NORWICH DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION OF RINGERS
STANDING COMMITTEE
Minutes of a Meeting held at Diocesan House, Easton,
on the 10th February, 2001
PRESENT
David Heighton (President, in the Chair)
David McLean (General Secretary)
Michael Stokes (Treasurer)
Jeremy Warren (Ringing Master)
Aubrey Forster (Technical Adviser)
Paul Cattermole (Librarian)
Judy Frostwick (Report Secretary)
Vice-Presidents:
Peter Adcock, Frank Arnold, Norman Cossey, Shirley Drew,
Jocelyn Gardiner, Gilbert Larter, Jim Morley
Eastern Branch:
Tony Crawford, Martin Dennison, Owen Needham, Neil Thomas
Northern Branch:
Mike Broad, Roger Broadest, Steve Day
Southern Branch:
Betty Baines, Christine Hales, Ray Finch, Kathleen Tebble. Philip Thompson
Western Branch:
Dennis Allcock, Simon Rudd, Bridget Yates
Central Council Representatives:
Geoff Drew, Gale Hodgkinson, Mike Hodgkinson
The meeting began at 2.15 p.m., with prayers.
1.

Apologies

Apologies for absence were recorded from: Kenny Frostwick (Peal Secretary), Elizabeth High, Frank Phillippo,
David and Helen Riley and Roy Wiles.
The President welcomed Owen Needham as a new member of the Committee.
2.

In Memoriam

Members paid tribute to the following colleagues who had died during the past year:
Ray Balls (Cromer)
Ian Forsyth (Ashill)
Helen Grass (Blofield)
Norman Harding (King's Lynn)
Dora Reeve (formerly Bunwell)
3.

Minutes

The Minutes of the meeting held on the 14th October, 2000, were approved and signed by the Chairman.
4.

Members' Insurance – Certification of Ringing Trainers

The Committee considered the General Secretary's draft letter to the Central Council of Church Bell Ringers,
setting out the Association's reservations about the certification of ringing trainers, and agreed that the letter
be submitted to the Central Council.
5.

President’s Report

The President reported on his attendance at Branch Meetings, including all four annual meetings at the end of
2000. He noted that Branch Chairman seemed inclined to retire after only three years in office and expressed
the view that a five-year term was a more reasonable period of service. He thanked all the officers of the
Association for their work, particularly the Technical Adviser, who had elected to continue in office. He
concluded with a reference to the issue of sound control which was assuming increasing importance and
which he felt should automatically be considered in the connection with any new bell project.
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6.

Bishop of Thetford – Retirement

The General Secretary reported receipt of a letter of appreciation from the former Bishop of Thetford, to whom
he had written with the Association's good wishes, following a peal rung for his retirement.
7.

Ringing Matters

The Ringing Master reported on plans for the Association Training Day on the 31st March. The Western
Branch representatives said that towers appropriate to the course requirements would be made available.
The Ringing Master also referred to the planned date of the Striking Competition in September, on which he
would not be available, assuming that he was re-elected at the next Annual General Meeting. Provisionally,
the planned towers, in the Southern Branch, were Forncett St. Peter and Starston, with Pulham Market for the
eight-bell competition.
It was agreed
•

That the date of the Striking Competition be changed to the 22nd September, 2001.

As it appeared uncertain whether the Ringing Master would be continuing in office, the General Secretary
volunteered to collate the results of the 2001 quarter peal week
8.

Financial Matters

The President referred to the recent funeral of Ray Balls of the Northern Branch and reported that, in lieu of
flowers, donations totalling £396.75 had been made to the Bell Restoration Fund.
The Treasurer presented the accounts for 2000.
It was agreed:
•
9.

that the Association's Accounts for 2000 be approved for publication and adoption at the
Annual General Meeting.

Librarian's Report

The Librarian reported that he would be passing a copy of the Library catalogue to the General Secretary. He
said that the Library contained the Association's minute books, but very little of the Branch records and he
urged Branch Secretaries to forward the minute books to him for safe custody. He also recommended that
the Association's minute books should be transferred to the County Archivist for safekeeping
It was agreed:
•

that the Association's Minute Books be deposited with the County Archivist at the
Norfolk Record Office as part of the Association's archives.

10. Annual Report
The Report Secretary said that there had been delays in the receipt of information for the Annual Report but,
on behalf of the Peal Secretary, was able to report that details and fees had been received for all peals rung in
2000.
11. Central Council of Church Bell Ringers – Visit – 2002
The President reported on the effect of a Government decision to change the date of the Spring Bank Holiday
in 2002, in connection with the celebration of the Royal Golden Jubilee. As a result, it had been agreed with
the Central Council that the meeting would be held on the 3rd June, 2002. The hotel and meeting venues had
both been able to accommodate the change. It remained to be confirmed whether the Bishop would be
available to preach at the service to be held on Sunday, 2nd June, 2002, because of a possible jubilee service
at the Cathedral.
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The General Secretary reported on the planning for the weekend and, arising from the latest meeting of the
Sub-Committee, tabled a draft of the programme leaflet which would be prepared for circulation at the Central
Council meeting in 2001.
The Committee discussed whether specific arrangements should be made for non-ringers attending the
weekend. The General Secretary said that the general consensus from the current Central Council
representatives was that informal opportunities would be sufficient. Supplies of tourist literature and
brochures would be obtained for circulation to the members of the Council.
12. Association Form of Service
Gale Hodgkinson reported on the review of the Association Form of Service by the sub-committee formed at
the previous meeting. The Branch representatives on the sub-committee were James Akehurst (N), Martin
Dennison (E), The Reverend Jan May (S) and Helen Riley (W).
The sub-committee proposed the provision of three forms of service: the existing form; the existing form in
updated language; and a new form derived from the new Common Worship. Any proposal agreed by the
Association would require to be submitted to the Diocesan Liturgical Committee before it could be referred to
the Bishop of Norwich for approval. It would also be possible to include a selection of hymns, both the
existing and additional ones, subject to copyright issues in some cases.
It was agreed
•

that the draft proposals for the Association Form of Service be considered at the Annual
General Meeting and meanwhile be submitted to the Diocesan Liturgical Committee for
comments.

•

that the Sub-committee be thanked for its work in preparing the draft proposals for the
Association Form of Service.

13. Belfry Advisory Committee
The Committee received the minutes of a meeting of the Belfry Advisory Committee held on the 8th February,
2001.
14. St. Peter Hungate Museum
It had been reported to the Belfry Advisory Committee that the St. Peter Hungate Museum was to be closed.
It had been agreed that the General Secretary would write to enquire about the future of the five bells at the
Museum and whether the Association could assist to enable them to be re-located to active use.
15. Bell Restoration Fund – Grants
The Committee considered a recommendation for a grant from the Belfry Advisory Committee and agreed:
•

That grants be made to Redenhall of either £2,000 towards the repair of the tenor (at a
cost of £13,494) or £4,000 towards the full re-hanging project (at an estimated cost the
£45,577).

•

That a grant of £2,000 be made to Bacton towards the restoration project of £42,000.

•

That a grant of £500 be made to Coltishall towards the programme of repair work
estimated to cost £1,755.

3.

16. Annual General Meeting – 2001
The Committee noted the preliminary arrangements for the 2001 Annual General Meeting, to be held on
Saturday, 1st May, 2001, in the Northern Branch, at Weston Longville:
1.30 - 2.30 p.m:
2.30 p.m:
3.30 p.m:
6.00 - 7.30 p.m:
7.00 - 8.30 p.m:

Ringing at Weston Longville
Service at All Saints, Weston Longville
Annual General Meeting and Tea at Weston Longville Village Hall
Ringing at Scarning
Ringing at East Dereham

17. Any Other Business – Thetford, St. Peter's
Bridget Yates asked if anything was known about the future of Thetford St. Peter's. It was understood that
there were plans to make the building a multi-purpose centre, including a historical display about Thetford.
Ray Finch said that the bells were being rung for Sunday Services at St. Cuthbert's Church. It was suggested
that a display of Association information could be established and the General Secretary was asked to write to
the Thetford Partnership about the matter.
18. Any Other Business – Eastern Branch Barn Dance
At the request of the Eastern Branch, it was agreed to approve a short-term loan to finance the insurance
premium for the Eastern Branch Barn Dance in 2001.
19. Any Other Business – Room Hire
At the suggestion of the Treasurer, it was agreed to make a donation to Diocesan House, of £25 per occasion,
for the use of the premises for Standing Committee meetings.
20. Any Other Business – Fund-Raising
Various options for fund-raising were discussed. The Committee welcomed a suggestion to start up a 100
Club, from Betty Baines, and invited her to introduce it with effect from the Annual General Meeting. Judy
Frostwick undertook to investigate the cost of a fresh order for Association ties. The reintroduction of tower
open days was deferred until 2003, after the Central Council visit.
21. Conclusion
The meeting concluded, with prayers, at 4.10 p.m.
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