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Look to
Check the website (ndar.org.uk) for up-to-date events information, or contact the branch secretary (see
contact details below).

Saturday 8th October
2016
Saturday 12th November
2016

Evening simulator practice.

7.30 pm St Giles, Norwich (8, 13-3-21).

Branch annual general
meeting

3 pm Salle (8, 18cwt in F)
3.45 pm Reepham (8, 8-3-22 in A).

Keeping in touch
Website: ndar.org.uk
(Complete the form on this website for email notification of Soundbow publication.)

: ndaringers
(This is an emailing list. Email “subscribe” to ndaringers-subscribe@yahoogroups.com to join.)

: NDA Ringers
For Soundbow submissions, or for amendments to our tower contacts list, email:

northern.ndar@yahoo.co.uk
Your Committee
Chair: Mark Larner, Tel: 07886 571680, mark@marklarner.fsnet.co.uk
Secretary: Barbara Hollis, 26 Sea View Road, Mundesley, NR11 8DH, Tel 01263 720549,
mickandbabs@keme.co.uk
Ringing Master: Vacant
Branch Technical Advisor: Steve Day, 67 Woodhouse St, Norwich NR3 4TY, Tel 01603 622138
dieselmanuk@btyahoo.co.uk
Subscriptions Secretary: Anna Johns, Hill Cottage Felmingham Road, Skeyton, Norwich, NR10 5AR
annajohns@btinternet.com
Branch Committee: Gill Page and Jon Spreadbury
Representative on the Standing Committee: Mike Hollis

Surprise!
Around fourteen ringers attended the Surprise Major practice at Felmingham on the 25 th August, where we
rang half courses of Cambridge and Yorkshire followed by an attempt at Superlative. Everyone enjoyed the
experience and agreed that further practices would be a good idea, so the next one will be at Felmingham on
Saturday 24th September commencing at 11.00am and finishing around 12.30pm.
I would like to thank everyone who came along, especially those from Norwich and beyond and hope to see
you all at the next practice where the method of the day will be Superlative as well as Cambridge and
Yorkshire.
Mike Hollis.

Branch meeting at Drayton
A dozen people attended the branch meeting at Drayton on the drizzly Saturday afternoon of 10th September
and ringing included Grandsire Doubles, Cambridge S Minor and Plain Bob Minor.

Celebrations (and cake) for Theo
Theo Crowder, Tower Captain at Holt and Wiveton celebrated a significant
birthday on 18th August. The following day, we rescheduled the Holt
practice night to start (and therefore end!) earlier – to allow time for a bit of
a party at Theo’s house afterwards.
Jon and Ad Clifton had used some sneaky
photography to arrange a super card for
her featuring the Church, ringing
chamber, and a selection of ringers as we
attempted Stedman Triples – lots of
concentrating faces!
We all contributed towards a present and
a beautiful bunch of flowers and Lorraine
Marks made a gorgeous apple and walnut
cake, with suitable candles.
Theo has decided that the time is right to
hand over the Tower Captain baton – and Sue Morton has been persuaded
to attempt to step into her shoes. The whole band would like to thank
Theo for all her hard work over many years, and wish her a happy
“retirement”!
Sue Morton (Tower Captain) Holt & Wiveton
01263 826078 / 07957 229866
suejmorton@gmail.com

From pop to pulpit
In the middle of August, the Reverend Richard Coles visited Norwich in order to conduct ‘An Evening With…’
on behalf of Mancroft Appeal300. To some he was best known as the vicar from Masterchef; to others as
former member of The Communards. In whatever guise you had heard of him, the evening proved an
enjoyable journey through Richard’s life so far (and some of his ancestors’ lives too!) The life story was told
with warmth, humour and honesty, and when it came to the Q&A session at the end, Richard did not shy
away from responding to any of the questions. The whole event was a good fundraiser and a great evening
out.
Richard Turk

Dongs of praise

Interview in progress

On a hot Tuesday morning at the end of August, a small
team from BBC Songs of Praise arrived at St Peter
Mancroft to film a short feature on bellringing for one of
their programmes. Presenter Pam Rhodes interviewed a
number of ringers and members of the public, and the
Mancroft Guild and friends provided some short bursts of
ringing. The public’s attention was grabbed by the
presence of the Carter Campanile on Millennium Plain,
and the film crew particularly focussed on the younger
generation who were out enjoying the summer weather.
The questions ranged from ringing heritage to how ringing
can be part of someone’s faith, and also looked at
recruitment needs. The whole thing was a good
opportunity for publicity in the city centre, and a good
time was had by all.

At the time of writing the episode is scheduled for September 18th.
Richard Turk
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A note of caution!
Once again, the lead thieves have struck a Northern branch tower. They stripped lead from Hevingham
chancel roof and caused damage to tiles on the lower roof. The police were duly summoned and used a
ladder to inspect the theft. Unfortunately they left it propped up in the bell chamber. There was a wedding
and the bells were raised and rung for a short time followed by a mighty crash as the ladder fell across the
tenor. The ladder was smashed but fortunately damage to the bell seems to be confined to a lump out of the
wheel. We can only imagine the potential damage that could have happened!
Steve Day

Ropesight
Congratulations to my fellow Soundbow editor
Richard Turk on conducting his first peal of
major.

Holt, St Andrew, Tuesday 16th August 2016, 1280 Spliced
Surprise Major, 6 Methods (Cambridge, Superlative,
Yorkshire, Lincolnshire, Pudsey, Rutland):
1 Teresa Doggett, 2 Ruth Young, 3 David Brown (c), 4
Stephen High, 5 James Hughes, 6 Richard Carter, 7
Robert Harris, 8 Guy Morton
An 80th birthday compliment to Theo Crowder.

Peals
Norwich Diocesan Association
Saxlingham Nethergate, St Mary the Virgin
Sunday 4th September 2016 in 2:40 (7–3–27)
5056 Cambridge Surprise Major
Composed by C Middleton (Johnson's Var.)
1 Richard P J Carter
2 Janet House
3 Rosalind J Burrough
4 Ben Trent
5 James Hughes
6 Stuart Hawes
7 Simon A Rudd
8 Richard A Turk (c)
Rung to the memory of the 23 men of Saxlingham who
gave their lives for their country in The Great War;
remembering in particular Alfred Funnell, ringer at this
tower, who was killed in the Battle of the Somme on 4th
September 1916.

Northrepps, St Mary, Tuesday 16th August 2016, 1260
Grandsire Triples: 1 Ruth Young, 2 Teresa Doggett, 3
Stephen High, 4 David Brown, 5 James Hughes, 6 Guy
Morton, 7 Richard Carter (c) 8 Robert Harris
Norwich, St Peter Mancroft, Sunday 21st August 2016 in
53m (18–2–25), 1367 Grandsire Caters (Composed by
Richard I Allton): 1 Thomas R Roast, 2 Rosalind J
Burrough, 3 Janet House, 4 Faith J Pearce, 5 Ben Trent,
6 Richard A Turk, 7 Stephen J Day, 8 James Hughes, 9
Richard P J Carter (c), 10 Robert N Harris
Rung to celebrate the Diamond Wedding Anniversary of
Andy and Val Salisbury.
Coltishall, St John the Baptist, Tuesday 23rd August 2016
1260 Plain Bob Minor: 1 Anne Bridge, 2 Andrew Cocker,
3 Mike Cocker, 4 Stephen Cockbill, 5 Richard Johns, 6
Andrew Lubbock (c)

First of S. Major: 6. First of Major as conductor.

Quarter peals

1st Quarter for 25 years: 2, 1st Quarter for 35
years: 3, 1st together: 2 & 3 (son & father).

Aylsham, St Michael, Sunday 24th July 2016 in 47m (17–
1–6), 1296 Plain Bob Major: 1 Derick Grey, 2 Daniel
Phillips, 3 Maureen Gardiner, 4 Steve Upton, 5 James
Hughes, 6 Stephen J Day, 7 Guy Morton, 8 Jon
Spreadbury (c)
Rung on the 60th anniversary of Danny's first peal.

Norwich, St Peter Mancroft, Thursday 25th August 2016
1259 Grandsire Caters: 1Gillian H Knox, 2 Rosalind J
Burrough, 3 Janet House, 4 James Hughes, 5 Stephen J
Day, 6 Ben Trent, 7 Simon A Rudd (c), 8 Anthony P
Cotton, 9 Jon Spreadbury, 10 Richard A Turk
Rung in celebration of the life of Helen Hughes.

Holt, St Andrew, Friday 12th August 2016 1260 Grandsire
Triples: 1 Theo Crowder, 2 H Mary Barrass, 3 Steve
Upton, 4 Maureen Gardiner, 5 Anne Bridge, 6 Andrew
Lubbock (c), 7 Guy Morton, 8 Lorraine Marks
In celebration of the Treble ringer’s 80th Birthday and
the 50th anniversary of the dedication of the back six in
this tower.
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St Remigius Mustered in East Norfolk
or

Raiders of the Lost Palette Dish
Chris and I agree: the palette dish that accompanied our ham, egg and chips looks distinctly unsavoury. The
contents resemble kaleidoscopic frog-spawn and, for all I know, probably taste the same, though I must
confess I’ve never had the misfortune to try it - frog-spawn that is – doubtless it’s considered a delicacy in
some parts of the world. In sixty-four years, I’ve failed abysmally to see the attraction of mustard - old Mr
Colman would be most disappointed that a fellow resident of Norwich should turn his nose up at something
he’d spent years perfecting, but ‘you can’t please all of the people all of the time’!
This was not something I had been contemplating as we sat in stationary traffic somewhere between
Rackheath and Wroxham – a pint of Wherry maybe, but not mustard. It was a typical sunny summer Saturday
afternoon and, it seemed, everybody and their dog was on the road to Wroxham. Whatever eccentricities
might have been present amongst the queuing motorists I’ll wager there were few who were on their way to
a rendezvous with a bell or twenty-four. Still, by the time any natives could have mustered pitch-forks, hoes
and other lethal weapons to challenge us, we’d be gone. Such is the nature of raiding parties (or an
‘afternoon out in the East of the County’) organised by the Hethersett St Remigius Company of Bellringers.
‘Do you think that’s the church over there?’ I ask my companion. A tower is furtively peering out from
amongst a copse of mature trees, imperceptibly beckoning potential mischief. Ms Sat-Nav suggests, quite
sensibly on reflection, that the notice board might give a clue as to our whereabouts. St Michael’s, Barton
Turf in ‘f sharp’, with a toilet – that’ll do nicely. It seems the Remigius reinforcements have arrived before
the Remigius residents. Another temporary Remigius recruit is parked under the trees awaiting the arrival of
the rest of the Remigius racketeers. He’d hauled himself all the way up from Hollesley for the fray. Time
honoured pleasantries are exchanged before the rest of the contingent arrives to do battle with les méthodes
du jour – preferably plain courses without mustard!
I’ve just trebled to a bit of Bourne and I’m now fiddling with my new toy. Don’t you just know it – the
moment you start making pictures and you’re elevated
to the status of ‘official photographer’! No, I’m just
playing with the camera on my mobile phone to see
what it’s capable of. As it happens I’m distinctly
impressed – almost as good as the ringing! I also
particularly like the fact that these six bells, in ‘f
sharp’ (did I mention that?), were assembled and
restored in memory of ‘The Lady Delia Peel’ – how
about that, a peal of bells dedicated to a Lady Peel. I
draw the line at any reference to John Steed and the
erstwhile ‘Avengers’, as I suspect most ringers are far
too young to remember the TV series! Sadly, the
Ringing on the Peel peal
significance of my favourite heroine, Emma Peel, will
also be lost, so best not mention it, huh? Oh, do be
quiet and come and ring some Stedman. Is that in ‘f sharp’ again?
I’ve just about mastered the art of the ‘fill-in’ flash on my mobile phone and
we’re being ushered to the door. Time’s up and there’s a risk of a counter
attack from the locals. Wouldn’t be surprised if they’re in ‘f sharp’ too!
As the crow flies it’s about two and a half miles to All Saints at Catfield just
the other side of Barton Broad. But such is the waterlogged nature of
Broadland Norfolk, and not being in the company of crows, we’re obliged to
head off in the opposite direction to regain the main road – west, then north,
then east and finally south – time to wake up Catfield! I gather there was
some tough negotiating by the Remigius high command to get this tower so it
could be a rare grab. Nonetheless the man with the key makes us very
welcome. The resident band must be made of stern stuff as the bells
themselves are quite challenging to ring. Indeed, our high command have
decided that the likes of Surprise would be too much for the tenor ringer so
we just do some simple stuff – les méthodes du jour temporarily suspended.
Coping with the tenor
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The tall ringing chamber has a curious pink hue to it and I ponder – maybe it’s the residual curses of past
ringers who expired turning in the tenor. The window above the chamber at first appears to be plain glass
but, on closer inspection, many of the leaded lights have a delicate reddish tint that provides the glow which
ebbs and flows with the sunlight.
I’m also intrigued by the funny little steep stone staircase that’s next to the front entrance. It appears to go
up to a chamber above the porch and I speculate that this provides access to wind up the sundial just above
the outer door. One of the Remigius intelligentsia
makes the observation that the sundial is telling
the wrong time. At first I put this down to a less
than punctilious winder upper until it occurs to
me that said winder has probably overlooked the
fact that we’re in British Summer Time – he,
assuming it’s a ‘he’, hasn’t put the sundial
forward an hour – a gross dereliction of duty.
I’m delighted Rachel’s mum and dad have joined
us – it makes for a much more genteel pace to
accompany this raiding party. And, whereas All
Saints basks in its gentle rustic surroundings,
Martham, our next incursion, boldly proclaims its
presence above the village and, thus, provides a
Studying a méthode du jour
grand opportunity for more noise and mayhem!
Anne is pretty insistent we’re going to do Bourne,
Hull and Double Norwich after the slacking at Catfield, so we’re all on our best behaviour. The bells are a
treat to ring, the spaciousness of the balcony providing an airy ringing chamber above the lofty nave and a
worthy celebration of all that’s good about bell ringing.
Hollesley Man takes his leave of us at South Walsham but not without a grab. And there’s a photo call. Thank
goodness nobody has harped back to ‘official photographer’ duties. We all dutifully pose in the sunshine,
keeping a wary eye on Rachel’s mum who’s now hot-wheeling her escape towards the main gate and the
road!
Out on the road again and it’s almost a Le Mans start, though there’s time for Peter and his Mrs to lower the
roof of their car to take in the balmy evening sunshine ‘Do you know which way to go?’ asks Ms Sat-Nav,
though by now we’re on our way. There’s certainly something to be said for a Sat-Nav that buys the first
round.
And so it was we settled down to our Wherry
and ham, egg and chips at the Fur and
Feather in Woodbastwick. The ham was
delightfully smokey, the eggs sunny side up
as befits the day, and done to a turn, with
plentiful hand cut chips to accompany the
obligatory salad. Chris and I argue over who
bagged the ketchup and who bagged the
mayonnaise. It dawns on me that our menu is
not unlike the difference between plain
courses and touches. A plain course of ham,
egg and chips goes down well, but, with a
Keen as mustard
touch of mustard, becomes much more
challenging. And so to the credit of the
Remigius high command, a most commendable set of raids drew to a close.
Remigius Novitius
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Crossword
by Chd
1

2

3

4
5

6
7

8

9

10
11

12
13

14

Across
1: Salary
3: Not in danger
6: Liquid for writing
8: Rung on 9 bells
9: Matured
11: Staff
13: Baked product
15: Distinguished conductor
16: Russian composer

15

16

Down
2: Drink, both alcoholic
and soft
3: Strip of material used
to carry
4: No longer confined
5: Defensive structure
7: Rung on 12 bells
10: Perform (an action)
12: Feeling of contempt
14: Scottish church;
Starfleet captain

Answers to last issue’s crossword
Across 1 Single; 3 Bob; 5 Piglet; 7 Hang; 8 Welsh; 9 Newt; 11 On;
12 Sister; 13 Sty. Down 1 Stephen; 2 Gringotts; 3 Botolph;
4 Brighton; 6 Lawless; 10 Exit; 11 Orb.

That’s all
Thank you to all who contributed to this edition of Soundbow. At the branch Chair’s suggestion we have
included practice nights in the tower contact details overleaf. Do let us know if we’ve got any of these
wrong.
The summer always seems to bring out positive attitudes in us ringers. The Remigius Novitius’
uncharacteristically good mood is a case in point. As soon as the sun peeps around those clouds, the ringing
outings get even more enjoyable, the pub lunches move to the beer garden, and the smiles of the ringers
increase by at least 10%. There have been numerous things happening in the branch to smile about recently:
quarter-peals being rung for the Diamond Wedding Anniversary of Andy and Val Salisbury and for the 80th
birthday of Theo Crowder; the start-up of a regular surprise major practice; the visit of Songs of Praise to
Norwich. With another good summer behind us, we look forward to an equally good autumn – perhaps we can
keep our smiles as the sun fades.
Stand.
Catherine Sturgess and Richard Turk, Soundbow Editors
northern.ndar@yahoo.co.uk
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Tower contact details
(Practice night shown in brackets where known)

AYLSHAM - S. Michael & All Angels (Tues): Anne Bridge, steambells@greenbee.net,
Tower website: www.aylshamtower.org.uk
BACTON - S. Andrew: Ian Witham 01692 650530
BUXTON - S. Andrew (Weds): Anne Bridge, steambells@greenbee.net
COLTISHALL – S. John the Baptist (Mon): Audrey Weston 01603 737269
COSTESSEY – S. Edmund: Meryl Butcher 01603 743315, merylb@btinternet.com
CROMER - SS Peter & Paul (Thurs): David Wakely 01263 825885, david.wakely219@btinternet.com
DRAYTON - S. Margaret (Tues): John Rant 01603 747564; bitzasoft@gmail.com
ERPINGHAM – S. Mary (Tues): Rob Goodliffe, robgoodliffe@yahoo.co.uk
FELMINGHAM – S. Andrew: Martin Otley ??
FOXLEY – S. Thomas (Weds): Roger Fryatt, 01362 688627, roger.fryatt@virgin.net
GIMINGHAM – All Saints (Mon): Betty Taylor 01263 726811
HETHERSETT – S. Remigius (Thurs): Roy Wiles 01603 812049; 2nd contact:
hbellswebmaster@hotmail.co.uk
HEVINGHAM – S. Mary V. & S. Botolph: June Clitheroe, june@gatestogrates.co.uk
HEYDON – SS Peter & Paul: E. V. Shipham 01263 587865
HOLT – S. Andrew (Fri): Sue Morton, 01263 826078 / 07957 229866, suejmorton@gmail.com
HONINGHAM – St Andrew: G. E. Smith 01603 880309
HORSHAM S. FAITH – SS Andrew & Mary (Thurs): Linda Holness 01603 898801, peter@holness.net
INTWOOD – All Saints: Dr M.L. Parker 01603 811330, mparkerkett@btinternet.com
KETTERINGHAM – S. Peter: Dr M.L. Parker 01603 811330, mparkerkett@btinternet.com
KNAPTON – SS Peter & Paul: Andrew Lubbock 01263 722929, andyman1@live.co.uk
LAMMAS - St Andrew: David Tinsley 01603 279696, davidtinsley1951@btinternet.com
LYNG – S.Margaret: Tom Davis, 01603 872769, tomjdavis00@yahoo.co.uk
MARSHAM – All Saints: Stephen Cockbill: stephencockbill@gmail.com
MATTISHALL – All Saints: Iris Coe 01362 858657, iriscoe@mattishall57.fsnet.co.uk
MULBARTON – St Mary Magdalen (Weds): George Moore 01508 570722 or
timothy@edwardjacksonltd.com
NORTH REPPS – S.Mary the Virgin: Jill Breeze 01263 579699, jillbreeze123@btinternet.com
NORWICH – All Saints Centre (first Tues in month): Tony Watson, naut@btinternet.com
NORWICH – S. George Colegate (Weds): Starbuck Friend, starbrick@live.co.uk
NORWICH – S. Giles-on-the-Hill (Tues, except first in month): Tony Watson, naut@btinternet.com
Church website: www.stgilesnorwich.org.uk
NORWICH – S Michael Coslany: Steve Day, dieselmanuk@yahoo.co.uk
NORWICH – S. Peter Mancroft (Mon): Simon Smith, 07803 207167, sjts@hotmail.co.uk
PASTON – S. Margaret: Mrs A Digby 01263 720616 or Andrew Lubbock (as for Knapton)
REEPHAM – S Michael and All Saints: : Rev Margaret Dean, margaretdean@cnet.org
REYMERSTON – S. Peter (Fri): B. Taylor 01362 850423
Tower website: http://freespace.virgin.net/reymerston.ringers
SALLE – SS. Peter & Paul: Rev Margaret Dean, margaretdean@cnet.org
SAXTHORPE – S. Andrew (Thurs): CJR Tyndall, 01263 584103, charlestyndall@btinternet.com
SCOTTOW – All Saints: Mrs M Belson 01692 404152
SHIPDHAM – All Saints (Thurs): Peter Woodcock 01362 695486
SOUTH REPPS – S. James: Betty Taylor 01263 726811, norfolkbetty@btinternet.com
STRATTON STRAWLESS – S.Margaret: Carol Monk 01603 897821
WESTON LONGVILLE – All Saints (Thurs): Margaret Carter 01603 860355, magscarter@talktalk.net
WIVETON – S. Mary: Sue Morton, 01263 826078 / 07957 229866, suejmorton@gmail.com
WYMONDHAM - S. Mary & S. Thomas (Tues): Hayden Charles 01953 603943 hcharles@grandsire.co.uk
Website: www.wymondhambells.org.uk
YAXHAM – S Peter: Mrs A Cheeseman 01362 693214
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