NORWICH DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION OF RINGERS
STANDING COMMITTEE
Minutes of a Meeting held at Diocesan House, Easton,
on the 14th October, 2000
PRESENT
David Heighton (President, in the Chair)
David McLean (General Secretary)
Michael Stokes (Treasurer)
Jeremy Warren (Ringing Master)
Aubrey Forster (Technical Adviser)
Vice-Presidents:
Peter Adcock, Frank Arnold, Norman Cossey, Shirley Drew, Jim Morley,
Frank Phillippo
Eastern Branch:
Tony Crawford, Elizabeth High
Northern Branch:
Mike Broad, Roger Broadest, Steve Day, Ivan Fisher
Southern Branch:
Betty Baines, Christine Hales, Ray Finch, Kathleen Tebble
Western Branch:
Dennis Allcock, Helen Riley, Simon Rudd, Bridget Yates
Central Council Representatives:
Geoff Drew, Gale Hodgkinson, Mike Hodgkinson, David Riley
The meeting began at 2.17 p.m., with prayers.
1.

Apologies

Apologies for absence were recorded from: Ray Balls, Paul Cattermole (Librarian), Martin Dennison,
Judy Frostwick (Report Secretary), Kenny Frostwick (Peal Secretary), Jocelyn Gardiner, Iris Golden,
Howard Kimber, Gilbert Larter and Neil Thomas.
The President welcomed Peter Adcock to his first meeting since election as a Vice-President.
2.

Minutes

The Minutes of the meeting held on the 12th February, 2000, were approved and signed by the Chairman.
3.

Matters Arising – Bishop of Norwich – Enthronement - Peals and Quarter Peals

The General Secretary reported receipt of a letter from the Bishop of Norwich thanking the Association for the
report of peals and quarter peals rung for his enthronement.
4.

Membership – 50 Years’ Service

On a reference back from the 2000 Annual General Meeting, the Committee considered the nomination of all
members who had attained 50 years’ service, as Honorary Life Members.
It was agreed

5.

•

that the Committee's previous decision, to nominate as Honorary Life Members all those
who had completed 50 years' continuous service as resident members of the Association,
be revoked.

•

That the existing procedure, under Rule 20, for the nomination of members as Honorary
Life Members, be retained.

Members' Insurance – Certification of Ringing Trainers

On a reference back from the 2000 Annual General Meeting, the Committee discussed the implications, for
the Association's insurance arrangements, of the prospective certification of ringing trainers. David Riley said
that proposals for a guild of instructors had been considered by the Central Council's Education Committee,
but the matter appeared to be uncertain because of problems of defining the role of such a guild and the
situation therefore remained unresolved.

1.

Gale Hodgkinson warned that, if insurance companies became aware of any formal system of qualification
within ringing, they would use it as standard, to load or reduce insurance liability. Members acknowledged the
value of improvements in ringing training but were also concerned that the introduction of formal standards
could reduce the amount of training carried out and undermine ringing's future development. Simon Rudd
said that the ground rules for any form of certification needed to be clarified first, before a judgement could be
made.
It was agreed
•

6.

that the General Secretary prepare a draft letter to the Central Council of Church Bell
Ringers, setting out the Association's reservations about the certification of ringing
trainers, for consideration by the Committee at the next meeting.

President’s Report

The President reported on his attendance at Branch Meetings and said that he had also recently represented
the Association at the funerals of Carrie Coleman of Gimingham and Ian Forsyth of Ashill, and at the
dedication of Martham bells. He noted the peal and quarter peal ringing by the Association for the 100th
birthday of H.R.H. Queen Elizabeth the Queen Mother. He said that he was very impressed by the
enthusiasm in all four Branches and congratulated all officers on their work for the Association. Looking back,
the 20th Century had been the Century of the Association, but he was sure that there was still a future for
ringing in the Diocese.
7.

Association Internet Web Site

The General Secretary reported on the continuing development of the Association's Web Site and thanked
those who had contributed e-mail contacts for inclusion in the tower details.
8.

Ringing Matters

The Ringing Master reported on the high level of attendance at the Annual Training Day in April, which had
almost made the day a victim of its own success, and thanked everyone involved for their help and support.
The Striking Competition, in September, had attracted better support than the previous year.
9.

Financial Matters

The Treasurer presented interim financial statements to the end of September, 2000 and advised that income
was keeping pace with expenditure, but that it might be necessary to consider a subscription increase at the
next meeting.
10. Librarian's Report
In his absence, the Librarian had sent a message that the Library items deposited with the County Archivist at
the Norfolk Record Office were now available and he requested that the County Archive Catalogue Reference
Number should be printed in the Annual Report. A further two books had been re-bound as part of the
continuing programme.
11. Annual Report
In her absence, the Report Secretary had sent a request for details of ringing for the 100th birthday of H.R.H.
Queen Elizabeth the Queen Mother, for inclusion in a special section in the Annual Report. Details were also
required of towers that rang on the 1st January, 2000.
The Peal Secretary had sent a report that the receipt and processing of peal information was proceeding well.

2.

12. Central Council of Church Bell Ringers – Visit – 2002
The General Secretary read a letter received from Judy Frostwick about the importance of welcoming
hospitality towards visiting ringers for the Central Council meeting in 2002, with particular reference to the
Association's flagship tower, St. Peter Mancroft, Norwich.
It was agreed
•

that the letter was not a matter for consideration by the Committee and that it be referred
to St. Peter Mancroft for attention.

The Committee discussed a draft proposal for the visit of the Central Council of Church Bell Ringers, which
had been prepared following detailed consideration of the requirements and planning at two meetings of the
Central Council Visit Sub-Committee.
It was agreed
•

that the draft proposal for the 2002 Meeting of the Central Council (a copy of which is filed
with the Minutes) be approved and that the Central Council Visit Sub-Committee be
thanked for its efforts in making preparations for the event.

13. Annual General Meeting, 2002
In connection with the previous item, it was agreed
•

That the Association's Annual General Meeting in 2002 (to be hosted by the Eastern
Branch) be brought forward and, in keeping with the former tradition, be held on Easter
Monday, 1st April, 2002.

14. Belfry Advisory Committee
The Committee received the minutes of a meeting of the Belfry Advisory Committee held on the
26th September, 2000.
15. Bell Restoration Fund – Grant
The Committee considered a recommendation for a grant from the Belfry Advisory Committee and agreed:
•

That a grant of £650 be made to Garboldisham towards the restoration project of £3,000.

16. Technical Adviser
Referring to his previous decision to step down as Technical Adviser, Aubrey Forster said that he was
prepared to continue in office for the time being.
17. Standing Committee – Dates of Meetings
The meetings of the Standing Committee in 2001 were confirmed as Saturday, 10th February and Saturday,
13th October.
18. Annual General Meeting – 2001
The Committee noted the preliminary arrangements for the 2001 Annual General Meeting, to be held on
Saturday, 1st May, 2001, in the Northern Branch, at Honingham.
19. Any Other Business – Association Training Day, 2001
After discussion, it was agreed to hold the next Association Training Day on Saturday, 31st March, 2001.

3.

20. Any Other Business – Annual General Meeting – Election of Vice-President
Stephen Day questioned the procedure for the election of a Vice-President at the 2000 Annual General
Meeting. The President replied that, with the consent of the meeting, he had waived the requirement for the
election to be conducted by ballot.
21. Any Other Business – Association Form of Service
Helen Riley referred to the forthcoming introduction of a new form of Common Worship and asked if
consideration should be given to the revision of the Association's service book. Some members said that
incumbents did not like the existing form of service, while others reported that it continued to be used.
It was agreed
•

that Gale Hodgkinson be appointed to convene a meeting with a representative from
each Branch (to be appointed at the next round of Annual Branch Meetings) to formulate
proposals for the Association Form of Service for consideration at the next meeting of the
Standing Committee.

22. Any Other Business – Millennium Ringing
The President concluded the meeting by urging members to organise as much ringing as possible to mark the
true commencement of the next Millennium, on the 1st January, 2001.
23. Conclusion
The meeting concluded, with prayers at 4.15 p.m.

4.

