NORWICH DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION OF RINGERS
Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held at Blofield on the 1st April, 2002
Present
David Heighton – President
David McLean – General Secretary
Michael Stokes – Treasurer
Jeremy Warren – Ringing Master
Aubrey Forster – Technical Adviser
and 83 members and friends
INTRODUCTION
The proceedings commenced with prayer. The President welcomed members to the meeting in the Association’s
125th anniversary year.
H.R.H. QUEEN ELIZABETH THE QUEEN MOTHER
A minute’s silence was observed in memory of H.M. Queen Elizabeth the Queen Mother, who died on the
30th March, 2002.
IN MEMORIAM
The meeting observed silence in memory of members who had died during the past year:
Charles Blake (Forncett St. Peter), Herbert Boggis (Bergh Apton), Robert Bunning (Gressenhall),
Stanley Dixon (Mattishall), Frank Pearson (Bunwell), Ian Williamson (Barton Turf)
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies for absence were received from 12 members.
MINUTES
The Minutes of the previous Annual General Meeting were approved, subject to the correction of the spelling of
Ormand Knight.
MATTERS ARISING – ASSOCIATION FORM OF SERVICE
The General Secretary reported that a response from the Diocese was still awaited.
REPORTS AND ACCOUNTS FOR 2001
Presenting the Annual Report and Accounts for 2001, which had previously been circulated, the President advised the
meeting that the Peal Report included a peal in which one of the band, Michael Roberts, was not a subscribing member
of the Association.
Following a discussion, the Annual Report and Accounts for 2001 were received and adopted, subject to the deletion
from the Report of Peal Number 10,126, in accordance with Rule 49(a).
ELECTION OF OFFICERS FOR 2002/2003
Having been duly nominated in accordance with the rules, the following officers were elected for 2002/2003:
President:
General Secretary:
Treasurer:
Ringing Master:
Technical Adviser:

David Heighton
David McLean
Michael Stokes
Jeremy Warren
Neil Thomas

Librarian:
Peal Secretary:
Report Secretary:
Auditor:

Paul Cattermole
Kenneth Frostwick
Judith Frostwick
George Hawkes

The President, Ringing Master and Treasurer each announced that they would not be seeking re-election in 2003.

RETIREMENT OF TECHNICAL ADVISER
The President said that Aubrey Forster had served the Association as Technical Adviser for 21 years and announced
that, to reward this achievement, funds had been raised to enable the Association to donate a bell which would be
inscribed with Aubrey’s name and which would augment the ring of five at South Walsham. The announcement was
received with applause.
ELECTION OF VICE-PRESIDENT
In accordance with the rules, on a reference from the Standing Committee, the meeting considered a nomination for the
office of Vice-President, and, following a ballot, Aubrey Forster was elected to hold the office of Vice-President for
life.
ELECTION OF HONORARY MEMBERS
Having been duly nominated in accordance with the rules, the following were elected by ballot as Honorary Members:
Elizabeth High, Walter Houghton
REPORTS BY OFFICERS
The President reported on the preparations that the Association had made for the visit of the Central Council of Church
Bell Ringers in June and expressed thanks to his fellow officers for their support and hard work during the year.
Reporting on the Central Council visit, the General Secretary recorded thanks to all members of the Association who
were involved in the event, for their contributions in time and effort, to the packed programme that had been organised
for the weekend. He also reported that, from the Standing Committee, representations had been made to the Diocese
about the implications of the installation of radio transmitters in church towers and advice was being sought from the
Central Council on insurance with a view to containing costs, while maintaining appropriate cover for both ringing and
restoration activities by members. Members were also reminded of the opportunity to have e-mail addresses and
web-site links included on the Association’s web-site. The General Secretary asked for all details of ringing during the
Association’s quarter peal week too be sent to him as soon as possible.
The Ringing Master referred to the Association’s Training Day on the 4th May and asked for volunteers to act as
helpers.
The Technical Adviser expressed his gratitude to the Association for the gift of a bell to mark his retirement and said
that he would look forward to seeing it being cast. He also thanked the meeting for his appointment as a
Vice-President. He presented his concluding report on the programme of bell restoration in the Diocese and, reflected
on various highlights during 21 years of restoration work. Over that period, he estimated that the Association had
raised and expended about £54,000 and he recorded his thanks for the friendship and co-operation of all who had been
involved in the fund-raising and restoration that had been achieved.
CENTRAL COUNCIL OF CHURCH BELL RINGERS – VISIT, MAY/JUNE, 2002
It was announced that tickets for the Reception Dinner for the visit of the Central Council of Church Bell Ringers
would be on sale to members from the 1st May, 2002, with a closing date of the 18th May.
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING – 2003
It was noted that the next Annual General Meeting would be held in the Western Branch, reverting to the first Saturday
in May, 3rd May, 2003.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS
The meeting discussed the extent to which ringing should be muffled during the coming week, in memory of
H.M. Queen Elizabeth the Queen Mother, and concluded that bands should consult with the local incumbents.
Roy Wiles suggested that those engaged in the installation of radio transmitters should be encouraged to use water
towers instead of churches.

David Riley announced details for the Griston Plate five-bell striking competition on the 8th June.
Simon Rudd expressed his appreciation for Aubrey Forster’s work as Technical Adviser and for the presentations that
he had made to the Association’s annual meetings over the years.
CONCLUSION AND VOTES OF THANKS
The President concluded the meeting by recording votes of thanks to the Reverend Philip Unsworth for the use of
Blofield church and bells for the service, and for conducting the service and to the Right Reverend David Atkinson,
Bishop of Thetford, for preaching at the service, to the organist, Rachel Cossey, and to Anthea Morley for reading the
lesson. Thanks were recorded for the use of the bells of All Saints, St. Giles and St. Peter Mancroft, Norwich for the
evening ringing, to Judy Frostwick and her helpers for the lunch and tea, to James Cossey and Anna Frostwick and to
Jenny Brunger for the local arrangements.

Confirmed at the Annual General Meeting on the 3rd May, 2003 ........................................
President
RAFFLE
Following the meeting, members partook of an anniversary cake, specially baked for the occasion and the host Eastern
Branch conducted the raffle draw. Proceeds amounted to £104.00.
COMMEMORATIVE PHOTOGRAPH
To mark the 125th anniversary of the Association, a group photograph was taken as a commemorative record of those
present at this Annual General Meeting.

