldron
Betty Baines MBE, Steve Day, Roy Wiles
Stephen Rabong, Katie Wright
Alyson Booth, Barbara Hollis, Mike Hollis, Ben Trent
David Hillier, Elizabeth Spry
Linda Ballard, Celia Barker, Brian Laing, Bridget Yates,
Aubrey Forster (Chairman), Anita Piper
Michael Hodgkinson
Kenny Frostwick
Judith Frostwick
Peter Trent

Chairman’s opening remarks

The President welcomed members and commended the strong attendance at this meeting. He
expressed his gratitude for all the work done by members of the committee over the year.
2.

Apologies for absence

Apologies were received from Liz Sutherland, Ted Curson, Jim Morley, Keith Shaw, David Lord,
Ann – Marie Webb, David Webb, Gale Hodgkinson, Kathleen Tebble, Norman Cossey,
Gilbert Larter and Owen Needham
2.

In Memoriam

The committee stood in silence to remember Roger Peckham of Ashill and Sam Flatman of
Garboldisham, both members of the Association who had passed away since the last meeting:
3.

Minutes – 5th October, 2013 (previously circulated)

Correction: David Smith should read David Hillier. With this amendment, the minutes were
approved as a correct record
4.

Matters arising

There were none.
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5.

Officers’ Reports:

5.1

General Secretary

The Secretary, with the unanimous support of the committee, congratulated Betty Baines on her
recent award of a MBE for services to ringing.
He informed members that Association badges were now available to members at £5 each. 25
silver and 25 bronze badges would be distributed to representatives of each Branch. Income from
sales should be returned to the Association Treasurer annually. He also distributed books of raffle
tickets for the annual Grand Draw to Branch representatives and asked committee members to
encourage people to offer prizes for the draw.
The Secretary read to the committee a letter received from Barbara Cattermole and her
daughters thanking all those involved in setting up the Paul Cattermole Fund. (See Annex A)
He brought to the committee’s attention a letter received from the Ringing Foundation requesting
financial support (previously circulated by email). Committee members considered the request
but felt unable to contribute at this stage. The Secretary will respond accordingly.
Finally, the Secretary reminded members of dates of future events:
Quarter Peal Week: 20th – 26th April; He would collate records for the Ringing World.
Association AGM: May 3rd at Pakefield. Details will be circulated to Branches.
Trafalgar Peal Week: 19th – 25th October
5.2

Ringing Master

No report was received. The committee agreed to defer discussion of issues that she raised at
the previous Standing Committee meeting to a future occasion.
5.3

Treasurer

The Treasurer reported that income from subscriptions had declined in 2013/14, so the increases
agreed from 2014 were timely. Administration costs had increased relative to the previous year
by £371. This included some special expenses as well as increased running costs.
She told the meeting that she would stand down at the next AGM. The President expressed the
committee’s warm appreciation of her achievements in the post.
5.4

Librarian

Les Cook reported on three projects. The first is the rebinding of Tintinnalogia. A binder had
been selected and re-binding would be complete at the end of March at a cost of £170.
The second project was the work of indexing and cross-referencing library contents. This is
ongoing and will be complete by year end.
The third is a proposal (circulated by email) to continue Paul Cattermole’s work on cataloguing
and publishing information on the towers and bells of Norfolk. He asked for volunteers to join a
small group to consider and validate the material available and prepare it for publication.
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The proposed target is 4-5 monographs published online by year end. Committee members
agreed to inform other ringers and encourage anyone interested to volunteer to work with Les.
5.5

Report Secretary

Judy Frostwick reported that preparations for the publication of the 2013 Annual Report was well
underway, despite some minor cartographical issues to be resolved.
5.6

Peal Secretary

Kenny Frostwick presented his analysis of peals rung in the Association in 2013.
65 peals were rung, 56 on tower bells and nine on handbells.
Five members rang their first peals: Samantha Keable, (South Walsham), Brendan Lally
(Kessingland), Rebekah Larner and Rebecca Ritchie (Hethersett) and Claire Willets (Gressenhall).
A number of Association ringers reached personal milestones in numbers of peals rung for the
Association:
David McLean: 400
Neil Thomas: 250
Gilbert Larter: 200
David Brown: 150
Peter Sawyer, Simon Smith, and Keith Tinsey: 50
Methods rung for the first time for the Association included variations of Antelope Doubles, Holt
Delight Major (first in the method), Deva Surprise Major, Via Gellia Surprise Major, Wigston
Surprise Major and Brunel Caters (the first peal of Caters in this principle).
He congratulated the ringers at Loddon, the leading quarter peal tower in Norfolk. Ringing at this
tower also included a peal of Stedman Triples with five firsts and also a peal of Lincolnshire
Surprise Major with six firsts and a first as conductor in the method.
5.7

NDA Webmaster

David Lord sent a report which was presented by the Secretary and discussed by the committee.
Members supported his plan to include on the website brief descriptions and photos of towers.
There was a discussion on how best to collect these. Some of the recent material collected for
the calendars might be used (where digital content including photos is still available). Mike
Hodgkinson agreed to see what he held. Otherwise, individual tower correspondents should be
asked to contribute appropriate material.
There have been a number of requests to add tower contacts. In order to do that, each contact
must give permission for personal details to be published on the site. This would be best done by
an email from each correspondent to the webmaster with a request for his/her details to be
added. This could be publicised at Branch meetings.
6.

Meeting of Trustees

The Committee received a report of a Trustees meeting held on the 6th November, 2013
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7.

Bell Restoration – Belfry Advisory Committee

Aubrey Forster reported on the activities of the Advisory Committee. He had had the pleasure of
contributing £10,000 to Saxlingham Nethergate, made up of a grant towards the project and a
donation from the Paul Cattermole Fund. The Paul Cattermole Bell now forms the treble of a
lovely ring of eight. The bells have now been rung to a peal, when he had the privilege of ringing
the treble. The Saxlingham ringers would welcome visiting ringers to try the new bells.
Saxlingham and Foxley bells were dedicated by Bishop Graham on 26th January in events well
publicised in the Easter Daily Press.
Aubrey reported that Cromer bells are out, two new bells have been cast, and the local team led
very ably by Gilbert Larter have done a considerable amount of work in support of the bell hanging
and to improve sound control. The bells should return in May.
He also reported on other work in progress:











Great Yarmouth’s tenor is being set on new bearings.
Aylsham’s clappers are being removed and other maintenance work is being done by
Whitechapel. The bells will be back in use by April, and in the meantime ringing is at Marsham.
A number of improvements have been made at Wiveton, where Aubrey has fitted guides for the
ropes in the silent chamber following a refurbishment by Taylors.
Thorpe St Andrew has a chiming guild and the bells are heard, although they are unlikely to be
returned to full circle ringing. There will be an opportunity to visit and see the bells in the
summer (contact him for details).
Work has been done at Surlingham which resolved the issue of damage done to a ladder by
visiting ringers.
At St Giles in Norwich the second stage work on the tower is finished and the bells are able
to be rung again.
At Mancroft the overhaul by Whitechapel is complete.
Martham bells are now back in action.
At Lyng however the tower work is on-going and the bells are still not fit for use.
At Gissing there is the prospect of a new start to enable six-bell ringing.

Finally, he told the meeting that Forncett St Mary is now preparing to receive a re-installed bell in
memory of Harold Turner and Tony Baines. The Secretary read out a draft letter which it is
planned will be sent to those parishes where Harold and Tony had worked to install and maintain
bells, usually for no or minimal charge. The letter seeks donations towards the £2500 needed to
hang the bell. The Committee was happy to support the initiative which is aimed to recover the
costs incurred by the Bell Fund in this work.
8.

Any Other Business

Mike Hodgkinson reported that calendar sales had yielded a profit this year. Success continues to
depend on material being supplied for the towers featured and Branch organisation of sales.
The Association AGM in 2015 will coincide with the anniversary of the first peal rung at St Peter
Mancroft, which was also the first peal rung in England (1619).
Betty Baines has agreed to organise this year’s Open Towers Day, likely to be in August, in
Western towers in aid of the Paul Cattermole Fund.
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Aubrey Forster reported that Theo Crowder had agreed to take over the administration of the
parish affiliation scheme from Jenny Forster whose contribution over 30 years was warmly
commended by committee members.
Roy Wiles said that work on Hethersett’s chancel roof would begin in August for three months
but should not restrict access for ringing. He clarified the position on peal ringing at Hethersett.
This is available provided requested times do not clash with other activities in the church.
There being no other business, the meeting closed at 4.10pm.
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Annex A
th

to the Minutes of a Meeting of the Standing Committee on the 15 February 2014

8th February 2014
Dear Peter
I understand that the NDA has a meeting of the Standing Committee today and I would like
you to record at the Meeting my most sincere thanks to all those members who were
involved in any way in setting up the Trust Fund in memory of Paul, which has culminated
in the casting of the new treble bell at Saxlingham.
Special thanks must be extended to those who had the vision, love and commitment to
set up the Fund in the first place. I cannot possibly individually thank all those ringers and
friends across the county and beyond, who have worked so hard to make this happen
because it would be easy to leave someone out. l, and Alice and Sarah, feel that the bell is
a very fitting and wonderful memorial to Paul who I know would have been humbled to
think that his memory had been honoured in such a way by the NDA. I cannot thank you all
enough.
He too would have been delighted that Saxlingham bells are now in tune!
I hope the Fund continues to be able to support the things which were so dear to his
heart; that bells may continue to ring out in churches across the county and that the library
will continue to support scholarly research.
Yours very sincerely
Barbara
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