NORWICH DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION OF RINGERS
Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held at South Walsham on the 6th May, 2006
Present
Peter Adcock – President
David McLean – General Secretary
Michael Clements – Ringing Master
and 68 members and friends
INTRODUCTION
The President welcomed members to the Annual General Meeting and thanked them for their attendance.
IN MEMORIAM
The meeting observed silence in memory of members who had died during the past year:
Robin Allum (Laxfield), Trevor Bailey (Beccles), Margaret Durrant (Long Stratton) Joanna Easton (Alburgh),
Lucy Harrison (Banham), Pauline Laing (Whissonsett), Jenny Noel-Tod (East Dereham), Ernest Shipp
(Gaywod)
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies for absence were received from 34 members.
MINUTES
The Minutes of the previous Annual General Meeting were approved.
REPORTS AND ACCOUNTS FOR 2005
The Annual Report and Accounts for 2005 were received and approved.
ELECTION OF OFFICERS FOR 2006/2007
Having been duly nominated in accordance with the rules, the following officers were elected for 2006/2007:
President
General Secretary:
Treasurer
Ringing Master
Technical Adviser
Librarian:
Peal Secretary:
Report Secretary:
Auditor:

Peter Adcock
David McLean
Jenny Brunger
Michael Clements
Jeremy Warren
Paul Cattermole
Kenneth Frostwick
Judith Frostwick
George Hawkes

A letter of resignation from the outgoing Treasurer, Michael Parker, was read out to the meeting.
No nomination was received for the position of Public Relations Officer. The President said that he had approached
Mark Tweedie, of Reymerston, who, although not willing to accept the position, was prepared to assist with the
Association’s public relations through his employment with the Eastern Daily Press.
ELECTION OF TWO TRUSTEES OF THE BELL RESTORATION FUND:
Having been duly nominated in accordance with the rules, the following members were elected to hold office for three
years as Trustees of the Bell Restoration Fund:
Paul Cattermole, Aubrey Forster

ELECTION OF VICE-PRESIDENT
In accordance with the rules, on a reference from the Standing Committee, the meeting considered one nomination for
the office of Vice-President, and Stephen Day was duly elected by ballot to hold the office of Vice-President for life.
ELECTION OF HONORARY MEMBERS
Having been duly nominated in accordance with the rules, Danny Phillips was elected by ballot as an Honorary
Member.
REPORTS BY OFFICERS
The President said that he felt the Association was doing well and commended the Branches for their activity and the
Association for its training efforts. He noted, with regret, that the Annual General Meeting was attended by fewer
people than the Training Day. He was also aware that Branch Meeting attendance was not as good as it should be, and
he urged members to encourage attendance. It was particularly important to attract young members, but attendance
from all levels was welcome, and the presence of experts was also helpful, by demonstrating the sound of good ringing.
The President thanked the Report Secretary for producing two Annual Reports in quick succession to bring the process
back into order. He concluded by thanking all the officers for their work for the Association and said that he was proud
to hold the office of President.
The General Secretary reported receipt of details of 38 quarter peals rung during quarter peal week. He reminded the
meeting that the Association peal week would be held from the 16th to the 22nd October 2006. He also reported on the
Standing Committee’s consideration of the Association’s insurance arrangements. As a result of a review of the public
liability insurance by the Association’s insurer, members were no longer covered for work on bell maintenance,
restoration, repair, dismantling or installation work. The matter was to be reviewed by a committee which would report
back to the Standing Committee.
The Ringing Master reported on the changed arrangements for the Striking Competition in 2006: each Branch was
invited to arrange its own competition, for the selection of entrants to the Association six-bell competitions in
September. He also reminded members of the arrangements for ten-bell practices on the three occasions in the year
when there was a fifth Saturday in the month. The Ringing Master said that the Training Day had again been a big
success, but there was a need for more helpers and, as a future incentive, all helpers would be entitled to a free tea. The
next training day would be on the 3rd March, 2007. In an effort to raise the profile of the Association, a team was to be
entered in the regional Ridgman Trophy Striking Competition and he thanked Simon Rudd for undertaking the
organisation of the Association’s entry. The Ringing Master reminded members of the Association peal week in
October and urged members wishing to participate in peals, possibly for the first time, to come forward. He concluded
by thanking all members for their help and support in his first year of office. Asked about a separate eight-bell training
day, the Ringing Master said that the Education Committee had found that there were few applicants for the eight-bell
courses and the greatest need was for five- and six-bell training. This had therefore become the main focus for the
Training Day. He felt that, once ringers were ready for eight-bell ringing, their needs could best be met by attending
local eight-bell practices.
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING – 2007
It was noted that the next Annual General Meeting would be held on Saturday, 5th May, 2007, in the Western Branch.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS
David Riley announced that the nineteenth Griston Plate five-bell striking competition would take place on the
3rd June, 2006.
The President reported that a Mini-Ring would be available for use at the Gressenhall fund-raising fete on the
27th May, 2006.
Eric Brunger announced that a Barn Dance in aid of the Bell Restoration Fund would be held at South Walsham
Village Hall on the 15th July, 2006.
Owen Needham announced that almost all the stock of Anniversary mugs had been sold and only five or six remained
for purchase.
Roy Wiles reported that the 2007 Training Day would be based at Hethersett Village Hall, as the church would be
closed from January to March 2007 for building works.

Mike Hodgkinson thanked members for their support for the Association calendar sales, which had generated £900 for
the Bell Restoration Fund.
Betty Baines announced the closure of the 100 club and thanked the Branch Secretaries for their help with ticket sales.
A profit of £409 had been made for the Bell Restoration Fund.
The Ringing Master announced that, for the Inter-Branch Eight-Bell Striking Competition, the method would be
Stedman Triples and the judge would be Barry Pickup.
CONCLUSION AND VOTES OF THANKS
The President concluded the meeting by recording votes of thanks to the Reverend Philip Unsworth for the use of
Blofield church and bells and for conducting the service, to Sybil Davey for playing the organ and to Owen Needham
and Malcolm Davey for reading the lessons. Thanks were recorded: for the use of the bells of Ranworth, Halvergate
and South Walsham for the afternoon and evening ringing; to Owen and Ena Needham and the local helpers for the
tea; and to the Eastern Branch Officers for the local arrangements.

Confirmed at the Annual General Meeting on the 5th May, 2007 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
President
RAFFLE
Following the meeting, the host Eastern Branch conducted the raffle draw, which generated proceeds for the Bell
Restoration Fund and the Nolan Golden Education Fund amounting to £550.

