NORWICH DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION OF RINGERS
Minutes of the Annual General Meeting of the Association,
held at Woodton on the 5th May, 2012
Present
Peter Adcock (President)
David McLean (General Secretary)
Dawn Pullan (Ringing Master)
and 77 members and friends
The meeting commenced with prayer. The President said that it was very nice to see so many people present. From a
personal viewpoint, he added that he was pleased to be back and, in returning to full health, hoped to be ringing again
in about six months. He also referred to the absence through illness of Eric Brunger and Rosemary Ditchman and
asked the General Secretary to send greetings to them both, from the Annual General Meeting.
IN MEMORIAM
The meeting observed silence in memory of members who had died during the past year:
Patricia Bailey (Unattached, Beccles), Kenneth Brown (formerly of Somerleyton and Norwich),
Herbert (Dusty) Miller (Buxton), Austin Mobbs (formerly of Oulton), David Payne (Costessey),
Stanley Turner (Kenninghall), Anna Welbourne (Wiveton), Stephen Young (Unattached, Hopton)
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies for absence were received from 23 members.
MINUTES
The Minutes of the previous Annual General Meeting were approved.
MATTERS ARISING
Michael Clements referred to the Ringing Master’s report in the Minutes and pointed out that the Association had
subsequently won the Ridgman Trophy striking competition. The meeting recorded its congratulations to the band.
REPORTS AND ACCOUNTS FOR 2011
The Annual Report and Accounts for 2011, in respect of the Association Charity (including the Nolan Golden
Education Fund) were received and approved.
REPORTS BY OFFICERS
The President thanked everyone for coming to the meeting. He felt that the Association was in a healthy state, with
more people attending the Annual General Meeting than in the past and a lot more learning to ring, in various areas.
The General Secretary explained that, as a result of the changes in the Rules at the previous Annual General Meeting,
the day’s business was being considered in two parts, with separate Annual General Meetings for the Association and
for the Bell Restoration Fund. He also reported that a total of 27 quarter peals had been rung for quarter peal week.
The Ringing Master reported on dates for events for 2012, beginning with the Association six-bell striking competition
later in the day. The annual Griston Five-Bell Plate striking competition would be on the 2nd June. The Association
eight-bell training day would be held in the Western Branch on the 22nd September in conjunction with the eight-bell
striking competition at Swaffham on that day. The test method would be Stedman Triples. The Association ten-bell
practices would be held at Aylsham (30th June), Wymondham (29th September) and King’s Lynn (29th December).
The Queen’s Diamond Jubilee at the beginning of June would be an opportunity for celebratory ringing, from call
changes to peals, and she asked members to keep her informed, so that she could advise Bishop Graham of the
Association’s plans in advance and also report the results to The Ringing World and to Buckingham Palace. A further
opportunity for ringing would occur in July when the Olympic Torch relay passed through the Diocese, for which peals
and quarter peals were being planned along the route.
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ELECTION OF OFFICERS FOR 2012/2013
Having been duly nominated in accordance with the rules, the following officers were elected for 2012/2013:
President:
General Secretary:
Treasurer:
Ringing Master:
Librarian:
Chairman of the Belfry Advisory Committee:
Peal Secretary:
Report Secretary:
Independent Examiner:

Peter Adcock
David McLean
Jenny Brunger
Dawn Pullan
Leslie Cook
Aubrey Forster
Kenneth Frostwick
Judith Frostwick
Grant Pilcher

ELECTION OF TWO TRUSTEES 2012/2013
No nominations had been received for the election of two Trustees of the Association to serve until the end of the
current triennium in 2013.
ELECTION OF HONORARY LIFE MEMBER
Having been duly nominated in accordance with the rules, Elizabeth Smith, of Aylsham, was elected by ballot as an
Honorary Life Member.
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING – 2013
The meeting noted that the next Annual General Meeting would be held on the 4th May 2013, in the Northern Branch.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS
Liz Sutherland announced that a few spaces were available on the Eastern Branch outing to North Essex on the
19th May.
Richard Turk invited members to join the Northern Branch outing to the Southwold area on the 12th May.
On the subject of outings, Roy Wiles gave a disturbing account of an exchange of e-mails between a member of the
Hethersett band and a tower correspondent, which had resulted in the refusal of Hethersett’s request to ring at two
towers, apparently because of issues of protocol and a lack of opportunities for bands to ring peals and quarter peals at
Hethersett. The matter was noted and the President thanked him for bringing the matter to the Association’s attention.
Betty Baines announced that the Southern Branch ringers’ ramble would take place on the 16th June and also asked for
help and support for the Paul Cattermole Fund Tower Open Day, to be held along the North Norfolk coast on the
18th August, being a Saturday as close as possible to Paul’s birthday.
Michael Hodgkinson announced that the sale of Association calendars for 2012 had generated a profit of £780 and
thanked everyone who had supported the calendar, including the sellers and those who produced the tower narratives.
Peter Trent read a report to the meeting on the processes and procedures involved in the Integrated Teacher Training
System (ITTS) for ringers and on the experience of the system in the Western Branch. In response, a range of opinions
and views were expressed. The system’s practice of treating all learners as the same was criticised and the existing
variety of methods of teaching handling was also cited. The bureaucracy of the system was not favoured and the
practical difficulties of organising teaching over wide geographical areas were also mentioned. There was concern
about the introduction of accreditation because of a perceived risk that, where no one was accredited, towers would fall
silent. Any system that would help teachers to teach was welcomed, but the attendant accreditation and on-line
form-filling was not. Concern was raised that a formalised system for the teaching of ringing would also become
commercialised. The system was however seen as an opportunity to help bad teachers to improve and the need for
competent teachers was stressed, in the face of evidence of towers with low standards of striking because of poor
tuition. Members were also urged not to criticise the system without having tried it. Concluding the discussion, the
President observed that the ITTS could either be ignored or be taken on board. It would not go away. If interested,
members should contact members who had tried it, and if not interested, should carry on as at present.
Members were requested to provide help and support for the Garden Party to be held in the Bishop’s House Garden in
Norwich on Sunday, 24th June in aid of the Paul Cattermole Fund. Supplies of posters and fliers were circulated.
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CONCLUSION AND VOTES OF THANKS
The President concluded the meeting by recording votes of thanks to the Reverend Michael Kington of Woodton for
the use of the church and the bells and for conducting the service, to David Hillier for playing the organ and to
Michael Hodgkinson for reading the lesson. Thanks were also recorded: for the use of the bells for the afternoon
ringing at Saxlingham Nethergate and Brooke; to Monica Churchill and her helpers from the Southern Branch for the
tea; and to Monica Churchill and Gale Hodgkinson for the local arrangements.

Confirmed at the Annual General Meeting on the 4th May, 2013 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .President
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