NORWICH DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION OF RINGERS
STANDING COMMITTEE
Minutes of a Meeting held at Diocesan House, Easton,
on the 13th October, 2001
PRESENT
David Heighton (President, in the Chair)
David McLean (General Secretary)
Michael Stokes (Treasurer)
Jeremy Warren (Ringing Master)
Aubrey Forster (Technical Adviser)
Vice-Presidents:
Peter Adcock, Frank Arnold, Norman Cossey, Shirley Drew, Jocelyn Gardiner
Eastern Branch:
Tony Crawford, Martin Dennison, Elizabeth High, Neil Thomas
Northern Branch:
Mike Broad, Roger Broadest, Steve Day, Roy Wiles.
Southern Branch:
Betty Baines, Christine Hales, Philip Thompson
Western Branch:
Helen Riley, Simon Rudd, Bridget Yates
Central Council Representatives:
Geoff Drew, Gale Hodgkinson, Mike Hodgkinson, David Riley
The meeting began at 2.14 p.m., with prayers.
1.

Apologies

Apologies for absence were recorded from: Paul Cattermole (Librarian), Ray Finch, Judy Frostwick (Report
Secretary), Kenny Frostwick (Peal Secretary), Gilbert Larter, Owen Needham, Frank Phillippo and Kathleen
Tebble.
2.

Minutes

The Minutes of the meeting held on the 10th February, 2001, were approved and signed by the Chairman.
3.

Matters Arising – Members' Insurance – Certification of Ringing Trainers

The General Secretary reported that no response had been received to the letter to the Central Council of
Church Bell Ringers, setting out the Association's reservations about the certification of ringing trainers. It
was understood that the proposal had been shelved.
4.

Matters Arising – Association Form of Service

Gale Hodgkinson said that the draft proposals for the Association Form of Service had been referred to the
Diocese, but there was no further progress to report.
5.

Matters Arising – St. Peter Hungate Museum

A letter from the Norfolk Museums Service about the bells in the former museum at St. Peter Hungate.
Museum was read to the meeting. The letter explained the arrangements under which the bells were held by
the Museums Service and indicated that they would probably be displayed at one or more museums at some
later date.
6.

125th Anniversary – Memorabilia

On a reference from the Annual General Meeting, the President on action taken to produce a commemorative
mug for the 125th anniversary of the Association. A supply of 640 mugs could be obtained from Norfolk China
at a cost of £1.99 + VAT, which, if sold at £4.50, would generate a profit of approximately £2 per mug for the
Association. A suggestion was made that a round figure of £5.00 would be reasonable.

1.

Design work for the mug had been carried out by Ruth Ogden to incorporate the images of the three churches
on the Association's membership certificate (St. Nicholas, Great Yarmouth, St. Margaret's, King's Lynn and
St. Peter Mancroft, Norwich). As this would have left only the Southern Branch unrepresented, consideration
had been given to the inclusion of a fourth image. Historically, Redenhall was appropriate, but
representations had been made on behalf of Diss and submitted by Kathleen Tebble in a letter which the
President read to the meeting. A discussion ensued on the relative merits and on the views of other
Branches. It was also commented that perhaps all four Branches should be entitled to choose their
representative tower. The meeting also discussed whether or not the image of St. Nicholas, Great Yarmouth
should include the original spire
It was agreed:
•

That the production of 640 commemorative mugs for the Association's 125th anniversary in 2002,
for sale at £5.00 each, be approved.

•

That the image of The Assumption, Redenhall be incorporated in the design with the three
churches on the Association's certificate of membership and that the image of St. Nicholas,
Great Yarmouth be in its current form, with no spire.

The President concluded the debate by recording his thanks to Sheila Curson, for her original work to
investigate the production of commemorative mugs, to Ruth Ogden for assistance with the design, and to
Owen Needham, who had offered to assist with storage, stock control and distribution of the mugs.
7.

Radio Transmitters in Towers

In response to a request from the Western Branch, the Standing Committee discussed concerns about the
prospect of church towers being used for the installation of radio masts for mobile telephone systems. As well
as the safety issues relating to the effects of transmissions, there was also concern about the invasive nature
of the installations. Simon Rudd cited a case in the Western Branch in which the installation of an aerial mast
and the occupation of space in the tower by the associated equipment had only come to the attention of the
local ringers by chance. It was known that the Norwich Diocese had invited churches to sign up for collective
negotiations and there was concern that the practical implications of installations, fittings and wiring in relation
to bell installations might be overlooked, particularly in those churches which had no local ringers. The
Diocese need to be made aware of the practicalities and encouraged to involve the Diocesan Bells Adviser at
an early stage, to ensure proper liaison with the interests of the bell-ringers.
It was agreed that the General Secretary would write to the Diocese to record the concerns of the Association
about the practical implications of placing radio masts and transmitting equipment in close proximity to bell
installations and ringing chambers.
8.

President’s Report

The President reported his satisfaction with the Striking Competition on the 22nd September and recorded his
congratulation to the Weston Longville band. He reported that only two Association peals had been rung for
the 101st birthday of H.R.H. Queen Elizabeth the Queen Mother. In general, he was pleased with the activity
of the Association and hoped that the efforts of the ringers recruited for the Millennium would be maintained.
9.

Correspondence

The General Secretary said that, following the Annual General Meeting, he had written to all newly elected
Honorary Life Members. A letter of thanks had been received from Bill Jackson, which he read to the
meeting.
10. Ringing Matters
The Ringing Master said that he was very pleased with the Striking Competition on the 22nd September and
hoped that the success of the day would encourage more teams to enter next year.
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11. 1,000 Association Peals – Frank Arnold
The Ringing Master reported that Frank Arnold had recently rung his 1,000th peal for the Association. Only
Nolan Golden and Bill Barrett had previously achieved such a record, which was no easy task in rural Norfolk.
The Ringing Master was pleased to record the Association's congratulations, to which Frank Arnold
responded with thanks.
12. Financial Matters
The Treasurer presented interim financial statements to the end of September, 2000 and advised that income
was keeping pace with expenditure. A bequest had been made to the Association by the late Frank Pearson
of Bunwell. It was understood to be a general bequest but the exact amount, believed to be approximately
£5,000, had not yet been received.
It was agreed to take no action regarding the application of the bequest until the money was received.
13. Financial Matters – 100 Club
Betty Baines reported that the 100 Club had so far raised over £1,000, but had not yet attained the
100-member level.
14. Librarian's Report
In the absence of the Librarian, the General Secretary reported receipt of a message that all was well with the
Library's affairs.
15. Report Secretary's Report
In the absence of the Report Secretary, the meeting considered whether to include details of special ringing
following the terrorist attacks in the U.S.A. on the 11th September in the Annual Report, but decided that the
matter should be dealt with by an acknowledgement in the Ringing Master's annual report.
16. Central Council of Church Bell Ringers – Visit – 2002
The next meeting of the Sub-Committee was to be held on the 31st October, following the attendance of the
President and General Secretary at a meeting of the Central Council's Administrative Committee on the 20th
October, to discuss the details of the arrangements
The General Secretary reported that preparations for ringing during the Central Council weekend were well
advance with replies receive from the majority of towers. The Ringing Master reported on the production of
the brochure for the event and said that the level of subsidy required was not yet clear.
17. Belfry Advisory Committee
The Committee received the minutes of a meeting of the Belfry Advisory Committee held on the 8th February,
2001.
Arising from the meeting of the Committee, Aubrey Forster reported that no progress had been made at
Holkham because it had been discovered that the church had been closed for eleven months because of the
foot and mouth outbreak. The Ringing Master reported that English Heritage was involved in a project at
Brettenham to replace stonework in the tower and strengthen the frame and it was hoped that the bells would
be restored to a fair condition in about six months.
Aubrey Forster reported that, since the meeting of the Belfry Advisory Committee, it had been learned that
Soundweld would be setting up in business again, at the beginning of 2002.
Mike Broad reported that a faculty had been obtained for the bells to re-hung at Lyng.
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18. Bell Restoration Fund – Grants
The Committee considered a recommendations for grant from the Belfry Advisory Committee and agreed:
•

That consideration of a grant for Tibenham be deferred.

•

That a grant of £4,000 be made to East Raynham and that, if requested, an interest-free loan be
granted of up to £2,000.

19. Dates of Events – 2002
The meeting considered dates for meetings and events in 2002, including a revival of Ringers' Songs of
Praise, and it was agreed:
•

that the dates for events during 2002 would be as follows:
9th February, 2002:
1st April, 2002:
31st March – 7th April, 2002:
4th May, 2002:
28th September, 2002:
12th October, 2002:
3rd November, 2002:

•

Standing Committee
Annual General Meeting (Eastern Branch)
Quarter Peal Week
Training Day (Southern Branch)
Striking Competition (Northern Branch)
Standing Committee
Ringers' Songs of Praise

that, taking the pattern established for 2002, the four main events, Annual General Meeting,
Training Day, Striking Competition and Ringers' Songs of Praise, continue to be shared between
the four Branches on a rotating basis and that, accordingly, the Western Branch be invited to host
Ringers' Songs of Praise in 2002, at a venue to be decided.

20. Any Other Business – Certificates of 50 Years' Membership
Roger Broadest asked about certificates for 50 years' membership of the Association. The Ringing Master
offered to produce an appropriate version based on the membership certificate.
21. Any Other Business – Gift Aid
On behalf of the Eastern Branch, Elizabeth High asked if the Association arrange to recover tax on payments
by tax-paying members who were able to make Gift Aid declarations.
The Treasurer undertook to investigate the matter and it was agreed that the matter should be raised at the
Annual Branch Meetings to establish the number of members eligible under the Gift Aid scheme.
22. Any Other Business – Peal Fees
Neil Thomas expressed concern at the number of peals being rung for the Association by non-resident life
members. The meeting considered an increase in the peal fee and it was agreed:
•

That the peal fee be increased to £1.00 from the 1st January 2002.

23. Any Other Business – Technical Adviser
Aubrey Forster gave notice that he would not be seeking re-election as Technical Adviser at the Annual
General Meeting in 2002.
On behalf of the Committee, the President recorded the Association's thanks to Aubrey for all that he had
done during his 21 years as Technical Adviser
24. Conclusion
The meeting concluded, with prayers, at 4.17 p.m.
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