NORWICH DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION OF RINGERS
STANDING COMMITTEE
Minutes of a Meeting held at Diocesan House, Easton,
on the 12th February, 2000
PRESENT
David Heighton (President, in the Chair)
David McLean (General Secretary)
Michael Stokes (Treasurer)
Paul Cattermole (Librarian)
Judy Frostwick (Report Secretary)
Vice-Presidents:
Frank Arnold, Norman Cossey, Shirley Drew, Jocelyn Gardiner, Iris Golden,
Frank Phillippo
Eastern Branch:
Tony Crawford, Martin Dennison, Elizabeth High, Neil Thomas
Northern Branch:
Ray Balls, Mike Broad, Roger Broadest, Stephen Day
Southern Branch:
Betty Baines, Christine Hales, Ray Finch, Kathleen Tebble
Western Branch:
Simon Rudd, Bridget Yates
Central Council Representatives:
Geoff Drew, Gale Hodgkinson, Mike Hodgkinson
The meeting began at 2.17 p.m., with prayers.
1.

Apologies

Apologies for absence were recorded from: Dennis Allcock, Aubrey Forster (Technical Adviser),
Kenny Frostwick (Peal Secretary), Howard Kimber, Gilbert Larter, Jim Morley, David Riley, Jeremy Warren
(Ringing Master).
The General Secretary explained that Aubrey Forster was absent because of a family bereavement and said
that he would write to Jennie Forster on behalf of the Committee and the Association.
The President welcome Martin Dennison as a new member of the Committee.
2.

Minutes

The Minutes of the meeting held on the 9th October, 1999, were approved and signed by the Chairman.
3.

Matters Arising – Millennium Ringing Certificate

Copies of the Millennium Ringing Certificate were circulated for use by the Branches.
It was also agreed to include in the Annual Report for 2000 a list of the towers which rang on the 1st January.
4.

In Memoriam

Members paid tribute to the following colleagues who had died during the past year:
William Bailey (Holme Hale)
Clifford Bird (Vice-President, Norwich St. Peter Mancroft)
Lloyd Chapman (Horsham St. Faith)
Gillian Goodhand (nee Housden) (formerly Norwich St. Peter Mancroft)
Frank Heley (Gimingham)
Neville Holland (Holt)
Peter Kindred (formerly Pakefield)
Michael Parish (Oulton)
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5.

President’s Report

The President reviewed the publicity generated for ringing in connection with the "Ring in 2000" campaign, on
television, radio and in the press. He referred in particular to an article in the Eastern Daily Press, following
an interview which he had given to a local reporter and said that he was sorry if one of his quoted statements,
about the potential ability of learners over 40, had caused offence. He had used the phrase "totally proficient"
with reference to the highest attainment levels of ringing, such as Surprise Maximus, for which it was clearly
necessary to have started to ring at a young age. Stephen Day commented that great care was needed when
dealing with the media.
6.

Correspondence

The General Secretary reported receipt of letters from:
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•

The Bishop of Norwich thanking the Association for the Officers' Peal which had been
rung to welcome him, as Bishop and as Patron.

•

The Chairman of The Ringing World Limited, in response to the Standing Committee's
comments on proposals for a second publication.

Bishop of Norwich – Enthronement - Peals and Quarter Peals

It was agreed that the General Secretary would collate the reports peals and quarter peals rung for the
enthronement of the Bishop of Norwich, for collective submission to him.
8.

Nomination of Vice-President

In accordance with Rule 19(a) the General Secretary reported receipt of a nomination for Vice-President, of
Peter Adcock, proposed by Frank Arnold and seconded by Simon Rudd. It was agreed:
•
9.

that the nomination of Peter Adcock as Vice-President be approved for submission to the
Annual General Meeting on the 6th May, 2000.

Membership – 50 Years’ Service

The Committee considered the nomination of all members who had attained 50 years’ service, as Honorary
Life Members.
It was agreed
•

that all those who had completed 50 years' continuous service as resident members of
the Association should be nominated as Honorary Life Members at the Annual General
Meeting and that the Branch Secretaries would forward details of the candidates to the
General Secretary, including their home addresses.

10. Subscriptions – Waiver
The Committee noted, with regret, that Bill Jackson was no longer able to ring hand-bells because of failing
health. It was agreed:
•

that Bill Jackson be nominated for Honorary Life Membership at the Annual General
Meeting on the 6th May, 2000.

11. Membership – Database
Arising from item 9, the Treasurer said that he hope to be able to assemble a database of membership, with
the aid of information from Branch Secretaries. The elements required would be name, tower and date of
election.
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12. Annual General Meeting – 2000
The Committee discussed the arrangements for the 2000 Annual General Meeting. The host Southern
Branch confirmed that it would be held at Carleton Rode and would include a three-course lunch at a cost of
£6.00 per head. This represented the cost of engaging caterers and of hiring the local hall. After discussion,
it was agreed:
•

that hire of the hall at Carleton Rode for the Annual General Meeting be financed by the
Association, at a cost of £32.00.

The Committee reviewed the election of officers at the next Annual General Meeting. The General Secretary
reported that Aubrey Forster was prepared to continue as Technical Adviser. Betty Baines volunteered to
assist him with the paperwork associated with the bell restoration activities.
13. Ringing Matters
In his absence, the Ringing Master had submitted a message that he was currently organising the Training
Day and would be placing a notice in the Ringing World shortly. He was also in consultation with the Western
Branch regarding the Striking Competition. The Ringing Master also passed on his thanks to members for all
their efforts in Ring in 2000.
Stephen Day reported that 2000 would mark the 50th anniversary of the restoration of Norwich St. George
Colegate, which was the first scheme to receive assistance from the Association. Accordingly, an invitation
was extended to the Association to arrange a peal at Colegate to commemorate the casting, in April 1950.
The local band would be ringing a peal for the anniversary of the dedication ceremony. The President
accepted the invitation and said that he and the General Secretary would make the arrangements for the peal.
14. Financial Matters
The Treasurer presented the accounts for 1999. It was agreed:
•

that the Association's Accounts for 1999 be approved for publication and adoption at the
Annual General Meeting.

15. Librarian's Report
The Librarian reported that he had not made many purchases for the Library, as he was avoiding items that
ringers were likely to buy for themselves. He had been concentrating on conservation work and had arranged
the transfer of the archive collection to the Norfolk Record Office. Copies of the list of items would be held by
the General and Branch Secretaries. In response to a question, the Librarian advised against the addition of
videotape material to the Library, because the storage facilities were unsuitable.
16. Annual Report
The Report Secretary reported that the 1999 report would shortly be ready to send to the printers and she
hoped that it would be in circulation for the cycle of March meetings. Following a rise in membership
numbers, a total of 975 copies would be printed.
The Committee recorded its thanks to the Report Secretary for her work in assembling the Annual Report.
In the absence of the Peal Secretary, Judy Frostwick reported that the peal reports for 1999 were complete
except for some composition details. The peal total for 1999 was 60, plus one late peal from 1998.
17. Belfry Repairs Advisory Committee
The Committee received the minutes of a meeting of the Belfry Repairs Advisory Committee held on the 3rd
February, 2000.
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18. Bell Restoration Fund – Grants
The Committee considered recommendations for grants from the Belfry Repairs Advisory Committee and
agreed:
•

that a grant of £1,000 be made to Great Ellingham to cover the cost of welding the fourth
bell.

•

that, subject to satisfactory assurances about the availability of the bells for both day-time
and evening ringing, the Association sponsors the cost of providing one bell at Norwich
All Saints at a cost of up to £2,000.

19. Belfry Repairs Advisory Committee – Lifting Gear
The Committee considered a recommendation from the Belfry Repairs Advisory Committee to contribute
towards the cost of lifting gear for Association restoration and maintenance projects. A suitable chain block
could be purchased for £450. It was agreed:
•

that the Association contributes 75% of the cost of purchasing a chain block by Tony
Baines for use for Association restoration and maintenance projects.

20. Association Striking Competition
Simon Rudd reported that the Western Branch would be hosting the 2000 Striking Competition, on the 30th
September, at Swanton Morley for the 6-bell event and at Gressenhall for the Inter-Branch 8-bell competition.
Rules for the Striking Competition were tabled for incorporation in the Annual Report and, after amendment to
points of detail (paid-up membership, tower membership and disputes), were approved for publication.
21. Any Other Business – Eastern Branch Barn Dance
At the request of the Eastern Branch, it was agreed to approve a short-term loan to finance the insurance
premium for the Eastern Branch Barn Dance in 2000.
22. Any Other Business – Training Day 2000
Neil Thomas reported that the Eastern Branch would be hosting the 2000 Association Training Day at Blofield
on Saturday, 1st April, with ringing at neighbouring towers and evening ringing at Blofield.
23. Any Other Business – Norfolk Show
In response to a question, the Committee concluded that nothing was known about potential participation by
the Association in the Norfolk Show.
24. Conclusion
The meeting concluded, with prayers at 4.22 p.m.
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