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Welcome from the Editor
Welcome to this issue of Soundbow. Hopefully as the roadmap out of lockdown continues,
we will once again be able to ring those bells together – in the meantime stay safe, we will
get there in the end!

CCCBR Guidance
For the latest guidance on ringing during the pandemic, please go to the Central Council of
Church Bellringers website https://cccbr.org.uk/coronavirus/

NDAR - Survival and Recovery Survey
Catherine Sturgess collated the results from the recently circulated Survival and Recovery
Survey. See Appendix A and further information on page 10.

Keeping in touch
Website: ndar.org.uk
: NDA Ringers and NDA Northern Branch Ringers
For Soundbow submissions, or to have your email address added to the
distribution list contact the editor:
Sue Morton ~ suejmorton@gmail.com ~ 07957 229866

Association business
Your Committee
Chair: Mark Larner, Tel: 07886 571680, melarner@btinternet.com
Secretary: Tom Davis, Ivybush, Duffield Crescent, Lyng, Norwich NR9 5RX.
Tel 01603 872769, tomjdavis00@yahoo.co.uk
Ringing Master: Vacant
Education Officer: Vacant
Branch Technical Advisor: Guy Morton, Tel 07880 540464, guywmorton@yahoo.com
Subscriptions Secretary: Raymond Harwood, 28 Meadow Way, Hellesdon, Norwich
NR6 5NN. Tel 07788 423357, anticlockwise@virginmedia.com
Soundbow (Newsletter) Editor: Sue Morton, Tel: 07957 229866, suejmorton@gmail.com
Branch Committee: Jon Spreadbury. There is a vacancy for another committee member.
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Ryburgh Remembers
Often ringers become involved in chasing self-made challenges, collecting 'ringing trophies'
anorak-ism is a term sometimes levelled at us. This is none of these but simply something
that grew out of a village's desire to remember their fallen sons from the First World War.
This is such a story set in the village of Great Ryburgh, Norfolk, that nestles in a valley of
the River Wensum. I'll let Peter Trent, Ringing Master, take the story on.
During the Spring of 2014 several groups and
individuals were convened by a villager who
wanted a commemorative project to run in the
village marking the WW1 centenary. Its proposals
were a Memorial Woodland, renovation and
cleaning of the Village War Memorial obelisk and
a "Poppy Plaque" trail to mark the site of
dwellings of those killed in the conflict. I was at
the meeting as “local historian” together with
two other ex-servicemen with an interest in
Andrew's Great Ryburgh
military history. The church was specifically
excluded so we never met again but the “Ryburgh
Remembers” banner was taken up by Steve Bushby who promoted everything in the press
and social media. The Village Memorial was cleaned up through the Parish Council and the
Wildlife Group established the Memorial Woodland. I started on the collation of the
histories together with Steve Bushby and Steve Tipler. Anne Prentis, churchwarden,
concerned that the church had been so specifically ignored, felt that this was an
unworkable omission in the circumstances. Knowing that there were grants available
specifically for WW1 projects and finding that Ryburgh Remembers wasn’t making any
application to the HLF, Anne initiated the Think and Thank project. The aims were to try
to secure funding for the WW1 Screen in the church to be cleaned and conserved, a new
website up and running, and to provide the necessary display boards. It was also necessary
to organise the other community related aspects to fulfil all the HLF requirements. The
grant was awarded and by the start of the
Centenary Events the two projects were
running cooperatively. It was clear from the
outset that a "Poppy Plaque” trail was a nonstarter as properties, for the most part, were
impossible to locate or were no longer
existing. We also kept on finding village
names and family associations that were not
included on the two main contemporary
memorials within the village. It was clear that
we needed to find a way to remember them
all. Everything was initially geared to the
launch during Open Churches Week in August
Church Memorial Screen
2014 and a peal for the anniversary of the
first soldier to die was arranged for November 1st. That date brought together the first of
the “large response occasions" when descendants travelled to the village, met unknown
relations, were fed in the church, planted memorial trees and listened to the peal.
Thereafter,"Ryburgh Remembers" and "Think and Thank" became largely synonymous. It
was Anne who co-ordinated all this which she continued to do throughout the 4 years with
her usual enthusiasm
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Up until then it hadn't been planned to have a peal on each occasion, but it seemed so
right that they rather just continued to happen, mainly thanks to the involvement and
enthusiasm of the participants. In doing so and in conjunction with the research on each of
the men, they have created the only memorial that includes everyone that needed to be
remembered in Ryburgh and share equal pride of place (if that is the right term to use)
without the prejudices that attended the provision of the original war memorials and
inscriptions. Although there was coincidently, one lapsed ringer who died, 1890’s NDA
probationer, Robert William Barker, the peal series was never intended as a ringers’
memorial. It has however turned out to be, a real memorial by ringers. (Peter Trent)
Simon Rudd now takes the ringing story forwards:

The above peal was what started it all off for me. Peter Trent and I had been friends and
rung together regularly for a number of years and, on occasions, if some special ringing was
needed, he would drop me an email with his idea and a suggested solution.
I think David Brown arranged the above peal and we were introduced to the village’s
amazing project to commemorate the centenary of EVERY Ryburgh man who gave his life
for his country. I am told that it was me who suggested that we ring a peal for every man,
but I have no recollection of it. What was apparent from the very beginning was that the
village and, in particular, the dedicated researchers who put in all of the effort to
document the personal histories of each individual were inspired by their work. The way in
which the information was displayed in church and the willingness to provide refreshment
to us and others was a tremendous commitment.
To be close to people who are so motivated is infectious and so, I guess, it rubbed off onto
a number of us and we all bought into the idea of the unique series of peals.
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Personally, I became committed to ringing in as many as I was able to do and, as the
project developed, David Brown and I tended to share out the organisation of bands. A
group of others – Richard Carter, Guy Morton, James Hughes shared our enthusiasm and
gave of their time and energy to see this through. What resulted was a truly unique event
in which I take great pride from my involvement. No other village in the country came
anywhere close to emulating this feat, which
is a testament to the energy of Peter Trent
and the Ryburgh ringers and many other
villagers. Significant among the contributions
to this project was that made by Anne
Prentis. After every peal the band were
treated to a wonderful tea prepared by her,
often single-handedly. It was always a great
pleasure, particularly on a cold day, to get
into the last extent of the peal and to smell
the sausages and bacon cooking downstairs.
Thank you, Anne!
One of Anne's sumptuous post peal teas
An amazing project worthy of recognition.
And so, to the ringing statistics: There were 46 peals in total rung. These were
predominantly rung at St Andrew's, Great Ryburgh although when there was more than one
combatant to remember on a day other towers or handbells were used. Thanks must go to
the incumbents of Whissonsett, North Elmham and Wells-next-the-Sea who kindly allowed
peal attempts on their bells. In total 72 different ringers took part with Simon Rudd (30),
Richard Carter(28) and David Brown(23) leading the way. Also, it should be noted that
Peter Trent who started all of this ring also rang in 21 of the peals. Performances were
mainly accredited to the NDA (40) with 2 for the Oxford Diocesan Guild and 1 each Ely
Diocesan Guild, Suffolk Guild and Society of Royal Cumberland Youths. There were 2
handbell peals: One of Bristol S Maximus and the other Cambridge S Royal both rung in the
St Thomas' Chapel in Great Ryburgh Church. As the peals at Ryburgh were rung half
muffled peal speeds were naturally slower and ranged from 2h 42 to 3h 2. Personally, I
enjoyed the slower ones. Ryburgh's pre-Simpson tuned Taylor Six are so noble when rung at
a more measured pace. After the first peal rung which was Stedman Doubles, peals were
all of Minor. Most frequently rung were peals of seven different Surprise methods. In
total there were 1 Delight, 4 Treble Bob, 11 Plain and 26 Surprise different methods rung.
In conclusion this unique project is something that I don't think will be done again. To ring
so many peals in one place, over a a relatively short amount of time and without failure is
not only noteworthy but a true mark of respect to all those who gave their lives in the
service of their country from one small Norfolk village.
The following links will take you to a variety of sources linked to this project
BellBoard's Ryburgh Remembers:
https://bb.ringingworld.co.uk/event.php?id=6182
Ryburgh Remembers Peal Records, Photos of the Peal Bands
https://www.standrewsgreatryburgh.org.uk/world-war-1-commemorations/world-war-1commemorations.php
Histories of the Fallen
https://www.standrewsgreatryburgh.org.uk/world-war-1-commemorations/those-whoserved/
Richard Carter
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An Old Photograph
A neighbour gave me this photograph recently, and there are faces here which some of you
will remember. Even if you did not know them, you may at least be able to put faces to
names on peal boards. Some of you will recognise the photograph after I shared it on
‘Facebook’, but I have added extra detail here.

The band is, from left to right, Frank Arnold, Leslie Bailey, Billy Barrett, William (Billy)
Clover, Harry Tooke and Tom Spight. The tower is Attleborough where this band rang a
peal of 7 Minor methods on 27 March 1967, conducted by Billy Barrett. ‘Pealbase’ shows
that these individuals rang just one peal at Attleborough, so the date was easy to find.
The methods were Double Court, Double Oxford, Cambridge, St Clement’s, Oxford TB,
Plain Bob and Kent TB. This collection of methods was known locally as the ‘Bottle Seven’.
Billy Barret’s full name was Henry William Barrett. His nickname, ‘Bottle’, was short for
‘Hot Water Bottle’ derived from his initials. Billy called dozens of peals using that set of
methods, usually with the Double Court first because it was the one most likely to go
wrong. He lived in Loddon, was a member of the Mancroft Guild and served as NDA
Secretary and Treasurer (all one job in those days) from 1962-1978. He died in 1985.
Frank Arnold from Bunwell was a stalwart member of the Southern Branch. He rang 1482
peals of which 947 were of Minor. These included fifty consecutive Christmas Eve peals at
Long Stratton – Billy Barrett was in the first twenty-five. Frank died in 2010.
Leslie Bailey rang at Mancroft and was NDA Ringing Master from 1976-1981. He has rung
over 500 NDA peals, of which he conducted 315. He is the only surviving member of the
band, but no longer lives in Norfolk.
William 'Billy' Clover was Ringing Master at Wymondham for over thirty years. At the time
of this photograph the work to re-cast the old Wymondham eight and augment to ten was
in progress. Sad to say this peal at Attleborough was his final one of over four hundred. He
died six weeks later, on 6 May 1967, aged 73, before the new Abbey bells were installed they were dedicated at the end of July 1967. The Treble at Wymondham has the
inscription 'William Clover Ringing Master 1935 – 1967'.
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Harry Tooke and Tom Spight also rang at Wymondham. Harry was Northern Branch
Secretary for over thirty years and became Ringing Master at Wymondham in succession to
Billy Clover. One of his jobs was as a school crossing patrol in Wymondham, at a time when
the A11 went through town. It is said that major holdups happened when he stopped the
traffic to have a ‘mardle’ with one of his ringing friends driving by. Harry died in 1983.
Tom Spight was a loyal supporter of the NDA and taught lots of people to ring.
Wymondham’s tower logbook has many peal entries illuminated and decorated by Tom,
who also produced totals for the number of changes rung in the tower each year. He was
very good at making visitors welcome. The first peal of Damgate Surprise Royal was rung in
his memory shortly after his death in 1982. The method was named after the street where
Tom lived at the instigation of a member of the band who visited Wymondham regularly.
Hayden Charles

Now for something a little different!
History of a Mini Ring
I well remember a few years ago Pauline and I supported
a fund-raising event in aid of the proposed new Discovery
Centre for St Peter Mancroft held at Bishop Grahams
lovely garden in Norwich (well nearly as nice
mine!) apart from the garden its vistas, the tea and
cakes, having a chat with old ringing friends I was
fascinated by Richard’s Mini Ring standing proudly at the
top of the lawn. Hayden asked “have you had a ring
yet?” Having only once before tried mini ringing (in Pete
Sawyer’s garage and not being impressed!) I nervously
said okay and with a few wise words from Richard and
Steve D soon mastered the handling on this far better
setup and even managed a reasonable 120 Grandsire
Doubles.
A year later, on a lovely sunny day in July we again supported Mancroft Discovery Centre
with an open garden here at Journeys End (better than Norwich!!). Having been impressed
by Richard’s Mini ring we thought it a good idea to invite him and his team to join us
together with his Mini Ring not only as ringers but as an additional attraction for nonringers to have a try, it all worked well with many folk trying their hand at Mini ringing!! As
well as raising some dosh!
However, I was disappointed not to be able to have
another chance at ringing Richard’s bells anybody who's
ever promoted an event such as this will know one
hasn't time to breathe there's so much to do!!!
At that time and recently retired from a lifetime in the
joinery industry and rapidly running out of worthwhile
projects plus beginning to get under Pauline's feet
there was a serious need to come up with something to
get one’s mind working again!
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Now some folk call them light bulb moments (so why can't I have a Mini ring of my own I
thought?) after a while the light began to shine even brighter, I have the facility to house
them (a large double garage well away from neighbours with not much in it), 50 years’
experience of joinery and the like.
I learned to ring at St Andrews Gorleston nearly 60 years ago and have always enjoyed
ringing, sadly, as I grow older the legacy of standing and physical work has taken its toll
with arthritis being an on-going problem.
So, would a Mini Ring be the answer to all of this? However, there was one major problem
to overcome, can I persuade my financial manager to release the funding for my little
project? So, working on an on-going points scoring basis with promises of long haul holidays
and she could always watch Strictly no matter what, I managed it but promising I would
teach her to ring again on the Mini Ring after 40 years of non-ringing (not a bad deal!)
Now the talking was over it was time to come up with a cunning plan.
The end game here is to create a half-way house (if you like) between tower bells and mini
rings that go extremely well are easy to handle within a clean and pleasant environment!
1. Make contact with Matthew Higby providing a specification with exact details. Matthew
supplied 8 bells, Tenor 21 lb in D, all wheels, headstocks, clappers, bearing, fittings and
ropes.
2. Approve Matthews estimate, send deposit.
3. Hire skip, de-clutter garage including roof space, fit new floor to roof trusses, create
new trapdoor with sound control, make 8 new rope bosses and fit to ceiling, paint floor
with special floor paint.

4. Make the 8 individual bell frames. The plan was to hang the bells individually creating a
larger than normal circle for mini rings.
5. Carefully hang the bells in a 2-metre diameter circle on the newly created floor.
6. Invite friends around for a try out.
7. With a few minor adjustments job done.
8. We now have a super mini ring with a tenor of 21 lbs that go extremely well, easy to
handle with a lovely warm sound!
It’s now 18 months since we started regular twice monthly practices that are now on going.
If anyone would like to join us, please email stephen.high12@btinternet.com for
additional info - everybody welcome!
Stephen High
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Work at Aylsham
After a visit by the Mancroft band an observation was
made to the effect that our bearings at Aylsham
weren’t quite right. I decided to investigate, and yes,
the lubricant in the bearings was well past its’ "best by"
date and it needed attention.
Andrew Nicholson of Nicholson Engineering was asked
to come and have a look and to give an estimate, which
he did, at the same time suggesting that while the bells
were dismantled, we had any remaining stubs of the
cast crown staples removed.
This was agreed to
and on March 1st
work began. The
wheels came off and
the tenor headstock
was removed with no
problems. When the ninth was tackled and the headstock
was removed, everything turned to worms. 12 bolt holes
were found in the top of the bell along with a cavity
caused by the metal not running when the bell was cast.
There were also cracks totalling 21 inches.
Andrew remarks in his
report that he was
surprised that the bell
has survived intact for
so long. The rest of the
bells were dismantled
and out of the ten bells, seven were found to have cracks
between eleven and seventeen inches long. The third is
almost as bad as the ninth. The bells will have to be
removed to Soundweld to be repaired and then reinstalled.
Needless to say, Aylsham will be out of order for some
time, as we have quite a lot of money to raise to pay for
this work. Does anybody have the odd £40,000 they don’t
know what to do with??
I would like to thank Phil De Paolo for his help with the work on the bells, he saved us a lot
of money. Phil is a very handy chap to know, he lives in Aylsham and as well as being very
pleasant, he is the person to have around if you want a good job made of an odd job.
Thank you, Phil!
If you would like to make a donation towards this project, the account for transfers is
40070874, sort code 09-01-29 and cheques payable to St. Michaels Guild of Ringers can be
sent to Mike Cocker at 5 Jegon Close, Aylsham NR11 6JP.
Mike Cocker
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NDA Subscriptions
Please note that due to COVID-19 and its impact on NDA activities, all members who paid a
subscription fee in 2020 will NOT be required to pay a subscription fee in 2021. Any new
members joining during 2021 will be required to pay a subscription in the normal way.

Easter Door Hanging
The very talented Jill Breeze made this beautiful Easter door
hanging. I wonder what other non-ringing related things folk have
got up to during lockdown? Have we found hidden talents
amongst our number?
Editor

Message from the NDA Webmaster
Hello everybody. As we all look forward to, hopefully, a return to ringing later in the
Spring, I thought it was a good time to remind everyone about the various useful resources
available on the NDA website at ndar.org.uk
Resources include:
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

A full schedule of planned NDA (Association and branch) events. This is looking rather
“thin” at the moment (just showing the Association AGM in August), but I’m sure it will
fill out when we become more certain of a return to ringing – so do keep an eye open
for new events
A full list of tower information, plus an interactive map of ringable towers in the
Diocese
The Association Annual Reports
going back to 2017 which can also
be downloaded in a PDF format
Listing and contact details of all
the Association and branch officers
Information on available annual
subscriptions and rates
Policies such as Safeguarding,
Privacy and Conflicts of Interest
Information on the NDA library and
catalogue of its contents
A list of links to other useful online
resources, such as the various NDA
facebook pages
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You should also note that branch newsletters are available on the website and if you wish
to be notified when new newsletters are available you can be alerted by email by
subscribing to updates at : ndar.org.uk/branches/newsletter-notifications/
I would encourage you to spend some time exploring the site to discover the resources
which are available to you. I am always happy to receive constructive feedback and any
ideas or suggestions about the site.
Finally, all websites are as good as the quality and currency of information on them.
Please do therefore let me know of any changes. Especially:
•
•
•
•

Changes to individual tower contacts and other information
New Association and branch events as they become scheduled
Changes to branch office holders
Let me know about members who pass away so that I can add them to our ‘In
Memoriam’ page where we can include a short obituary
Martin Farrimond
NDA Webmaster
webmaster@ndar.org.uk

The NDAR Survival and Recovery Survey
Catherine Sturgess has recently sent out survey to all the tower correspondents in the
NDAR, the results have been published on social media and sent it out to the tower
correspondents that were able to complete the survey, the results are in Appendix A.
Thank you to all involved in this as it will help us focus where help is needed as ringing
resumes.
The NDAR education committee will use the information obtained in future planning. If you
would like to be involved in helping with the recovery process or have any ideas, please
email the NDAR General Secretary, Nikki Thomas, generalsecretary@ndar.org.uk.
Over the coming weeks and months, we will be highlighting some of the information,
advice and online courses available via the survival and recovery toolbox
http://ringingteachers.org/survival-and-recovery-toolbox. We will be using the NDAR
facebook page and the NDA mailing list for this. If you are not already on the mailing list,
you may wish to subscribe to it via this link. https://ndar.org.uk/association/on-lineresources/
Nikki Thomas

Tolling in memory of HRH the Duke of Edinburgh
Many towers across the branch were able to toll a bell in memory of HRH the Duke of
Edinburgh at noon on Saturday 10th April or on the previous day when his death was
announced. Thanks to all who took part. It was good to be able to do something to
commemorate this from a bellringing point of view despite all the current restrictions. It is
expected that many towers will repeat the exercise prior to his funeral.
Sue Morton
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Peals & Quarters in the Northern Branch
Ringing Room Quarters
Thursday, 3 December 2020
1320 Cambridge Surprise Minor
1–2 Nikki R Thomas, 3–4 Michael G Clements, 5–6 Simon A Rudd (C)
Sunday, 10 January 2021
1300 Plain Bob Royal
1–2 Nikki R Thomas, 3–4 Guy W Morton, 5–6 Richard P J Carter, 7–8 Simon A Rudd (C), 9–10 Hayden
Charles. Get well soon Robert Harris
Thursday, 14 January 2021
1280 Plain Bob Major
1–2 Nikki R Thomas, 3–4 Michael G Clements, 5–6 Simon A Rudd, 7–8 Richard P J Carter (C)
First as conductor in hand.
Friday, 12 February 2021
1344 Plain Bob Major
1–2 Hayden Charles, 3–4 Richard P J Carter, 5–6 Simon A Rudd, 7–8 Nikki R Thomas (C)
Monday, 15 February 2021
1280 Yorkshire Surprise Major
1–2 Nikki R Thomas, 3–4 Guy W Morton, 5–6 Richard P J Carter, 7–8 Simon A Rudd (C)
Wednesday, 17 February 2021
1296 Plain Bob Major
1–2 Nikki R Thomas, 3–4 Guy W Morton, 5–6 Simon A Rudd (C), 7–8 Hayden Charles
Saturday, 20 February 2021
1296 Plain Bob Major
1–2 Nikki R Thomas, 3–4 Guy W Morton, 5–6 Simon A Rudd (C), 7–8 Hayden Charles
Wednesday, 24 February 2021
1280 Yorkshire Surprise Major
1–2 Nikki R Thomas, 3–4 Guy W Morton, 5–6 Richard P J Carter, 7–8 Simon A Rudd (C)
Monday, 1 March 2021
1296 Plain Bob Major
1–2 Simon A Rudd (C), 3–4 Hayden Charles, 5–6 Nikki R Thomas, 7–8 Richard P J Carter
Thursday, 18 March 2021
1320 Treble Bob Royal (2m)
Kent Treble Bob & Bastow Little
1–2 Simon A Rudd, 3–4 Peter C Randall, 5–6 David C Brown (C), 7–8 Richard P J Carter
9–10 Hayden Charles
Thursday, 25 March 2021
1320 Treble Bob Royal (2m)
Kent Treble Bob & Bastow Little
Composed by Simon A Rudd
1–2 Nikki R Thomas, 3–4 Guy W Morton, 5–6 David C Brown (C), 7–8 Peter C Randall,
9–10 Simon A Rudd, First of Treble Bob Royal in hand, 1-2 & 3-4
Thursday, 8 April 2021
1344 Plain Bob Major
1–2 Richard P J Carter, 3–4 Simon A Rudd, 5–6 Nikki R Thomas (C), 7–8 Guy W Morton
Rung to the memory of Alan Ellis of Vancouver, a good friend to St Peter Mancroft and Bushey
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Other Quarters
Aylsham, The Simulator (0–0–22):
Monday, 14 December 2020 in 38m
1260 Grandsire Triples
1 Jamie Watson, 2–10 Abel Ringing Simulator. First Quarter on The Simulator
Monday, 8 February 2021 in 39m
1260 Grandsire Triples
1 Jamie Watson, 2–10 Abel Ringing Simulator
Monday, 15 February 2021 in 40m
1259 Grandsire Caters
1 Jamie Watson, 2–10 Abel Ringing Simulator. Rung as the Discords server Monday quarter
Sunday, 21 February 2021 in 28m
1369 Plain Bob Doubles
1–4 Abel Ringing Simulator, 5 Jamie Watson, 6 Abel Ringing Simulator
First Quarter peal on an inside bell and got a striking score of 8.7!
Wednesday, 10 March 2021 in 32m
1369 Plain Bob Doubles
1–4 Abel Ringing Simulator, 5 Jamie Watson, 6 Abel Ringing Simulator
Sunday, 21 March 2021 in 26m
1369 Plain Bob Doubles
Quickest quarter!!
1–2 Abel Ringing Simulator, 3 Jamie Watson, 4–6 Abel Ringing Simulator
Sheringham – Saxilby Simulator:
Tuesday 17th November 2020 in 40 minutes
1260 Grandsire Triples
1 Abel, 2 Sue Morton, 3-8 Abel (C). To welcome Revd Ian & Jo Dyble to the Weybourne Group
Friday 18th December 2020 in 40 minutes
1260 Grandsire Triples
1 – Abel, 2 Sue Morton, 3-8 Abel (C). In loving memory of Pip – loyal companion to Theo Crowder
for almost 18 years and much-loved member of the St Andrew’s Holt band. Rest in Peace Pip, we
will all miss you
Sunday 24th January 2021 in 39 minutes
1279 Stedman Doubles
1 – Sue Morton, 2-6 Abel (C). In loving memory of Mary D Kinchin, my Mum
Monday 29th March 2021 in 40 minutes
1260 Erin Triples
1 – Sue Morton, 2-6 Abel (C). Rung to welcome Martha Erin, my Great Niece
Sheringham – “eBells”
Friday 12th February 2021
1280 Yorkshire Surprise Major
1-2 Abel, 3-4 Guy Morton, 5-6 Abel (C). Rung in memory of Mary Kinchin, my mother-in-law whose
funeral took place today. May she rest in peace.
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Miscellaneous Performances
Norwich, Under the tower of St Peter Mancroft
Sunday, 13 December 2020 (18 in G)
Rounds and Various Courses
Courses of Plain Bob Royal, Plain Bob Major, Cambridge S Minor, Rounds on 10
1–2 Nikki R Thomas, 3–4 Michael G Clements, 5–6 David C Brown, 7–8 Gillian H Knox,
9–10 Richard P J Carter, 11–12 Simon A Rudd. For Sunday Service
Norwich, Below St Peter Mancroft Tower
Sunday, 20 December 2020 (18 in A)
768 Major (3m)
3 Leads Kent TB Major, 2 half courses Lincolnshire S Major, 2 touches Plain Bob Major
1–2 Nikki R Thomas (C), 3–4 David C Brown (C), 5–6 Richard P J Carter, 7–8 Simon A Rudd (C)
For Morning Service
Norwich, Norfolk, St George, Colegate
Sunday, 4 April 2021 in 15m (9–2–24 in G♯)
312 Double Bob Minimus
For Easter
Norwich Diocesan Association
Lammas, St Andrew
Sunday, 11 April 2021 in 15m (8–2–17 in G♯)
Call Changes
2 Richard Johns, 4 Anna Johns, 6 Pat Johns. Rung half muffled before Holy Communion Service
Tolling for the Funeral of Captain Sir Tom Moore on Saturday 27th February
Norwich, St George, Colegate (9–2–24 in G♯)
100 Tolling
Tenor tolled 100 times
Felmingham, Norfolk, St Andrew (15–3–26 in F)
100 Tolling
7 Jamie Watson
Aylsham, The Simulator (0–0–22)
100 Tolling
1 Jamie Watson
Tolling for National Day of Reflection on Tuesday 23rd March
Norwich, St Michael and All Angels, Coslany, (14½ in F)
Norwich, St George, Colegate, (9–2–24 in G♯)
Our thoughts are with all those families who have lost loved ones during the covid 19 pandemic.
Tolling in memory of HRH The Duke of Edinburgh
Wymondham, Abbey
Friday, 9 April 2021
99 Tolling
9 Hayden Charles. In Memory of HRH The Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh, who died this morning.
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Wymondham, Abbey
Saturday, 10 April 2021
99 Whole Pull Tolling Half Muffled
9 Hayden Charles. At midday to mark the death of HRH The Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh
Wiveton, St Mary the Virgin
Saturday, 10 April 2021 (11–1–7 in G)
99 Tolling
6 Lorraine Marks
Norwich Diocesan Association
Weston Longville, All Saints
Saturday, 10 April 2021 (10–2–17 in G)
99 Tolling. For H.R.H. The Prince Philip Duke of Edinburgh
Upper Sheringham, All Saints
Saturday, 10 April 2021 (6–0–1 in B♭)
Tolling - 99 whole pulls on half muffled tenor
6 Sue Morton
Tunstead, St Mary the Virgin
Saturday, 10 April 2021 (10–3–10 in G)
99 Tolling
8 Aubrey S Forster. In thanksgiving for the life of H.R.H. Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh.
Reymerston, St Peter
Saturday, 10 April 2021 (5–2–7 in A)
99 Tolling. For H.R.H The Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh
Norwich, St Peter Mancroft
Saturday, 10 April 2021 (37–3–15 in B)
99 Tolling
12 Neil Thomas
Norwich, St Michael and All Angels, Coslany
Saturday, 10 April 2021
Tolling. For H.R.H. Philip, The Duke of Edinburgh
Norwich, St Giles
Saturday, 10 April 2021 (13–3–21 in F)
99 Tolling
8 Ian Soe-Wright. 99 tolls on the tenor (half muffled) at 12 noon in memory of HRH The Prince
Phillip, Duke of Edinburgh
Norwich, St George, Colegate
Saturday, 10 April 2021
Tolling. For H.R.H. The Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh
Northrepps, St Mary
Saturday, 10 April 2021 (11–1–0 in F♯)
99 Tolling. For H.R.H The Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh
Mattishall, All Saints
Saturday, 10 April 2021 (14 in E)
99 Tolling. For H.R.H. The Prince Philip Duke of Edinburgh
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Lyng, St Margaret
Saturday, 10 April 2021 (9 in A♭)
99 Tolling - On tenor bell
5 Tom Davis. Ringing In Memoriam HRH The Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh
Lammas, St Andrew
Saturday, 10 April 2021 (8–2–17 in G♯)
99 Tolling - Half Muffled
5 Richard Johns. Rung in memoriam - HRH Prince Phillip. Remembering all he did for our Queen
and Country.
Holt, St Andrew
Saturday, 10 April 2021 (7–0–8 in A)
Tolling - 99 whole pulls on half muffled tenor
8 Guy W Morton
Garvestone, St Margaret
Saturday, 10 April 2021 (10 in G)
99 Tolling. For H.R.H The Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh
Barnham Broom, St Peter and St Paul
Saturday, 10 April 2021 (9–0–20 in G)
99 Tolling. For H.R.H The Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh

Submitted by Guy Morton
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Norwich Diocesan Association of Ringers: Survival
and recovery survey
Background to the survey
As part of the Recovery and Survival toolbox, ART and the Central Council designed a
short survey to send to tower captains or secretaries. It covers what has been happening
since March 2020 and concerns about the return to ringing. Because the area covered by
the NDAR is so large the standard survey was tailored to provide some information by
branch.
A link to the survey was sent to all tower correspondents for whom there was an email
address on the NDAR website.

Survey response rates
Survey responses were received covering 88 towers – some of the responses covered
multiple towers.

COVERAGE OF 153 NDAR
TOWERS WITH AT LEAST 5
BELLS
Survey completed

COVERAGE OF THE 60 TOWERS
WHICH HAD 5 OR MORE MEMBERS
IN 2019 PER NDAR WEBSITE

No survey completed

Survey completed

No survey completed

22%

42%
58%
78%

C OVER AGE O F T H E 153 TOWERS BY B R AN C H
Survey completed

No survey

19
10
30

7
28
21

27
11

NORTHERN

EASTERN

WESTERN

SOUTHERN

It can be seen that the survey achieved poor coverage of Southern branch towers, so the
results don’t necessarily reflect fully what is going on in that area.

What was the position before the pandemic?
To establish a baseline position, the survey asked if there was regular ringing at the
tower before March 2020.

REGULAR RINGING AT THE TOWER
PRIOR TO MARCH 2020?
Yes, this tower had its own band of ringers.
Yes, by ringers from other towers.
No, there is no local band of ringers who rang here regularly.
14%

24%
62%

REGULAR RINGING AT THE TOWER
PRIOR TO MARCH 2020?
No, there is no local band of ringers who rang here regularly.
Yes, by ringers from other towers.
Yes, this tower had its own band of ringers.
3
5

5
2

6

6
20
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2
4
6

NORTHERN

EASTERN

WESTERN

SOUTHERN

Ringing during the pandemic
The survey asked what has been happening since 16 th March 2020 at the towers where
there had previously been regular ringing (76 towers). Most have managed to ring at
some time, although for some this has been restricted to chiming or tolling. Only 12
towers reported ringing at Christmas. There is a significant minority of towers that
have been silent throughout the pandemic.

HAVE YOU RUNG FOR SUNDAY SERVICES
WHEN PERMITTED? IF SO, HOW MANY
RINGERS HAVE TAKEN PART?
Not rung

1-2

3-4

9%

5-6

More than 6

4%

25%

54%

8%

Have you rung for Sunday services when permitted? If so
how many ringers have taken part?
30
25
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15

3
1

5

1
3
2

8

1

8

10
5

3

13

12

9

7

Western

Southern

0
Northern

Eastern
Not rung

1-2

3-4

5-6

More than 6

Number of towers that have
rung for reasons other than
Sunday services

DID YOUR TOWER RING FOR
CHRISTMAS?
Yes

No

15
10

16%

5
0
Northern

84%

Eastern

Western

Southern

Towers that didn't ring on Sundays
Towers that rang on Sundays

Ringing other than for Sunday services was mostly tolling or chiming. Reasons included:
funerals, weddings, VE day, VJ day, Remembrance Day and 6pm tolling.

On-line ringing
13 towers are involved in Ringing Room sessions. (8 northern, 3 eastern, 1 western, 1
southern) Some of these are run jointly between towers (there are only 5 discrete
northern branch sessions), and it is often the experience that not all band members
want to take part. On the other hand, “spare” members of other bands where there is no
online ringing can be keen to join.
No other online ringing platforms were reported as being used.

Communication with band members during the pandemic
Most bands have
maintained some form of
regular contact with their
members during the
pandemic, but seven
towers reported not doing
so.

TOWER BANDS THAT HAVE MAINTAINED
CONTACT WITH MEMBERS
No regular
contact

Emails and phone calls are
the most popular methods
of keeping in touch, but
Zoom (particularly for
those groups using Ringing
Room), facebook and
Whatsapp are also used.
And some people simply
bump into one another, or
arrange to meet.

Some form of
regular contact

Problems with the bells or tower

Have you had any problems with the bells or fittings?
18
16
14
12
10
8
6
4
2
0
Unable to check
bells

Intruders

Pests (birds, mice,
squirrels, bats etc)

Wind or rain
damage

Building repairs or
third party work
needed

Looking to the future
Band members not returning
Lots of bands expect to have at least one band member who does not return.

Are you concerned that one or more members of your
band may not reurn to ringing?
30
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15
10
5
0
Not concerned

1

2

3 or more

New recruits
Nine towers have been able to identify at least one new recruit (2 have identified two)!
New leadership?
Is it likely that there may be new people taking
over responsibilities within your band? If so, in
what role?
Ringing Teacher
Secretary
Steeple Keeper
Tower Captain
Tower Captain, Steeple Keeper, Correspondent/
Secretary
Tower Captain, Steeple Keeper, Ringing Teacher
All Officers serve a max of 3 years.
It remains to be seen. But there will be a hiatus in
ringing because of structural issues which limit ringing
to once a month.
No team so would like help to establish one please
Particular problems about the church here - hard to
predict

Number of towers
1
2
1
2
1
2
1
1
1
1

The concerns about the return to ringing
The most common concern about the return to ringing is the shortage of ringers.

Main concerns about the return to ringing were identified as:
No concerns

Other specific
Lack of recent practice
Neighbours complaints
Bells and fittings
Future of the church
Standard of ringing
Age profile of the band
Shortage of ringers in the band
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“Return to ringing” events

Are you considering organising a "return to ringing" event
for your band?
Refresh skills and confidence at other towers first
Drinks and food
WhatsApp meeting
Simulator practice
Refresher handling practice
Tower meeting to discuss practicalities
Nothing planned
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70

It’s possible that the lack of plans is because it’s too early for bands to have started
thinking about this yet.

Help and advice requirements
Towers that would benefit from training or more information on
the following:

Working with businesses
Advice on re-starting ringing "covid safe"
Beginning method ringing
Comms & PR
Using a ringing simulator
Tower captain skills

Teaching early ringers - up to their first method
Bell maintenance & tower stewardship
Recruitment & retention
Teaching bellhandling
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Comments and offers or requests for help
We could do with help teaching bell handling as we have no one able to give regular
lessons.
Things may change by June, when we may be able to ring again.
At the moment the church is having to repair the roof and the wall. Until this has
been done and paid for there is no chance of fund raising for the bells.
Our band rings at three towers. We have been ringing 4-5 at one for services by means
of a family unit with another ringer in our support bubble (but for no more than 15
minutes at a time). Ringing Room sessions also include ringers from three other
towers.
My fear is that with very few ringers likely to remain in the band, probably no more
than 4/5 and that is ONLY if social distancing rules are relaxed, if not it will be no
more than 3, the bells will be rung only by scratch groups for special events until
normality arrives and we can recruit brand new ringers.

35

Think there will be many rural churches that never reopen fully and a branch
reorganisation will be required maybe ringing bubbles.
As a tower we work closely with the ringers from another tower on a joint support
basis and rely on their support to make up numbers for Sunday ringers. We anticipate
that this will continue post lockdown.
We hope to get back as a band asap and may do some 1 to 1 training to get back into
shape.
As the sole ringer left in the village, I now only hold the key and myself ring at other
towers.
When restrictions have permitted services but not ringing, we have had one person
chiming one bell prior to the service instead of ringing.
We're too inexperienced for our challenging bells.
Only two in the home band - and one now has physical problems making ringing more
difficult. Tower Captain is not so young and regular maintenance becoming a problem.
No idea who will take over when he's gone.
Surprisingly, I haven't missed ringing.
I’ve had more time to relax. not rushing out three or four nights week. Also have
weekends back.
Visiting ringers welcome by arrangement.
We now have five ringing members who are all fully qualified for child protection
status.
I am the only ringing member of the band.
It was a shame that the Ringing Remembers recruits have had to stop ringing just as
they were making real progress. Most are keen to return but may need help to regain
skills on real bells.
I believe that this tower is at risk from falling silent due to the age of the band where
I am the youngest!!!! Practices are supported by ringers from other towers and
wouldn’t be sustainable with only local ringers.
If other local bands are short on numbers for services, some of us are happy to help
out. We can't offer much beyond rounds and call changes and lots of enthusiasm. We
would need to set up a forum to share this information - perhaps a service ringing rota
at branch level?
We have a small band of local ringers supported by friends from various local towers.
Last year I told everyone that I wished to stand down as Tower Captain but no-one is
willing.
Apparently, the belfry will need clearing as pigeons have taken up residence and the
bells will need a good 'going over' before they are rung. I usually email everyone as I

can no longer hear on the phone. To be honest, I don't feel very hopeful about the
future of ringing at my tower.

I expect to lose two ringers, but this is through age and infirmity and was expected. I
am somewhat concerned at what level of commitment we will see from the rest of the
band; people move on. I have hopes of recruiting some learners as we have an
excellent parish magazine and I am in the process of educating people about ringing
and building up to an appeal for recruits. I am concerned about my physical ability to
teach. I may be over-optimistic about my ability to recruit, but nonetheless my main
concern is teaching them, as there's only me. I am wondering about formal cooperation
with another tower. Some of our band may be reluctant to embrace change. My dream
scenario is to recruit someone who ultimately will be able to share the load with me,
as it gets a bit lonely being the only one trying to push things along. Trouble is anyone
with real potential is likely to move elsewhere, to easier bells and better ringing. We'll
have to see. I have long-term fears for our church due to small and dying
congregation. We are a service band above all and without services enthusiasm will
wane. But in spite of all this I am optimistic and will continue to do what I can. I
would like to have some integration among the ringing towers in our benefice, so we
can cover for teaching and service ringing.
Present Covid regulations state as I understand that a group of 6 persons from mixed
households cannot assemble in confined space. Until this situation is reversed, no
attempts can be made to train possible new recruits or reassemble remaining
fragments of original band. When conditions allow, attempts will be made to re-start
and hopefully retrain. Thank you for your contact and interest at this time.
We have chimers which we have rung (one person only) for Christmas and other
services when held (not often).
Probably need to look at the local towers and ensure that there are sufficient ringers
to go round and may need rotas to ensure there is a sufficient spread of ringers.
Thanks for this enquiry.
Repairs to the tower structure are huge concern and indeed the future of the Church
is under scrutiny. We hope that an ongoing initiative led by the Rector and the PCC,
to draw up a new vision for the future of the Church, in consultation with the wider
community, will help to attract the funding needed to bring the Church building and
the bells up to full working order. Until these big questions are resolved, it is difficult
to offer new and existing ringers a viable experience. Though I will be picking up the
threads in whatever ways are open to us.
I think we will be grateful for continued use of the Ringing Centre at St Peter
Mancroft. Some colleagues have visited other towers and this contact was much
valued. New skills are needed to revive the band - we may have lost our Ringing
Master who left the village years ago but kept in touch. We would like to recruit a
Steeple Keeper who is fit and willing to learn.
There is no band and no interest in learning, we have tried umpteen times to restart a
band. Also, not the most suitable bells to learn on.

The town council would love to have a tower team again as it is so important to our
heritage and is something that is missed in the town. We were lucky enough to have
the bells rung for special national events and hope this can continue in the future.
Reflection during lockdown has made those of us 'in charge' at the tower consider
where it's best to focus our resources. We intend to continue to ring training quarter
peals here and support the church in any way we can. Prior to lockdown the vicar was
also very amenable to extra practices for recruits from nearby so will probably
continue to do that when required.
The bells are becoming unringable and need a full rehang.

Bells are in a fragile state so ringing is limited.
Hard to answer some of the questions until we know the overall parameters of what
we will be allowed to do.
CRS
31st March 2021

