NORWICH DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION OF RINGERS
Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held at Carleton Rode on the 6th May, 2000
Present
David Heighton – President
David McLean – General Secretary
Michael Stokes – Treasurer
Jeremy Warren – Ringing Master
Aubrey Forster – Technical Adviser
and 75 members and friends
INTRODUCTION
The proceedings commenced with prayer. The President welcomed members to the meeting, in particular Frank
Phillippo, on the 61st anniversary of his election to the Association, and Frank Pearson who had also attained 61 years'
membership.
IN MEMORIAM
The meeting observed silence in memory of members who had died during the past year:
Clifford Bird (Vice-President, Norwich St. Peter Mancroft), Lloyd Chapman (Horsham St. Faith),
Gillian Goodhand (nee Housden) (formerly Norwich St. Peter Mancroft), Frank Heley (Gimingham),
Neville Holland (Holt), Reverend Paul Kelly (Reepham), Peter Kindred (formerly Pakefield),
Michael Parish (Oulton)
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies for absence were received from 21 members.
MINUTES
The Minutes of the previous Annual General Meeting were approved.
MATTERS ARISING
The President reported that he had written to Ernie Shipp, as agreed at the previous Annual General Meeting. In reply
to a question from the floor, Aubrey Forster confirmed that the Bell Restoration Fund information pack had been
prepared. The President congratulated members on the success of their efforts to ring for the Millennium on the 1st
January, 2000.
REPORTS AND ACCOUNTS FOR 1999
The Annual Report and Accounts for 1999, having been previously circulated, were received and adopted.
ELECTION OF OFFICERS FOR 2000/2001
On behalf of members, the President thanked the officers for their work for the Association during the previous year.
Having been duly nominated in accordance with the rules, the following officers were elected for 2000/2001:
President:
General Secretary:
Treasurer:
Ringing Master:
Technical Adviser:

David Heighton
David McLean
Michael Stokes
Jeremy Warren
Aubrey Forster

Librarian:
Peal Secretary:
Report Secretary:
Auditor:

Paul Cattermole
Kenneth Frostwick
Judith Frostwick
George Hawkes

ELECTION OF TWO TRUSTEES OF THE BELL RESTORATION FUND:
Having been duly nominated in accordance with the rules, the following trustees were elected to hold office for three
years:
Paul Cattermole, Aubrey Forster

ELECTION OF VICE-PRESIDENT
On a reference from the Standing Committee, in accordance with the rules, the meeting considered a nomination for the
office of Vice-President and, on the proposal of the President, agreed to waive the requirement for a ballot. Having
been duly proposed and seconded by Frank Arnold and Simon Rudd, Peter Adcock was elected to hold the office of
Vice-President for life.
ELECTION OF HONORARY MEMBERS
The meeting considered a proposal from the Standing Committee that all members of the Association who had attained
50 years' membership should be elected as Honorary Life Members. Frank Arnold expressed opposition to the motion
as a blanket proposal for all. Roger Broadest, as the original proposer, said that it recognised tremendous service by
persons worthy of election. Frank Phillipo, one of the candidates and a Vice-President asked for his nomination to be
withdrawn. Neil Thomas said that it would create confusion between Vice-Presidents and Honorary Life Members and
asked how the procedure would apply in the future. Jeremy Warren said that the honour should be individually and
that it belittled the list of existing Honorary Life Members.
On a proposition by Peter Adcock, it was agreed that the matter be referred back to the Standing Committee for further
consideration.
REPORTS BY OFFICERS
The President referred to the Millennium ringing on the 1st January, 2000 and expressed the hope that members would
make a similar special effort to ring in the start of the next century on the 1st January, 2001. He referred to the
publicity that ringing had received in the local press and, in particular, to the publication of his candid comments in an
article in the Eastern Daily Press. He reported on a peal rung by members to mark the 99th birthday of H.M. Queen
Elizabeth the Queen Mother and urged the Association to arrange special ringing for her 100th birthday in the coming
year. He reminded members of the preparations for the Association to host the annual meeting of the Central Council
of Church Bell Ringers in 2002, which would also be the 125th anniversary of the Association.
The General Secretary reported on the development of the Association's Internet web site, the preparations for the
Central Council's visit in 2002 and on the application of the Association's insurance cover (for members while ringing)
in relation to the proposals for certification of ringing trainers. The matter would be discussed by the Standing
Committee. Mike Broad expressed the view that insurers would, in the future, decline cover unless ringing trainers
were certificated. The meeting asked the Association's Central Council representatives to raise the matter at the
forthcoming annual meeting of the Council.
The Ringing Master reported on the recent Association Training Day and recorded his thanks to the Eastern Branch for
the organisation and catering that had been provided. He also asked for details of achievements in Quarter Peal Week
to be sent to him as soon as possible.
The Technical Adviser reported on the programme of bell restoration projects in the Diocese and thanked his team of
helpers and all who had raised funds for the work during the year. Having accepted the position of Technical Adviser
for a further year, he said that he intended to stand down in 2001 and urged new volunteers to come forward. A
question was raised as to the validity of grant, under the rules of the Bell Restoration Fund, for Norwich All Saints,
being a redundant church. The meeting was advised that it provided a valuable role as a training tower and that the
bells were rung for service at the nearby church of St. John the Baptist, Timberhill and that the trustees and the
Standing Committee were therefore content that it was eligible for grant.
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING – 2001
It was noted that the next Annual General Meeting would be held in the Northern Branch, on the 5th May 2001. The
President reported that the Standing Committee would be considering a proposal to hold the 2002 Annual General
Meeting at Easter the avoid proximity to the Central Council visit

ANY OTHER BUSINESS
David Riley announced details for the Griston Plate five-bell striking competition on the 13th June. James Akehurst
announced plans for ringing at Norwich St. Giles as part of an act of worship in Chapelfield Gardens on the 4th June.
Stephen Day reported on arrangements to celebrate the 50th anniversary of the restoration of the bells of Norwich St.
George, Colegate on the 20th May. John Dowe paid tribute to the work of Harry and Mary Poyner for the Association.
Betty Baines referred to the departure from the area of Chris and Julie Beesley of Bressingham. The Ringing Master
reported on the Association's participation in the Ridgman Trophy striking competition at Wymondham on the 20th
May. Lizzie High announced details of the Hickling Barn Dance in aid of the Bell Restoration Fund on the 1st July.
CONCLUSION AND VOTES OF THANKS
The President concluded the meeting by recording votes of thanks to the Reverend Selwyn Swift for the use of Carleton
Rode church and bells for the service, to the Reverend Alan Wright for conducting the service and to the organist
Ros Forfar and the local choir. Thanks were record to the incumbents of Ditchingham, Long Stratton, Alburgh,
Forncett, Starston, Bunwell, Kenninghall, New Buckenham East Harling and Pulham Market for the use of the bells
during the day , to Anne Lord and her helpers for the catering arrangements and to Kathleen Tebble and Christine
Hales and the members of the Southern Branch for the local arrangements and for their hospitality.

Confirmed at the Annual General Meeting on the 5th May, 2001 ........................................
President
RAFFLE
Following the meeting, the host Southern Branch conducted the raffle draw . Proceeds for the Bell Restoration Fund
and the Nolan Golden Education Fund amounted to £397.49.

