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Look to
Check the website (ndar.org.uk) for up-to-date events information. We will issue a Soundbow supplement if
it becomes appropriate after the new branch Committee has had a chance to consider plans for 2015.

30th November 2014

Dedication of new Cromer bells

6.30 p.m. (combined with confirmation
service). Open ringing till 9 p.m. after the
service

7th March 2015

Training day

See below for further details.

Keeping in touch
Website: ndar.org.uk
(Complete the form on this website for email notification of Soundbow publication.)

: ndaringers
(This is an emailing list. Email “subscribe” to ndaringers-subscribe@yahoogroups.com to join.)

: NDA Ringers
For Soundbow submissions, or for amendments to our tower contacts list, email:

northern.ndar@yahoo.co.uk

New Association Member
Welcome to Alan Harvey of Wymondham, who was elected as a member at the branch AGM.

Association business
Training day
The Association training day will be on 7th March 2015 and will again concentrate on five and six bell
methods, from plain hunt to Cambridge Surprise. Details and the application pack can be found at
http://ndar.org.uk/events/association-6-bell-training-day/ . Applications need to be in by 14th January 2015.
It costs £8 to take part, but that includes all administration costs, tower fees, refreshments at the morning
reception and an excellent tea at the end of the afternoon. If you haven’t taken part before, do consider it
as a means to develop your ringing skills as well as a way to have an enjoyable day out with other ringers.
The northern branch has the responsibility for providing the catering this year, based at Hethersett village
hall. If you can help on the day or with offers of food, please contact Alyson Booth
(Alyson.booth@eastonotley.ac.uk, 01603 872710).
The end of the branch as we know it?
Mark Larner (mark@marklarner.fsnet.co.uk) was elected as branch Chairman at the branch AGM on 8th
November. Steve Day (dieselmanuk@btyahoo.co.uk) remains as the branch technical advisor, with Jon
Spreadbury and Gill Page as committee members and Alyson Booth as our Standing Committee
representative. There were no nominations for the posts of Ringing Master, Subscriptions Secretary or
Secretary / Treasurer.

We discussed possible futures for the branch and how it could support ringers and ringing in the area given
the lack of interest in participating in it. The discussion extended to the Association more generally. Views
expressed included:
 Many members of the Association merely wish to ring at their own towers without involving
themselves in branch events.
 Some towers might benefit from the occasional presence of other ringers at their practice to help
ringers develop.
 Ringers should attend branch events / practices at other towers if they wish to develop their ringing,
rather than expecting other ringers to come to them.
 There is an issue with the distances that have to be covered to attend practices even within a
branch.
 Some ringers are “scared off” from attending branch events by the presence of Norwich ringers.
 The Association is based on a 1950’s model of ringing and is no longer fit for purpose. Its structures
need a complete overhaul and this is not something the branch can address on its own.
 All rural ringing associations are facing problems similar to the NDAR, although some have already
started to take steps to address them.
 Quarterly branch events rather than monthly might be more manageable and might receive a higher
attendance.
 The Association should focus on recruitment and training.
 The Association should encourage clusters of towers whose ringers can work together and provide
support to one another.
The retiring Chairman and Secretary agreed to bring the views of the meeting to the notice of the Association
officers.
Most of you will have received an email from our retiring Chair asking you to share suggestions or criticisms in
relation to the branch with Mark in his role as our new Chair (mark@marklarner.fsnet.co.uk). The question is
perhaps a wider one than branch meetings and concerns what the role of the Association should and can be in
supporting you to help stop towers falling silent, and what you are prepared to do to support the Association
in that aim.
After the meeting, Soundbow asked a number of people if they wished to set out their views for us. These are
the responses that we received:
I think one thing hasn't changed - when someone
learns to ring and discovers they enjoy it, they
usually want to learn more. How they do it, and in
what context may have changed.

When it comes to what the Association can do,
directly or through branches if we keep them, I
think ideas which are worth pursuing include:


More Association training. The Education
Committee would like to explore an annual
eight bell training day when we offer a choice
of 7 or 8 bell methods, each in a tutor/helper
group where anything the learner wants to do
they can. We will set up training the trainers
courses, and we aim to pilot these in early
2015.

The people who are most likely to attend a wider
range of ringing events are those who have
decided that ringing has more opportunities than
provided by their own tower. Their route will
typically be to adjacent towers and then to other
open ringing opportunities like branch practices,
tower open days etc. They are the people who
will eventually take on roles and responsibilities
as well, if we're lucky. Making the social side good
makes this more likely.



Encouraging more local training. If ringers
from a group of towers want to get together,
say, for a series of Saturday morning special
practices, then it is an opportunity for the
wider ringing community to help.



Family Days? The Dorset Association this year
combined mini-ring, picnic and striking
competition on a summer Saturday and it was,
I gather, very successful as a day out.

People may start to ring while they have a host of
other responsibilities or commitments and then
find more time; they may discover the wider
community and enjoy it through the training days,
particularly if we aim to build follow-on from
them.



Information exchange. What's on, whether it's
open or by invitation, who to contact.

I think there will always be a fraction of these
who really just want to ring in their own tower.
However, many of these people come to the
Association training day, so they value the
opportunity to learn - perhaps something specific,
most typically a method that they can then ring at
their home tower.

Soundbow
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We seem to have a major problem with apathy
that comes down from the very top. I think this
arises from trying to run a 1950’s format in the
21st century. There is also apathy from individual
towers. How often have we gone to a tower with
the intent of helping the local band only to find
no local ringers turn up? There comes a point
when we’re “flogging a dead horse” and we have
to reassess what the membership expects. In the
past the association meetings were a time to meet
other ringers and discuss ringing matters but now
this is done on the internet so maybe meetings
are now redundant. One thing is sure, if things
carry on as they are now the branch will collapse.
Steve Day
I really don't know how we go forward. It is very
difficult up here in north Norfolk. Our towers,
apart from Holt, are made up of mainly very
elderly ringers who don't go out except
occasionally to help at a wedding. I remember
when I first arrived in the area Ray Balls started a
Surprise Major practice once a month at North
Repps. For a few months it was well attended and
then it got cold and dark and it collapsed for good
when one night Ray and I turned up and no one
else. I am the last one to criticise. I have been
very bad at attending meetings for some time. I
find driving in the dark a problem now and tend
to stay in in the evenings, except to go to my
practice and Aylsham. When I was in Hertfordshire
(25 years ago!) we started a series of morning
practices for learners and the less confident. I
believe they are still going but I don't know what
the attendance is like.
Theo Crowder

The short response is I do hope the branch can
continue.
Rosemary Charles
My comments at the meeting were just to
encourage people who want to learn more
methods to travel to attend practices at other
towers if what you seek isn’t available at your
home tower. It’s an obvious way of networking
and shows your commitment to learning. A quick
phone call or e-mail to the tower captain in
advance is polite. We all had to start somewhere
and learning is all about seeking out and sharing
knowledge.
Barbara Mesney
The northern branch area looks ludicrous on the
map stretching from the North Norfolk coast down
as far as Wymondham and beyond. Redrawing the
branches more equitably might make sense, but
would break up what seems to be working well in
the eastern branch at least, although possibly not
for the other two branches.

Many years ago when I was in the Cambridge
District and it didn't require a mortgage to afford
to post a letter, we devised a survey on what
members wanted from the District and sent a copy
to everyone. Enough people responded for us to
see that the overwhelming desire was for
training, mainly at the basic level. So we
organised some PBD sessions, bookable in
advance, instead of the usual meeting, and
all sorts of people turned up both as
students and helpers. The students would
not come to district meetings, many
because they thought they were not good
enough to ring with the experts or they
came once but got very little ringing, just
bored and cold. When enough progress had
been made we did our best to arrange QPs
for both students and helpers. In due
course an education officer was appointed
and I think that they now organise training
as and when requested. Bearing in mind
how popular the NDAR training day is I
think it is an area worth looking at. I would
certainly like the opportunity to develop
and would be willing to help where my
level of ringing is appropriate.
Anne Bridge

Soundbow
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There is also an issue with how many ringers there
actually are in certain areas of the northern
branch. For example, in our location the Knapton
cluster of six towers are all covered by just a
handful of ringers. Quite a few towers in the
branch have few or no ringers at all. The
exception, of course, is Norwich.

format is not fit for purpose in 2014 and is
certainly not what the membership want.
The northern branch covers a huge area, from
Wymondham in the south to Cromer in the north.
Our events are always held on the second
Saturday in each month and with people leading
increasingly busy lives, with many other interests,
people do not have the desire to travel huge
distances or to commit time on a Saturday to a
ringing event which may not offer them any
benefit. It is very noticeable that the local ringers
are often absent when events are held at their
own tower, another sign that the branch is not
delivering what people want or need.

If we struggle on as we are unless there is an
influx of ringers we will keep on struggling. What
would encourage more of the ringers we do have?
I know a lot of the more elderly ringers don’t like
driving at night but afternoon meetings clash with
the likes of football and weddings. Perhaps
making more of an event out of it with a social
(quiz, meal, barbeque or treasure hunt) after the
practice would help.

Now is the time for change! My view is that the
current branch is too large to be able to operate
effectively. I feel it would be better to group
towers into smaller, more localised, ‘clusters’
whereby towers within these clusters work
together with joint practices to deliver training
on a more local level. Each cluster would have a
‘co-ordinator’
who
would
identify
the
requirements of each ringer/tower and who could
liase with neighbouring clusters to facilitate
additional support from other towers when
needed. More localised groups of towers
could arrange more ringing more often since
people would not need to travel so far.

Instead of a monthly practice in one location
could there be a couple of months in the year
where the northern area as it stands could be
‘split’ in three and in the second week of the
month we help out at a local practice.
Barbara Hollis

Events need not be limited to Saturdays but
should be held at times to suit the local
ringers – in many instances these could be
midweek daytimes to suit the increasing
number of retired ringers. Events also need
not be so ‘ringing focused’, a couple of our
branches hold dinners, lunches, rambles and
quiz evenings throughout the year. These
events encourage ringers of all abilities to
come together more than they perhaps
would in a tower and so are great
opportunities for people to get to know
each other.

AGM tea at Holt

During the past year I have attended a number of
northern branch meetings, culminating in the
recent AGM held at Holt. What has struck me
more than anything is that it the same people
seem to attend every meeting and attendance is
generally on the low side, certainly when
compared to the branch’s 230 or so members. The
AGM was attended by around 30 people, at least
10 of whom were from Holt and so had been
involved in preparing the tea. Three key
committee posts were left unfilled, which has
lead me to believe that the branch in its current

I am not sure that there is an easy solution to the
current situation. Branch members should be
encouraged to give individual feedback on what
they want from the Association and the northern
branch. It would also be interesting to know why
people choose to be a member of the Association
in the first place. Is it because they ‘feel they
ought to’, for the insurance or for some other
reason?
Simon Smith

Thank you to everyone who responded to our request to set out their views, and, indeed, thank you to all
who contributed to this edition of Soundbow.
As there may be fewer branch events to attend, I’m thinking of starting an “invite a Soundbow editor to your
practice” feature next year, assuming that we’re still going. Anyone?
Catherine Sturgess

Soundbow

4

November 2014

Tower Talk
A grand day out

A cup, a cup, a cup, a cup, a cup

Buxton and Lammas bellringers had a great day
out on 11th October. We visited the towers at
Weston Longville, East Dereham, Scarning,
Yaxham, Foxley and Sparham, with a nice lunch at
Yaxham Mill.

A coffee morning is being held at the Octagon, St
Peter Mancroft, Norwich in aid of the Appeal 300
project on Friday 28th November 10.00 – 12.00.

The remains of the day
We have been very busy this autumn at Holt what
with even more weddings, but we have also had
time to have fun and make progress. We hosted
the annual meeting of the northern branch and
were
delighted to
welcome
members
to
ring on our
excellent
bells and also
at Wiveton, a
little
more
like
hard
work.
One
thing that was
particularly
pleasing was
that not only
the Preacher
at the service,
Brian
Faulkner,
who
Wiveton
is a member
of our band,
but also Fr Howard, who took the service, came
and had a ring. Fr Howard, whose father was a
tower Captain, learnt to ring as a young man in
Yorkshire. Unfortunately he seldom has time to
ring with us, but he usually helps out at the
Midnight Service at Christmas. One thing of note,
the few remaining sandwiches were much
appreciated by the local gulls!
Theo Crowder

The day was very well organised, by Anna Johns –
thank you.
David Tinsley

Sad sound
Gill Page, Charles Neale and myself, tolled the
tenor for the armistice service at Lyng on 9th
November. The bells have been silent since June
2012 so it was a poignant reminder of the silent
towers during the war but good to hear the sad
sound ring out across the valley.
Alyson Booth

Soundbow
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Ropesight
Peals

Paston, St Margaret, Saturday 11th October 2014 in
44 minutes (11-2-3), 1260 Plain Bob Minor:
1 Andrew Lubbock (c), 2 Beverley Mayne,
3 Jo Webb, 4 Maureen Gardiner, 5 Daniel Sayer,
6 David Smith
Rung to celebrate the completion of repairs of the
church, as part of an open day, in conjunction
with The Paston Heritage Society.
300th Quarter Peal: 6.

Norwich Diocesan Association
Weston Longville, All Saints
Friday 24th October 2014 in 2h 41 (10)
5040 Surprise Minor
7m: 1 extent each Carlisle, London, Ipswich,
Durham, Beverley, Cambridge and Norwich
1 Simon J T Smith
2 Janet House
3 Peter J Sawyer
4 Michael G Clements
5 Richard I Allton (c)
6 Richard P J Carter
For NDA Trafalgar Peal Week. A farewell
compliment to Selwyn Tillett, Rector of the
Wensum group of parishes, and his wife Cassie.

Erpingham, St Mary, Sunday 12th October 2014 in
45 minutes, 1260 Plain Bob and SIngle Oxford:
1 Danny Philips, 2 Beverley Mayne, 3 Anne Bridge,
4 Peter Mayne, 5 David Hoare, 6 Michael BarnicottWhite (c)
Rung as a fond farewell to Maureen Gardiner and
to wish her well in her new home. Speedy
recovery to Theo Crowther, who wished to be
associated with the quarter.

Quarter peals
Norwich, St George Colegate, Sunday 21st
September 2014 in 38 minutes (9-2-24), 1260 Plain
Bob Minor: 1 Barbara Mesney, 2 Rachel Prior, 3
Catherine Sturgess, 4 Faith Pearce, 5 Steve Day, 6
Ben Trent (c)
Rung to celebrate the recent engagement of
Andrew Tapsell and Rhona Gedge, Andrew being a
former ringer at Colegate.

Norwich, St George Colegate, Sunday, 19 October
2014 (9-2-24), 1260 7 doubles methods (Grandsire,
Plain Bob, St Simon's, St Martin's, St Nicholas,
Winchendon Place, Reverse Canterbury): 1 Dawn
Pullan, 2 Catherine Sturgess, 3 Faith Pearce (c),
4 Steve Day, 5 David Pearce
Rung on the back five.
Southrepps, St James, Sunday, 9 November 2014
in 50 mins (12-2-12),1260 Grandsire Doubles:
1 Tricia Francis, 2 Anne Bridge,
3 Andrew Lubbock (c), 4 Matthew Armstrong,
5 Derick Grey, 6 Michael Hollis
Rung half-muffled for Remembrance Sunday.

Norwich, St Michael & All Angels Coslany, Sunday
5th October 2014 (14-2-0), 1250 Cambridge
Surprise Major: 1 David Pearce, 2 Jon Spreadbury,
3 Catherine Sturgess, 4 Simon Smith, 5 Joe Dillon,
6 Faith Pearce (c), 7 Simon Rudd, 8 Ben Trent
Rung as a 30th birthday compliment to Laura Turk
(27th September) and Richard Turk (11th October).
First treble bob on eight: 1. First major: 5.

Kaleidoscope
I was taught to ring in Essex by Gordon Lucas. He is one of ringing’s great unsung heroes. From a humble sixbell tower called Langdon Hills he has produced four “twelve bell finalists” including David Hull, who has also
been a judge!
Gordon developed a teaching system he calls kaleidoscope ringing. This involves a series of exercises that
teaches what a bell place is and how to identify and strike an individual bell. It also can be used on any
number of bells. This is handy for when there are few ringers present or if you want to ring high numbers
with a relatively inexperienced band. It makes a good bridge between call-changes and change ringing.
The basic principle involves working in pairs. There are three basic moves: long places, short places and
dodging. This can be doubled by starting at handstroke or backstroke. To start, pair your learners with
experienced ringers. Take time to explain what is going to happen i.e. you will be following one bell for four
blows then returning to follow the previous bell for four blows. Once this has been mastered you can go
down to short places and then to dodges. As the learners become more confident you can add more pairs
doing different work e.g. 2/3 making short places, 4/5 making long places and 6/7 dodging. This will produce
a mini-method. Making places in 1-2 is very good to teach leading and don’t forget you can also start at
backstroke. For more information go to www.cccbr.org.uk and search “kaleidoscope”.
Steve Day

Soundbow
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River deep, mountain high
Soundbow 59 reported David Brown’s intention to undertake sponsored mountain climbing in Scotland to
raise money for the St Peter Mancroft Appeal 300 project. He duly completed this and has raised in the
region of £7,000. A full record of his exploits can be found on
his blog at www.dcbsmountainblog.com. The following gives
some of its flavour:
Day 1: 6th October Creag Gharbh. On the way to Scotland for
the first three days’ walking I stopped off for the weekend with
George and Pauline Campling near Heptonstall, as I had some
ringing business! First there was a peal of Lessness on the
excellent Gillett 8 at Heywood. Then on Saturday we rang a
very good 10,080 of Heptonstall Delight on the excellent bells at
Heptonstall. On Sunday morning I
had a warm-up for my walking
with a gentle trundle up Pendle
Hill, before losing a peal at Wigan.
… The forecast for Monday was foul and I wondered if I would get any hills
done. Winds gusting up to 80 mph and heavy rain were forecast … I decided to
do about the easiest hill I could to start with, mainly on track. This was Creag
Garbh near Killin. The river Tay at Killin was spectacularly in spate. The start
for my hill was a couple of miles from there down a minor road. As I sat in the
car the rain still hammered down. Miraculously by the time I had got kitted up
it had stopped and I stayed dry for the whole walk … The highlight of the walk
was seeing a golden eagle soaring above me for a good 20 minutes or so on the
way down. I think it decided I was too large to be dinner … I arrived back at the
car some 3.5 hours after starting off, with 521m contributed to my sponsorship
target.
Day 2: 7th October Creag Each and Creag Ruadh. I had an unexpectedly good day today, even though light
rain and strong winds were forecast all day … I was back at the car around 5.75 hours after setting off, having
completed 1016m of ascent. I was pleased and surprised to have stayed dry today and to have added another
1016m of ascent.
Day 3: 8th October Meall Buidhe and Creag Mhor. I woke
to a glorious sunrise and clear blue skies! Some mistake
surely: this is Scotland. It was cold though, and there was
ice on the car windscreen when I set off just before 9. I had
two targets today: one mountain just north of
Lochearnhead and another near Balquhidder. Both were
relatively short, but sharp ascents, so a half day each was
about right. I parked at the Glen Ogle car park, where I
encountered a jovial Scotsman off for a day’s stalking.
Fortunately he wasn’t going where I was and he was quite
happy with my planned route … Another 981m added today.
Day 4: 22nd October Fiarach. When I returned to Scotland two weeks later, the forecast was absolutely foul
… On this, my first mountain of the trip, there was no incentive to linger on the top: there were no views,
there was a strong wind and the rain was getting heavier … but it added 609m.
Day 5: 23rd October Beinn na Sroine. … The hill was described as ‘having few redeeming features other than
grand summit views’. There was no chance of the latter so it could be said that this hill had no redeeming
features whatsoever today… Only 46m today!
Day 6: 24th October Beinn Lochain and Stob na Boine Druim-fhinn. … Avoiding local sensitivities about
parking, I got kitted up and headed up a forestry track. Further up I could hear the sound of powerful saws
and then came a sign saying “Forestry Operations: No Unauthorised Personnel Beyond This Point”. I ignored
it! Fortunately I branched off the track before encountering the lumberjacks so was unable to enquire if they
were ok or had dressed up in women’s clothing … The unusual and poignant feature of the walk today was
encountering the wreck of a USAF bomber that crashed in 1949 on the way back from the Berlin Airlift. A
good ascent day with 1149m added.
Soundbow
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Day 7: 26th October Beinn Bhalgairean. I had a day’s
“rest” before my next walking day with a peal at
Inveraray … Next day, true to form, dawned wet and
miserable … I crossed a river that was in serious spate
and then followed a good track up through the forest …
It was very boggy and at a couple of points I had to
leap across minor streams that were raging torrents …
Furthermore, I was almost immediately confronted
with a broad stream in spate that was impossible to
cross. If I didn’t get across this, there was no way of
accessing my intended mountain. Fortunately, a short
way off there was a recently constructed deer fence
that crossed the stream and attached to the underside
of the fence was a pine log. I managed to inch across
on the log while clinging to the fence. Beyond this I
had to shin over the six-foot high deer fence twice more in order to avoid impossible sections of bog. My
mountain loomed mistily above … there was no incentive to linger for more than a minute (at the summit)
before navigating my way down. All the obstacles encountered on the way up had to be dealt with on the
way down again … The supposedly short mountain had taken 19k, 4.5 hours and over 600m of ascent. It
brought my total for the 7 days’ walking to 5343m, which I was quite happy with, given the conditions.

Ding dong merrily
Do you have at least eight bells at your tower? Do you want to have some festive fun during Advent and
practice your bell-control? Then write out the following (you may just want the numbers) on large pieces of
card, prop the cards up in the tower where people can see them and start practising full-circle tune ringing.
Here’s The First Noel:
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This will require sounding your bell at the right moment and then immediately setting it, whether at
handstroke or backstroke. It’s not that easy, but if you get the hang of it, then perhaps it’s something to
amuse the congregation whilst they wait for the carol service to start.

Soundbow
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Hayden’s helpful hints: Shipway Place
Shipway Place is a straightforward doubles method, well within the ability of any band used to ringing Plain
Bob and Reverse Canterbury. It was first described by William Shipway in his book The Campanalogia: Or,
Universal Instructor in the Art of Ringing, where he states “This system originated with the author of these
pages by whom it was matured and brought forward in the year 1800”. Shipway was a prominent early
member of the Cumberland Youths. The book is available free on-line as a pdf file.
Hayden’s explanation:
When hunting up, make a place after passing the treble. Look out
for the treble when hunting down and make the place before
passing it. This is good observation practice.
For touches:
The usual call a bell three times unaffected will
produce 120. (p p p b x3). Call three bobs, then a
plain lead three times (b b b p x3) will also work for
Shipway.
Bob

William Shipway’s explanation:
In order to ring this method, it should be observed that there is
but one way in hunting up, that is in meeting the treble as she
is hunting down, when every bell makes the place in which it
strikes her ; but when the treble is hunting up and the
practitioner is hunting his bell down, there are two ways: the
first is to learn, by the place he makes when the treble is
hunting down, what place to make when she is hunting up; the
second way is by his course-bell, which hunts down before him,
and when she stops to make a place he is obliged then to strike
her, after which he must make that place direct, and follow her
down ; for every bell in this method, when it makes a place,
proceeds in the course it was going, except when the treble
takes it off the lead — it then makes second's place and back to
lead. The attentive practitioner will, by comparing this
description with that of a treble lead, materially assist himself
in obtaining a knowledge of it ; and he will likewise perceive
that three blows are required to make the places behind.

Bands that ring doubles often ring St Simon and St Nicholas. St
Simon has dodging in 1-2, with bells making thirds then turning
round under the treble, with Plain Bob above the treble. St
Nicholas has the same front work with Reverse Canterbury above
the treble. The same front work rung with Shipway Place above
the treble gives Westminster II Bob Doubles. The bob is the same
as for Shipway. No one seems to know what Westminster I Bob
Doubles was!
Change the front work to St Martin's, and the method becomes
Blackburn Place. St Osmund front work produces St Hilary Bob.
Eynesbury front work gives Dragon Bob.
(p p p b x3 will give 120 in any of these)

Hayden Charles
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Single spies
Mo Cubitt continues her series of articles about early peal ringing in Norwich and Norfolk:
A new era for ringing in Norwich began with an advertisement in the Norwich Mercury on 8th October 1774
announcing the launch of the appeal for twelve new bells for St Peter Mancroft. Early in 1775 the
“inharmonious and ruinous” set of old bells was removed from the tower. Seven of the old bells were shipped
to London and two sold to Bungay. The new bells, cast by Pack and Chapman at Whitechapel, arrived from
London on Wednesday 3rd June 1775 and were conveyed to the tower the following day. They were named
“The Royal Twelve” and carried the inscription: To the King, Queen and their Ten Children this harmonious
peal of twelve is dedicated. The tenor was called the Royal George and weighed 41 cwt.
The first peal on the new bells, 5170 Grandsire Cinques was rung on Wednesday 22nd November 1775. The
ringers of this peal, who as well as being Mancroft ringers were also members of the Society of Royal
Cumberland Youths, rang 6240 of Oxford Treble Bob Maximus on the 16th March 1778 in 5 hours 22 minutes,
declaring that it “excelled every other attempt hitherto known upon twelve bells in England”.
At this time rivalry was developing between the Ancient Society of College Youths and the Society of Royal
Cumberland Youths. In 1785, the reputation of the Norwich Scholars and the fine ring of twelve at St Peter
Mancroft encouraged some College Youths from London to pay a visit. The Norwich ringers demonstrated
their ability to ring a touch of Stedman Cinques, which really impressed the visitors.
William Jones, one of the Londoners, was collecting material for a book on ringing. However, Christopher
Lindsey and Thomas Barton from Norwich were thinking about producing a book themselves and had no
intention of giving away any secrets. So the Londoners asked if one of their company could stay on at Norwich
for a while to learn Stedman Cinques in order to teach the others. Thomas Blakemore lodged with
Christopher Lindsay for several months and apparently secretly made copies of his host’s papers. A book by
William Jones, John Reeves and Thomas Blakemore: Clavis Campanalogia or a Key to the Art of Ringing was
subsequently published in 1788 without acknowledging its use of the work of Norwich ringers. Not
surprisingly, another visit to Norwich by Londoners in 1789 was not particularly welcomed!
And if you’ve enjoyed Mo’s articles in Soundbow, this is the book for
you:

The Bells Told
The Story of Ringers and Ringing at St Peter Mancroft, Norwich
The book traces the history of change ringing at Mancroft and tells
some interesting stories of ringers past and present. It has been
published to raise awareness of the achievement of 2 nd May 1715, when
the first recorded peal was rung, and to encourage as many towers in
the county and perhaps the country to ring a bell or two to celebrate on
2nd May 2015.
It costs £10 and will help to raise money for a ringing project in the
tower. It will be available at the book stall in the church, at a coffee
and cakes morning at the Octagon adjoining the church on Friday 28th
November 10.00 – 12.00, and on Monday 1st December from 9.45 am
- 4.00 pm in the Forum.

That’s all
So is that all? Is the branch to be stood up, like a badly struck peal? Is it to fizzle out like an outing with too
many lock-outs? And when will the editors stop using so many strained similes? Much has been said in this
issue about the state of affairs within the branch and, indeed, the Association; more was said at the recent
AGM. We think that this is something that requires a great deal of thought by all members. We really would
like to hear from members, particularly those who do not usually attend branch events, on what they do or
do not want from their branch. Perhaps you might care to extend your comments to cover the Association as
a whole? Please do get in touch with our new Chair, Mark Larner, or write to Soundbow! And please consider
if you could offer help to our branch committee by getting involved in the organisation of a particular event,
participating in an activity, or by contributing a good idea. Stand.
Catherine Sturgess and Richard Turk, Soundbow Editors
northern.ndar@yahoo.co.uk
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Tower contact details
AYLSHAM - S. Michael & All Angels: Keith Shaw 01263 732462; aylshamtower@supanet.com
Tower website: www.aylshamtower.org.uk
BACTON - S. Andrew: Ian Witham 01692 650530
BUXTON - S. Andrew: Anne Bridge, steambells@greenbee.net
COLTISHALL – S. John the Baptist: Audrey Weston 01603 737269
COSTESSEY – S. Edmund: Meryl Butcher 01603 743315, merylb@btinternet.com
CROMER - SS Peter & Paul: David Wakely 01263 825885, david.wakely219@btinternet.com
DRAYTON - S. Margaret: John Rant 01603 747564; bitzasoft@hotmail.com
ERPINGHAM – S. Mary: Rob Goodliffe, robgoodliffe@yahoo.co.uk
FELMINGHAM – S. Andrew: Martin Otley ??
FOXLEY – S. Thomas: Roger Fryatt, 01362 688627, roger.fryatt@virgin.net
GIMINGHAM – All Saints: Betty Taylor 01263 726811
HETHERSETT – S. Remigius: Roy Wiles 01603 812049; 2nd contact: hbellswebmaster@hotmail.co.uk
HEVINGHAM – S. Mary V. & S. Botolph: June Clitheroe, june@gatestogrates.co.uk
HEYDON – SS Peter & Paul: E. V. Shipham 01263 587865
HOLT – S. Andrew: Theo Crowder 01263 710129, theo.crowder@btinternet.com
HONINGHAM – St Andrew: G. E. Smith 01603 880309
HORSHAM S. FAITH – SS Andrew & Mary: Linda Holness 01603 898801, peter@holness.net
INTWOOD – All Saints: Dr M.L. Parker 01603 811330, mparkerkett@btinternet.com
KETTERINGHAM – S. Peter: Dr M.L. Parker 01603 811330, mparkerkett@btinternet.com
KNAPTON – SS Peter & Paul: Andrew Lubbock 01263 722929, andyman1@live.co.uk
LAMMAS - St Andrew: David Tinsley 01603 279696, dtinsley@btconnect.com
LYNG – S.Margaret: Peter Sawyer, 01603 766773, pj.dyngalyng@gmail.com
MARSHAM – All Saints: Stephen Cockbill: stephencockbill@gmail.com
MATTISHALL – All Saints: Iris Coe 01362 858657, iriscoe@mattishall57.fsnet.co.uk
MULBARTON – St Mary Magdalen: George Moore 01508 570722 or timothy@edwardjacksonltd.com
NORTH REPPS – S.Mary the Virgin: Jill Breeze 01263 579699, jillbreeze123@btinternet.com
NORWICH – All Saints Centre: Richard Turk 01603 414892, the_great_chd@hotmail.com or Faith
Pearce, faithpearce@hotmail.co.uk
NORWICH – S. George Colegate: Starbuck Friend, starbrick@live.co.uk
NORWICH – S. Giles-on-the-Hill: Tony Watson, naut@btinternet.com
Church website: www.stgilesnorwich.org.uk
NORWICH – S Michael Coslany: Faith Pearce, faithpearce@hotmail.co.uk
NORWICH – S. Peter Mancroft: Simon Smith, 07803 207167; sjts@hotmail.co.uk
PASTON – S. Margaret: Mrs A Digby 01263 720616 or Andrew Lubbock (as for Knapton)
REEPHAM – S Michael and All Saints: B A Wells 01603 872788 gilliewells1@btinternet.com
REYMERSTON – S. Peter: B. Taylor 01362 850423
Tower website: http://freespace.virgin.net/reymerston.ringers
SALLE – SS. Peter & Paul: Mr. J. Booth, 50 Bircham Road, Reepham, Norwich. NR10 4NQ
SAXTHORPE – S. Andrew: CJR Tyndall, 01263 584103, charlestyndall@btinternet.com
SCOTTOW – All Saints: Mrs M Belson 01692 404152
SHIPDHAM – All Saints: Peter Woodcock 01362 695486
SOUTH REPPS – S. James: Betty Taylor 01263 726811, norfolkbetty@btinternet.com
STRATTON STRAWLESS – S.Margaret: Carol Monk 01603 897821
WESTON LONGVILLE – All Saints: Margaret Carter 01603 860355, magscarter@talktalk.net
WIVETON – S. Mary: Theo Crowder 01263 710129, theo.crowder@btinternet.com
WYMONDHAM - S. Mary & S. Thomas: Hayden Charles 01953 603943 hcharles@grandsire.co.uk
Website: www.wymondhambells.org.uk
YAXHAM – S Peter: Mrs A Cheeseman 01362 693214
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