NORWICH DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION OF RINGERS
Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held at Weston Longville on the 5th May, 2001
Present
David Heighton – President
David McLean – General Secretary
Michael Stokes – Treasurer
Jeremy Warren – Ringing Master
Aubrey Forster – Technical Adviser
and 81 members and friends
INTRODUCTION
The proceedings commenced with prayer. The President welcomed members to the meeting.
IN MEMORIAM
The meeting observed silence in memory of members who had died during the past year:
Ray Balls (Cromer), Margery Bird (Norwich), Carrie Coleman (Gimingham), Ian Forsyth (Ashill),
Helen Grass (Blofield), Norman Harding (King's Lynn), Dora Reeve (formerly Bunwell).
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies for absence were received from 16 members.
MINUTES
The Minutes of the previous Annual General Meeting were approved.
REPORTS AND ACCOUNTS FOR 2000
The Annual Report and Accounts for 2000, having been previously circulated, were received and adopted.
ELECTION OF OFFICERS FOR 2001/2002
Having been duly nominated in accordance with the rules, the following officers were elected for 2001/2002:
President:
General Secretary:
Treasurer:
Ringing Master:
Technical Adviser:

David Heighton
David McLean
Michael Stokes
Jeremy Warren
Aubrey Forster

Librarian:
Peal Secretary:
Report Secretary:
Auditor:

Paul Cattermole
Kenneth Frostwick
Judith Frostwick
George Hawkes

ELECTION OF FOUR CENTRAL COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES
Having been duly nominated in accordance with the rules, the following were elected to represent the Association at
meetings of the Central Council of Church Bell Ringers for the three years commencing on the 3rd June, 2002:
Geoffrey Drew, Gale Hodgkinson, David McLean, David Riley
ELECTION OF HONORARY MEMBERS
Having been duly nominated in accordance with the rules, the following were elected by ballot as Honorary Members:
John Dowe, Iris Golden, John Hindrey, Bill Jackson, Osmande Knight, Peter Woodcock
REPORTS BY OFFICERS
The President said that he made visits to all Branches and was encouraged by the work of the officers and the thriving
state of ringing. Taking particular points, he advocated more half-muffled ringing for funerals, as a tribute and a mark
of respect, and also made reference to the importance of sound control, as a means of maintaining bells; availability for
peal-ringing, in the face of the increasing possibility of noise complaints,.

The President reported on the preparations for the visit of the Central Council of Church Bell Ringers in 2002 and also
expressed the hope that peals could be rung to mark the 50th anniversary of the Accession, on the 6th February, 2002.
He concluded by recording thanks to his fellow officers for their support and hard work and also to the sub-committee
dealing with the visit of the Central Council.
The General Secretary reported that the Standing Committee's views on the certification of ringing trainers had been
conveyed to the Central Council, but no reply had yet been received. The Association's Web Site continued to develop,
with the addition of e-mail addresses. He also reported on the provisional results for Quarter Peal Week.
The Ringing Master reported on a successful Training Day and thanked all who had supported the event. He also
reminded the meeting of the Striking Competition on the 22nd September, 2001 and urged members to participate.
The Technical Adviser reported on the programme of bell restoration projects in the Diocese and thanked his team of
helpers and all who had raised funds for the work during the year.
ASSOCIATION FORM OF SERVICE
Gale Hodgkinson reported on the work to review the Association's form of service. The proposal by the sub-committee
for three forms of service had been approved by the Standing Committee. Draft copies were circulated containing: the
existing form; the existing form in updated language; and a new form derived from the new Common Worship. In
agreeing to present the proposal to the meeting for approval, the Standing Committee had also resolved to submit it to
the Diocesan Liturgical Committee, whose agreement would also be required before it could be referred to the Bishop
of Norwich for final approval.
The draft form of service was approved by the meeting.
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING – 2002
It was noted that the next Annual General Meeting would be held in the Eastern Branch. Because of the visit of the
Central Council at the end of May, 2002, the Standing Committee had agreed that the Annual General Meeting should
be held on Easter Monday, 1st April, 2002. Lizzie High announced that the venue would be Blofield, with towers in
Norwich for the evening ringing; a group photograph was planned, the new Bishop of Thetford had been invited to
preach at the service and there were plans for quarter peals and an officers' peal at Great Yarmouth during the morning.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS
Betty Baines announced the formation of a 100 Club to raise money for the Bell Restoration Fund. Sheila Curson
suggested that the Association should produce a mug or goblet as a souvenir of the 125th anniversary of the
Association in 2002 and, at the President's request, agreed to investigate the matter, for consideration by the Standing
Committee. David Riley announced details for the Griston Plate five-bell striking competition on the 2nd June. Paul
Cattermole, the Librarian, reported on the deposit of Association records at the Norfolk Record Office and made a plea
for the minute books of Branch Meetings for inclusion in the Association's archives. Mike Broad referred to a recent
report in The Ringing World from which appeared to indicate that the Central Council's Education Committee had
abandoned the certification of ringing trainers. A suggestion was made that the old recordings of the bells of the
Diocese could be re-issued on CD for the Association's 125th anniversary and Neil Thomas offered to investigate the
possibility. Kathleen Tebble announced details of a garden party and barbecue in aid the Bell Restoration Fund.
CONCLUSION AND VOTES OF THANKS
The President concluded the meeting by recording votes of thanks to the Reverend Paul Illingworth for the use of
Weston Longville church and bells for the service, and for conducting the service, to the organist Dick le Grice and to
Margaret Carter for reading the lesson. Thanks were recorded to the incumbents of Scarning and East Dereham for the
use of the bells during the day, to Mollie Parkin and the local Women's Institute for the tea, and to Roger Broadest and
Margaret Carter for the local arrangements.

Confirmed at the Annual General Meeting on the 1st April, 2002 ........................................
President
RAFFLE
Following the tea, the host Northern Branch conducted the raffle draw . Proceeds for the Bell Restoration Fund and the
Nolan Golden Education Fund amounted to £292.95.

