NORWICH DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION OF RINGERS
Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held at Attleborough on the 1st May, 2004
Present
Peter Adcock – President
David McLean – General Secretary
Daniel Sayer – Treasurer
and 76 members and friends
INTRODUCTION
The President welcomed members to the meeting and apologised for the presence of a nesting jackdaw which had
prevented ringing at Besthorpe earlier in the day.
IN MEMORIAM
The meeting observed silence in memory of members who had died during the past year:
Ernie Brock (formerly of Kessingland), Jimmy Cock (Saham Toney), Betty Fost (Holt),
Jack Hindry (East Dereham), Reverend G. C. James (Diss), Bernard King (Oulton),
Connie Lubbock (Knapton), Philip Purslow (Cromer)
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies for absence were received from 45 members.
MINUTES
The Minutes of the previous Annual General Meeting were approved.
REPORTS AND ACCOUNTS FOR 2003
Hayden Charles congratulated the report team on producing the Annual Report and Accounts in a timely fashion.
The Annual Report and Accounts for 2003 were received and adopted.
ELECTION OF OFFICERS FOR 2004/2005
Having been duly nominated in accordance with the rules, the following officers were elected for 2004/2005:
President
General Secretary:
Treasurer
Technical Adviser:
Librarian:
Peal Secretary:
Report Secretary:
Auditor:

Peter Adcock
David McLean
Daniel Sayer
Neil Thomas
Paul Cattermole
Kenneth Frostwick
Judith Frostwick
George Hawkes

There being no nomination for the position of Ringing Master, the President said that the vacancy would stand referred
to the Standing Committee and, in the meantime, responsibility for the Striking Competition would be assigned to the
Education Committee.
ELECTION OF FOUR REPRESENTATIVES TO THE CENTRAL COUNCIL OF CHURCH BELL RINGERS
Having been duly nominated in accordance with the rules, the following were elected to serve as the Association’s
representatives on the Central Council of Church Bell Ringers for the triennium 2005-2008:
Betty Baines, Vanessa Bate, Theo Crowder, David Riley

REPORTS BY OFFICERS
The President said that he wished to thank the officers for their support and for standing for re-election and he also
wished to thank the Branch officers for their continued commitment in carrying on the work of the Association, year in
and year out. He was pleased with the resurgence of the Training Day, which had been revived through the efforts of
Richard Allton. This has resulted in the establishment of the Education Committee, which was working well.
The General Secretary reported on Child Protection. Guidance had been sought from the Diocese of Norwich about the
obligations to be placed on ringers, and the extent to which Enhanced Disclosure checks would be required. The
Diocesan Youth & Children’s Administrator had replied that, if a band involved children, then, ideally, all should be
asked to obtain Disclosure, and visiting ringers should be asked to bring their Disclosures with them. Alternatively,
bands should employ good practice to be sure that the visitors were never left alone with the children. Meanwhile the
Central Council of Church Bell Ringers had tackled the impracticalities of the Bishops’ advice and had produced
guidelines, which formed a sensible, practical, compromise. The situation would be referred to the next meeting of the
Standing Committee and the Central Council’s proposals would meanwhile be forwarded to the Diocese.
The General Secretary reported receipt of details of 37 quarter peals rung during quarter peal week and appealed for
any others not yet submitted to be sent to him as soon as possible.
In the absence of the retiring Ringing Master, the President read a report expressing thanks to members for their
support for the 2004 Training Day. The President said that the retiring Ringing Master had done a very good job and
he was sorry that he had had to move away from the area.
In the absence of the Technical Adviser, the President referred members to the Annual Report for details of the
programme of bell restoration projects in the Diocese.
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING – 2005
It was noted that the next Annual General Meeting would be held in the Northern Branch on the 7th May, 2005.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS
The General Secretary passed on a message from David Riley, announcing details for the Griston Plate five-bell
striking competition on the 7th June.
Betty Baines reported that the 100 Club had generated a profit of £353.42 for the Bell Restoration Fund during the year,
and appealed for increased participation in 2005.
CONCLUSION AND VOTES OF THANKS
The President concluded the meeting by recording votes of thanks to the Reverend Michael Aisbitt for the use of
Attleborough church and bells for the service, to Gale Hodgkinson for conducting the service, to David Barnard for
playing the organ and to Cath Mills for reading the lesson. Thanks were recorded: for the use of the bells of
Great Ellingham, Carleton Road and Tibenham for the afternoon and evening ringing; to Estella Axten,
Shirley Howard-Alp, Cath Mills, Jan Williams and Anita Wilson for the tea; to the cake makers of the Southern
Branch; and to Christine Hales for the local arrangements.
At the conclusion of the meeting, congratulations were recorded to Frank and Mollie Arnold, who had celebrated their
golden wedding anniversary on the 24th April.

Confirmed at the Annual General Meeting on the 7th May, 2005 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
President
RAFFLE
Following the meeting, the host Southern Branch conducted the raffle draw, which generated proceeds of £653.36.
A separate raffle of a cartoon picture raised £64.00 and the profit from the tea was £79.00.

