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Branch and Association programme
Northern branch events are generally held on the second Saturday of each month. Check the website
(ndar.org.uk) for up-to-date information, or contact the branch secretary.

12th July 2014

Practice meeting

9th August 2014

Practice meeting

30th August 2014

Association open day

To be held in West Norfolk.

13th September 2014

Quarterly meeting

7.00 p.m. at Saxthorpe (6, 2-3-10 in E) – to
be confirmed.

27th September 2014

8-bell striking competition

To be arranged.

4.30 p.m. at Knapton (6, 5-2-10 in B♭).
7.30 p.m. at Aylsham (10, 17-1-6 in E♭).

Keeping in touch
Website: ndar.org.uk
(Complete the form on this website for email notification of Soundbow publication.)

: ndaringers
(This is an emailing list. Email “subscribe” to ndaringers-subscribe@yahoogroups.com to join.)

: NDA Ringers
For Soundbow submissions, or for amendments to our tower contacts list, email:

northern.ndar@yahoo.co.uk

Association business
Association annual general meeting
The following officers were elected at the meeting on 3 rd May 2014 (changes to the previous year are in
bold):
President:
General Secretary:
Treasurer:
Ringing Master
Librarian:
Chairman of the BAC:

Peter Adcock
Chris Harrison
Dawn Pullan
Maureen Gardiner
Les Cook
Aubrey Forster

Peal Secretary:
Report Secretary:
Webmaster:
Safeguarding Officers:
Independent Examiner:

Richard Carter
Simon Smith
David Lord
Gillian Waldron
Maureen Gardiner
Grant Pilcher

Other points from the meeting:
 A bell is to be hung at Forncett St Mary in memory of Harold Turner and Tony Baines. Anyone wishing
to make a donation towards this should send the money to the General Secretary;
 Dawn Pullan asked for a volunteer to replace her as Facebook administrator now she is no longer
Ringing Master;
 Simon Rudd asked for volunteers to help look after a mini-ring during the Scout Jamboree to be held
at Easton 9th – 16th August;




The AGM in 2015 is to be hosted by St Peter Mancroft on 2 nd May, in celebration of the 300th
anniversary of the first peal.
Notice was given of a proposed rule change to be voted on next year, such that any change to
subscription rates will need to be approved by NDAR members.

Annual report
At the AGM in May I was elected as Report Secretary. I am looking to make some changes to
the format of the Annual Report but want to ask what members like (and dislike) about the
current report and what sort of information they would like included in future. I am also
interested to know how much use members find the Annual Report to be – does it just sit on
a shelf at home or do you regularly use it?
I hope to launch a more formal consultation in the coming months but in the meantime if
anyone has any views or ideas that they would like to share with me I would be very happy
to hear them!
Simon Smith
sjts@hotmail.co.uk
Tel: 07803 207167
June quarterly meeting
Sadly, Barbara and Mike Hollis are going to be taking a short indefinite break from ringing, and will not be
standing for re-election at the branch AGM in November. Ben Trent will also not be standing for re-election,
so the northern branch will therefore be looking for a new Chair, Secretary and Ringing Master.
David Lord, the webmaster, would like to include a hundred word description and photograph for each tower
in the Association on the website, and would be grateful if each tower would make a submission accordingly.
It may be possible to use a previous NDAR calendar entry.
Your Committee
Chairman: Mike Hollis (contact details as for Secretary)
Secretary: Barbara Hollis, 26 Sea View Road, Mundesley, NR11 8DH, Tel 01263 720549,
mickandbabs@keme.co.uk
Ringing Master: Ben Trent, 28 Yaxley Way, Norwich, NR5 9EN, Tel 01603 527189
Branch Technical Advisor: Steve Day, 67 Woodhouse St, Norwich NR3 4TY, Tel 01603 622138
dieselmanuk@btyahoo.co.uk
Subscriptions Secretary: Theo Crowder, 75 Cromer Road, Holt NR25 6DY
Branch Committee: Gill Page, Jon Spreadbury and Alyson Booth
Representative on the Standing Committee: Alyson Booth

The Central Council of Church Bell Ringers 2014 conference
A report on the weekend by Mike Clements
The weekend this year was hosted by the Kent County Association in and around Maidstone. I am very
honoured to represent the NDAR along with Maureen Gardiner, Jenny Brunger and Peter Adcock. This was my
fourth year on the Council.
On the Saturday there were tours and peals organised as delegates gathered from all over the world.
Particularly nice was to see ringers from Wellington, New Zealand, who have been given a £10,000 grant from
the CCCBR to help restore their ring of 12 after the devastating earthquake.
The business for real started on Sunday with the first of three meetings. This is for the Ringing Foundation
which was set up in 2007 as an autonomous organisation. This supports the Integrated Teacher Training
Scheme (ITTS) and recognises the Association of Ringing Teachers (ARTS).
An interesting question was raised about the possibility that Ecclesiastical Insurance would one day insist that
all teaching of new recruits is only carried out by ITTS certified trainers. It was felt that if this ever became
the case this could have a devastating effect on recruitment. The Central Council has raised this concern with
Ecclesiastical Insurance and they have said that insurance claims related to ringing incidents are negligible
per year and they have no intention of insisting on all trainers being certified.
Then on the Monday the CCCBR meeting proper started promptly at 9.30 am. After election of CC officers and
adoption of accounts we moved onto receiving, discussing and adopting numerous committee reports. The list
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of committees includes: Towers & Belfries, Ringing Trends, Bell Restoration, Peal Records, Methods etc. It is
in these committees that the 'real' work is carried out throughout the year and I have been lucky enough to
be elected onto the Ringing Centres committee and was secretary for two years before work commitments
meant I could not spend the time needed to carry on. To read up on the work of these committees please
visit the CCCBR website.
The highlights were the retirement of Kate Flavell as president after three years and the election of Chris
Mew as her replacement.
One of the aspects of CCCBR's work is to define what can be rung. Obviously people can ring whatever they
like but the CCCBR defines what a method is, what is acceptable to publish etc. For instance a method should
start and end in rounds without repetition also a method should have more working bells than hunt bells.
Both these 'rules' are being 'stretched' by pioneering bands in Cambridge, London and Birmingham, so in an
attempt to not stifle this creativity the CCCBR rules were changed following much lengthy debate!
After lunch we interrupted the main conference with the The Ringing World Limited meeting. This magazine
is run by the CC. The circulation continues to fall with only a 2,900 print run per week and only 150
electronic subscriptions whereas it was about 7,000 twenty years ago. In this modern world all magazines and
newspapers circulations are in decline and although the way forward is to publish electronically people are
adverse to the idea of paying for anything online.
We then went back to the main CCCBR meeting and picked up where we had left off finishing after 5.00 pm.
Another long day, but worthwhile and a reminder that bell ringing is a worldwide hobby. We are off to
Beverley next year.
If you have any questions then please contact myself or any of the NDAR representatives.
Mike Clements
Useful sources of information are:Central Council of Church Bell Ringers:
Association of Ringing Teachers:
Ringing Foundation:
The Ringing World:

cccbr.org.uk
www.ringingteachers.co.uk
ringingfoundation.com
www.ringingworld.co.uk

Ring in the new
The northern branch’s own Maureen Gardiner is our new Association Ringing Master and she kindly indulged
Soundbow by taking part in a Q&A:
What are you most looking forward to and what do you hope to achieve
as Ringing Master? I’m looking forward to working with people across the
Association on some things that might benefit us all. It just seems a good
opportunity to be involved in sharing a lot of experience and ideas. It’s too
soon to say what I can achieve, but I'm particularly interested just now in
how we recruit and train learners in the best way to keep as many as
possible past the nursery slopes.
What do you find most daunting about it? Probably the first three
months, when I'll be finding out what the needs are and what looks
feasible. Then it's a case of taking things forward as effectively as possible.
What's your favourite method? I don't really have one, I enjoy ringing and
especially when the band is working well together and we've got the rhythm
and striking right. Methods like Cambridge and Stedman that hopefully
everyone is comfortable with, so you're relaxed and ringing well are often
Maureen
the most pleasurable for me.
What is your personal ringing ambition or ringing achievement of which you are most proud? My
personal ambition is to get more competent at calling, and understand more about conducting. I've started
too late in my life ever to be really good, but it gives me something I can always enjoy striving for. Ringing
achievement - probably this is teaching people, when it goes well and they get it.
When you are not ringing, what do you enjoy doing? Working with stained glass, keeping up with friends
(easier now I'm retired), walking/exploring new places, and when we go down to Dorset to be with our
daughter and family, and play with our grandson.
We also quizzed Dawn Pullan, our former Ringing Master and now Association Treasurer:
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What will you miss most now you are no longer Ringing Master and
what are you most proud of from your time as Master? I’m missing it
already. I fear I’ve given up the bit I enjoyed most (ringing) and retained
what I least enjoy about being a member of the Association (meetings).
Both 6-bell and 8-bell training days have been very rewarding and, whilst
I appreciate that they’re not universally popular, I’ve loved every striking
competition which I’ve been involved in, even though my home tower is
resigned to being placed last. The ‘NDA Ringers’ Facebook Group has
been well supported and has, I think, encouraged our members to share
their own personal achievements. I’d like to thank the ringers of St Peter
Mancroft – they’ve been so patient with me over the years I’ve been
attempting to master 12-bell ringing and during that time they’ve also
become more involved in Association matters.
What piece of advice have you given / would you give to Maureen
about the role? Don’t let the turkeys get you down! Just try to
communicate the fun of ringing.
What's your favourite method? Stedman….doubles, triples, caters or
cinques.
What is your personal ringing ambition or ringing achievement of
which you are most proud?
I need to take the plunge and have a go at teaching bell-handling at
Dawn’s the one pulling the rope.
Brooke. I’d like to ring a quarter peal of Stedman Cinques (although not
necessarily at St Peter Mancroft). I was delighted to have been invited to ring in the long-standing Long
Stratton Christmas Eve peal and, amazingly, invited back three more times.
When you are not ringing, what do you enjoy doing? Gardening (cutting out brambles and digging up
nettles) and reading.

Eighty years of Grey
On Sunday 18th May 2014 well-known local bell
ringer Derick Grey celebrated his 80th birthday by
ringing for service at his home tower, St James,
Southrepps, as he has for the last 30 years. He was
given a signed card and bottle of wine by the
congregation, not just for his birthday but to thank
him for everything he has done for the church for
many years.
Derick learnt to ring at the Northrepps 53 years ago,
being elected a member of the Norwich Diocesan
Association of Ringers two years later in 1963. He
has rung 61 peals and several hundred quarter peals
for the Association since.
Derick was a skilled carpenter by trade, working for
Bullens of Cromer up to his retirement. These skills
At Southrepps on the day, from left: Jill Breeze, Steve
have been put to good use over the years, with
Lines, the birthday boy and Jo Webb.
Derick being involved in many local bell restoration
projects, including at Southrepps in 1984 and most memorably at Gimingham in 1990 where he made, and
along with other members of the NDA bell restoration team, installed the new five bell frame to replace the
rotten and unsafe three bell frame. The three bells in the tower were joined by two trebles to make a very
fine ring of five. As well as being involved in these major projects, Derick has made countless wheels and
other fittings to enable other Norfolk towers to keep ringing.
Even at 80 years of age Derick continues to ring every Sunday where possible and also at the local weekday
evening practices at Gimingham, Knapton, and his home tower of Southrepps, where he has been the Tower
Captain since the restoration of the bells. As well as ringing for services, weddings and other special
occasions, Derick has taught many local people to ring and has also spent countless hours maintaining the
bells and carrying out other odd jobs in and around the church.
Before Friday evening practice at Knapton the bell ringers surprised Derick with birthday cake, nibbles and
bubbly.
(See page 7 for details of a celebratory quarter peal.)
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One ring to rule them all
The Association 6-bell striking competition was held after the Annual General Meeting on 3 rd May at St Mary
the Virgin, Somerleyton. The judges were Winston and Carol Girling of the Suffolk Guild of Ringers (although
also still NDA members under Somerleyton). Four of the five entrants were from the northern branch.
Placing (and number of faults)

Tower

Judges’ comment

F Nolan Golden Rose Bowl – method
First (6):

St Peter Mancroft

“..it sounded as if the ringers were enjoying it..”

Second (35):

St George Colegate

“..not too bad for a country church on a Sunday
morning..”

Third (54):

Loddon

“..a reasonable piece of ringing … some internal
problems..”

Wymondham Trophy – call changes
First (10)

St George Colegate

“..quite a nice piece of ringing..”

Second (39)

Hethersett

“..a bit slow..”

The St Peter Mancroft band ran off taking their lovely yellow roses with them before they could be
subjected to a group photograph. Fortunately fourteen-year-old Alastair Pearce, who rang for the Colegate
call change band, was prepared to tell us about it:
On Saturday 3rd May 2014 I rang in my first striking competition. It was at a nice little church at Somerleyton
which had 6 bells. I prepared by ringing the call changes for the competition with the team representing St
George Colegate. We had about 5 – 6 practices for the piece before the competition.
I felt nervous on the day but excited for the ringing. The bells at Somerleyton were very different to the bells
at Colegate but I enjoyed ringing them all the same. I thought that our test piece for the call changes was
good and I think we only made 10 mistakes
throughout the entire piece. I felt relieved and I
was pleased with the changes and it was like a big
weight had been lifted from my shoulders but I
thought I could have done better. I had made a
mistake when I clashed with the tenor.
After we had done our piece I listened carefully to
the next call change team to see if I could spot
any of their mistakes. I thought we had done
better when the other team had finished. We then
had to wait for the results and I was worried that
we would lose. I felt happy after the judging
because I got a special mention from the judges
for ringing the treble. It was nice to hold the
trophy after winning it as this was the first time I
had ever entered a striking competition. I
wouldn’t mind doing another one another day as it
was fun.

Ali with trophy and the rest of the band.

Near places
A select and diminishing band enjoyed the May branch outing, which was pulled together just in time by a
stressed Jon Spreadbury. Chris Denmark seemed pleased to ring a half course of Cambridge S Major on the
easy-going but odd-struck bells of Swaffham Bulbeck. Faith Pearce rescued butterflies from the ringing
chamber of the sonorous six at Bottisham, and we perused the inscriptions on the monuments to the Serocold
family at Cherry Hinton whilst ringing lots of Norwich S Minor. With the desertion of the Hethersett
contingent at lunchtime we were very pleased to see John Mudd at Fulbourn. The day ended with harmonics
at Burwell – Michael Sheldon battled the tenor to some Bob Triples, and we rang a pleasing touch of Stedman
Doubles on the back six, called by Barbara Hollis.
Soundbow
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Tower talk
Aylsham refit completed
We are pleased to report that work on the
clappers and pulleys of all ten of the Aylsham ring
has now been completed. Local ringers seem
pleased with the improved ‘go’ of the bells and in
particular the improvement in the striking of
numbers 3 and 5. Due appreciation has been
expressed to Neil Thomas of Whitechapel and to
local helpers Anne and Mike Bridge, Justin Ritchie,
Tim Brooks, Hilary Shaw and Churchwarden
Matthew Thomas for their most valuable practical
support. Thanks have also been expressed to the
Association for the considerable financial input to
the project.

This was the first St Georges’s Day ringing at
Foxley in over thirty years.

With the bells back in service the usual Tuesday
practices and Sunday Service ringing have been
resumed, the latter now starting at the revised
time of 09.40hrs. Additionally, ringing is being
arranged forthwith prior to 16.00hrs choral
evensong on the fourth Sunday of the month.
Keith Shaw
Hon. Secretary, St. Michael's Guild of Ringers

True colours

Cromer update
By the time you read this we will be near to
ringing again. Our bells are due to be re-installed
in the tower on 18th June and we hope to be able
to ring for the service on 29th June, with perhaps
a little practice the day before! I will report fully
in the next edition of Soundbow but we will be
glad to entertain friends and visitors from mid-July
to try the new ring of eight.
David Wakely
Maureen Gardiner reported on progress with the
augmentation project at Cromer
(see above) at the Association
AGM. There is to be a dedication
service in November and the
colours of the new sallies are to
be black, yellow and blue to
reflect the colours in the town
crest.

Captain Tony
Tony Watson has been elected Tower Captain at
St Giles on the Hill, Norwich.

Sadly, the rope with the green and yellow sally on
the tenor at Aylsham has been relegated to the
clock chamber until such a time as Norwich City
FC returns to the Premier League. It has not been
replaced by a blue and white sally.

By George!
Alyson Booth provided these photographs of the
bands that rang for St George’s Day at Sparham:

Far places
This year’s Colegate weekend was a confection of
some glorious rings of eight, alpacas, juddery
second bells and sticky toffee pudding, both with
and without lashings of custard. Jon Spreadbury’s
friend Matthew Higby organised the towers for us,
and we were based in the Shepton Mallet / Frome
area in Somerset, starting at picturesque Farleigh
Hungerford and Rode on a Friday afternoon in late
April.
The bells of Chewton Mendip sound exactly as a
ring of eight should, and some of us were lucky
enough to ring a Friday-night quarter peal on them
(after a quick grab for those not taking part) – it
being James Laughlin’s first quarter on eight and
Rachel Prior’s first triples quarter “inside”.

and Foxley:

The Saturday tour started with the lovely eights at
Shepton Mallet and Ditcheat, and then had our
heavy bell grabbers queuing to ring the 36cwt
tenor to the six at Queen Camel. We forayed into
Dorset to ring at our Master’s namesake of Trent;
although, unlike Ben, the bells of Trent are overly
loud in the ringing chamber. Despite the
eccentricities of the second at Wincanton, we
managed a satisfying touch of Stedman Triples
there, and went on to the charming eight at
Marston Bigot.
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After we had joined the locals for Sunday service
ringing on the twelve at Chilcompton, Andy Mead
welcomed us to Knapps Farm for some impromptu
ringing (and a quarter peal attempt that came to
grief) on his 16lb mini-ring. Some of the sallies
there are made from wool produced by the farm’s
alpacas. Those of us who stayed at the Knapps
Farm B&B would recommend it to anyone, ringer
or not, taking a break in Somerset, and indeed all
of us were shown great hospitality and kindness by
the people we encountered, making this a very
pleasant and memorable weekend.

Other quarter peals
Knapton, SS Peter & Paul, Friday 11th April 2014,
1260 Plain Bob Minor: 1 Andrew Lubbock (c), 2 Ian
Witham, 3 Jo Webb, 4 Michael Hollis, 5 Barry Goodliffe,
6 Derick Grey

First minor: 2.
Erpingham, St Mary the Virgin , Sunday 13th April 2014,
1260 4 m/vs: May Day, April Day, Old Bob and Plain Bob
Doubles: 1 David Hoare, 2 Steve Upton, 3 Anne Bridge, 4
Maureen Gardiner (c), 5 Peter Mayne, 6 Danny Phillips
Rung to celebrate Palm Sunday

Erpingham, St Mary the Virgin, Sunday 11th May 2014,

Ropesight

1260 Doubles: Stedman, Grandsire, St Simon, St Martin,
April Day, Plain Bob: 1 Lorraine Marks, 2 Beverley
Mayne, 4 Peter Mayne, 5 David Hoare (c), 6 Daniel
Phillips
Rung to celebrate the 20th anniversary of the ordination
of women to the priesthood in the C of E.

NDA quarter peal week
Quarter peals that were identifiably “northern
branch” quarters were scored on each day of
quarter peal week from the Sunday through to the
Friday. Special congratulations go to Shelagh
Rump on ringing her first quarter peal at the first
attempt.

Northrepps, St Mary the Virgin,

Tuesday 27th May 2014, 1260 Grandsire Triples:
1 Tricia Francis, 2 Aubrey Forster, 3 Anne Bridge, 4
Andrew Lubbock (c), 5 Maureen Gardiner, 6 David
Smith, 7 Derick Grey, 8 Matthew Armstrong
Rung as an 80th birthday compliment to Derick Grey.

Norwich, St George Colegate, Sunday 20th April 2014,
1260 Reverse Canterbury Pleasure Place Doubles: 1
Steve Day, 2 Barbara Mesney, 3 Faith Pearce, 4 Alan
Spreadbury, 5 Ben Trent (c), 6 Catherine Sturgess
For Easter and NDA quarter peal Week.

Peals
Norwich Diocesan Association
Wymondham, Abbey Church of St Mary the Virgin and
St Thomas a Becket
Saturday 5th April 2014 in 3h 14 (27)
5050 Stedman Caters
Composed: Mark R Eccleston

Norwich, St Peter Mancroft, Monday 21st April 2014,
1250 Lincolnshire Surprise Major: 1 John Mudd, 2 Simon
J T Smith, 3 Jon Spreadbury, 4 Richard A Turk, 5 Peter J
Sawyer, 6 Faith J Pearce (c), 7 Ben Trent, 8 Simon A
Rudd
For NDA quarter peal week.

1 Thomas R Roast
2 Ruth Curtis
3 Gillian H Knox
4 Patricia M Hitchins
5 Joanna K Dorling
6 David C Brown (c)
7 Christian M Peckham
8 Paul F Curtis
9 Alan Regin
10 Hayden J Charles
Golden wedding compliment to Kay and Geoffrey
Dorling.

Holt, St Andrew, Tuesday 22nd April 2014, 1260 Plain
Bob Doubles: 1 Shelagh Rump, 2 Andrew J Lubbock (c), 3
Theo F Crowder, 4 Anne Bridge, 5 Derick J Grey, 6
Maureen Gardiner

First quarter at first attempt: 1.
For NDA quarter peal week. Rung to welcome Fr Craig
Roters as Curate to this Parish.

Norwich, St George Colegate, Wednesday 23rd April
2014, 1272 Norwich Surprise Minor: 1 Barbara Mesney, 2
Catherine Sturgess, 3 Steve Day, 4 Jon Spreadbury, 5
Faith Pearce (c), 6 Ben Trent
Rung to mark St George's Day and for NDA quarter peal
week.

Norwich Diocesan Association
Hethersett, St Remigius
Sunday 6th April 2014 in 2h 39 (9-2-21)
5056 Cambridge Surprise Major
Composed: Noël J Diserens

Hethersett, St Remigius, Thursday 24th April 2014,
1260 St Clements Minor: 1 Justin Ritchie, 2 Roy Wiles , 3
Rebekah Larner, 4 Mark Alexander, 5 Mark Larner (c), 6
Christopher Denmark.

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8

First in method: 3 and 4.
Chewton Mendip, Somerset, St Mary Magdalen, Friday

25th April 2014, 1260 Plain Bob Triples:
1 James Laughlin, 2 Catherine Sturgess, 3 Rachel Prior,
4 Alan Spreadbury, 5 Dawn Pullan, 6 Faith Pearce, 7 Ben
Trent (c), 8 David Pearce

First on 8: 1. First in method: 3.

First on 8 and of surprise: 2.
First Cambridge S Major: 4.

Rung for NDA quarter peal week whilst on Colegate
weekend.

Soundbow
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The adventures of William (and Peter) Sawyer
In the late 1890s and early years of the 20th century, a certain William James Sawyer was a very active peal
ringer in the south-east corner of Suffolk. Between 1898 and 1916 he rang nearly one hundred peals. About
three-quarters of these were of Minor, and he called over 50 of them, usually from the tenor. The peals were
generally in several methods, the greatest number being 14 at Blaxhall in 1909. He was clearly a leading light
in the area at that time.
A hundred years later his grandson Peter came to live
in East Anglia at Norwich. Many ringers will know
Peter Sawyer from various places where he has rung
and resided over the years, including Devon, Reading
and Essex. No mean ringer himself, he rang Exeter
Cathedral tenor single-handed to a peal at a time
when this was a considerably less frequent event
than it is today. After a period out of regular ringing
while he lived in France he became interested in his
grandfather’s ringing exploits and realised that the 100 th anniversary of a number of the peals that he rang
was imminent. In 1913 William Sawyer rang seven peals, one of which was at Pettistree, five at Blaxhall and
one at Framsden. The bells at this last tower are now barely ringable, but Peter decided that it would be an
excellent idea to commemorate anniversaries at the other two towers with peals on the exact dates when
peals were rung a hundred years ago – 10th May and 1st December. For good measure he also decided to
commemorate the 100th anniversary of another peal at Tunstall on 6th November.
Pettistree are an excellent light 6 and a peal of seven methods
was duly accomplished. The band had considerable respect for
William Sawyer and his band’s achievement all those years ago,
because the methods included some that were by no means
straightforward. Several had irregular lead ends and New London
Treble Bob was particularly fast moving and difficult to get a
1 Patricia Hitchins
handle on. Unfortunately there was a slight hitch in arrangements
2 Janet House
for the second commemoration peal - at Tunstall - because, at
3 David C Brown (c)
4 Simon J T Smith
very short notice, there was a mechanical problem which
5 Ben Trent
prevented the peal taking place. However, a peal in the same five
6 Peter J Sawyer
methods as were rung all those years ago was successful at nearby
Wickham Skeith, another very enjoyable light six. This left only
Specially arranged to commemorate a peal
rung in the same tower, on the same date 100
the December date at Blaxhall. This was rather harder work to
years ago, in exactly the same methods and in
score as these bells do not get much ringing. The ever-practical
the same order, in which William Sawyer, the
present-day Mr Sawyer manfully carried out some necessary checks
grandfather of today's tenor ringer, was the
and maintenance before the peal. With rather more effort than
conductor and tenor ringer.
the other two occasions, a peal in five methods – including the
bogey method New London TB - was again successfully rung. Peter rang the tenor to all three peals, as his
grandfather had done 100 years ago, although he decided to delegate the conducting!
Norwich Diocesan Association
Blaxhall, Suffolk, St Peter
Sun 1st Dec 2013, 2hr 41m (10)
5040 Minor
(5m: 1 ext each New London TB, Woodbine D,
Oxford TB, 2 exts each Kent TB, Plain Bob.)

Peter was clearly overjoyed at the successful culmination
of the year’s arrangements and, for their part, the band
were delighted to have taken part. Sadly, there aren’t
many more 100th anniversaries to commemorate because
William Sawyer only rang five more peals after 1913: two
were in 1914, one in 1916, then large gaps until further
peals in 1922 and 1931. Peter recalls that his grandfather
went away to fight in the trenches in Northern France
during WW1 and that he suffered shrapnel wounds and
gas poisoning. This may have been behind the sporadic
nature of his ringing later in life. He died in Battersea in
April 1966 aged 88. William’s son James (Peter’s father)
also became a ringer. He rang just the one peal, at
Woodbridge, in 1935. Peter, in contrast, has currently
rung over 500, although appears not to have inherited his
grandfather’s enthusiasm for conducting (total to date
19)!
David Brown
(This article has also appeared in the Ringing World.)
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Hayden’s helpful hints: spliced doubles and minor
Ringing spliced is a good way to find out just how well you know a method. The methods don't have to be
difficult, so here are some examples mixing Grandsire Doubles with Plain Bob Minor.
For each method it is very important to know exactly where each bell starts, and in which place it will be at
the end of the lead. The conductor will call the change of method as the treble is leading, so there is no time
to dither! Count your places carefully and be aware of where you will be when the treble is leading at
backstroke, because this is the place where the new method will begin.
For Plain Bob it goes like this. Making seconds is easy: you are in second
Grandsire
Grandsire
Grandsire
place. Dodging up in 3-4 or 5-6 means that you will be in the oddPlain Lead
Bob
Single
1 2 3 4 5
1 2 3 4 5
1 2 3 4 5
numbered place (3rd or 5th) at the treble's backstroke. Dodging down in
_ _ _ _ _
_ _ _ _ _
_ _ _ _ _
4-3 or 6-5 puts you in the even place, 4th or 6th. At a call, running in
2 1 3 5 4
2 1 3 5 4
2 1 3 5 4
makes you seconds place, run out thirds place and make the bob
2 3 1 4 5
2 3 1 4 5
2 3 1 4 5
fourths. Making thirds at a single means that you will be in third place.
3 2 4 1 5
3 2 4 1 5
3 2 4 1 5
3 4 2 5 1
3 4 2 5 1
3 4 2 5 1
Write it out to check.
4 3 5 2 1
4 3 5 2 1
4 3 5 2 1
For Plain Bob, the start is always to plain hunt, bells in odd places go up,
4 5 3 1 2
4 5 3 1 2
4 5 3 1 2
even places go down.
5 4 1 3 2 Bob 5 4 1 3 2
S 5 4 1 3 2
Grandsire is a bit more complicated because, unusually, the calls take
5 1 4 2 3
5 1 4 2 3
5 1 4 2 3
1 5 2 4 3
1 5 4 3 2
1 5 4 3 2
up more than one change. Look carefully at where the bells are while
1 2 5 3 4
1 4 5 2 3
1 5 4 2 3
the treble leads at backstroke.
Treble back stroke lead -->
_ _ _ _ _
_ _ _ _ _
_ _ _ _ _
Here are two sample touches. G=Grandsire Doubles, PB=Plain Bob Minor,
– is a bob, s a single. Ring the first lead as Grandsire with a single,
change to Plain Bob and ring a bobbed lead, and so on.

In this touch,
notice that 4 and 6
ring the same
leads in each part,
so they might be
good bells for the
conductor. 6 is
always ringing
behind in the
Grandsire.

112 Grandsire
Doubles and Plain
Bob Minor
1 2 3 4 5 6
_ _ _ _ _ _

112 Grandsire
Doubles and Plain
Bob Minor
1 2 3 4 5 6
_ _ _ _ _ _
1
1
1
1
1
_

5
5
5
4
5
_

4
4
4
2
3
_

2
3
6
5
4
_

3
6
2
3
2
_

6
2
3
6
6
_

G
PB
PB
PB
G

s
-

1
1
1
1
1

2
2
2
4
2

4
4
4
5
3

5
3
6
2
4

3
6
5
3
5

6
5
3
6
6

G
PB
PB
PB
G

s
-

-

-

1
1
1
1
1
_

5
5
4
2
2
_

4
4
6
5
5
_

2
3
5
4
6
_

3
6
2
6
3
_

6
2
3
3
4
_

G
PB
PB
G
PB

s
-

1
1
1
1
1

3
3
6
2
2

6
6
4
3
3

2
5
3
6
4

5
4
2
4
5

4
2
5
5
6

G
PB
PB
G
PB

s
-

2
2
5
5

1
5
2
3

5
1
3
2

4
3
1
4

3
4
4
1

4
4
5
5

1
5
4
2

5
1
2
4

3
2
1
3

2
3
3
1

5
5
4
4

1
4
5
2

4
1
2
5

3
2
1
3

2
3
3
1

Here 2 is the only 'fixed'
bell, and the 'tenor
behind' for the Grandsire
is not always the 6.

s
-

s
-

Hayden Charles

Stedman shenanigans
Mo Cubitt tells us about the rivalry connected with the early Stedman Triples peal attempts in Norwich and
about some of those who took part:
In 1731 Edward Crane, who was attached to St Michael’s Coslany in Norwich, claimed to have composed a
peal of Stedman Triples. Stedman had only been rung as a plain course in earlier times. Thomas Melchior, of
Mancroft, considered to be the leading Norwich ringer, was not one to let another usurp his position.
However, the sixth bell at Mancroft was in a poor state whereas the Coslany bells were in excellent
condition. About a month after Crane’s challenge, Melchior declared that Stedman Triples had been
composed by him and rung with seven others at St Peter Mancroft. The Coslany rivals must have been told
about the peal attempt in advance for Thomas Crane and two others met at their local inn to count the blows
of the tenor. They reckoned they counted only 4860 changes. Melchior retorted that they must have
miscounted since they had been in a busy public house where people were often coming in and going out. He
accused them of being false and malicious and felt it beneath him to reply to their “scurrilous and
scandalous” words.
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The Mancroft success was published in the Norwich Gazette of 31st October 1731: NOTWITHSTANDING the
Pretensions of several ingenious Ringers in this City and elsewhere…this is to satisfie all Lovers of that
ingenious Art that Thomas Melchior has composed it to the Truth…being the First that ever was composed
all perfect Stedman, consisting of 5040 changes: And was rung by him and 7 more on Monday 25th October,
1731 at St. Peter’s of Mancroft in Norwich, in 3 Hours and 40 Minutes; and never a Bell out of Course, nor
changes alike: by us whose names are here subscribed viz:
Thomas Melchior treble; Thomas Blofield 2d; Wm. Palmer 3rd; Thomas Atber 4th; John Gardiner 5th; John
Foster 6th; Christopher Booty 7th; William Porter tenor.
In due course a peal board was erected in the belfry at Mancroft: here was Rung that Misterious Peal called
Stedman's Tripples. At the top of the board are the words: SWEAR NOT AT ALL.
Three hours forty minutes is a long time for a peal of triples.
The old tenor at that time weighed 23cwt so was not
particularly heavy. It could only mean that the bells were not
going well and the sixth was indeed incredibly difficult to
ring. John Foster, who rang it, was one of the younger
members. A few years after this he stole the purse book from
the Company of Ringers and left. He was fined two marks
after delivering it at court in May 1737. Writing in 1923,
Arminger Trollope, a ringing historian, believed that Foster
had been helped to pull his bell by John Webster, who had
rung the tenor in a 1718 peal. Webster was in the tower as
referee during the Stedman peal and swore to a magistrate
later that it had been true. He met his death in St Giles’
church on 17th November 1760, having just completed a peal.

The stone tablet at St Giles on the hill
commemorating John Webster’s death there.

Melchior and the Mancroft band had rung their peal of Stedman, but that was not the end of the story. The
Coslany ringers tried to obtain a copy of the peal composition but were fobbed off with a copy of an earlier
attempt.
After eleven failures, the ringers of St Michael Coslany finally rang their peal on 6 th December 1731. This peal
was well advertised and hundreds of local citizens gathered outside to listen. Apparently, some of St Peter’s
company employed a bellman (a town crier) to shout scandalous verses just before they began to ring and to
fling stones against the doors at the finish. The Coslany band accused a Mancroft ringer of attempting to
enter by a window. He was prevented and sent home with a bloody nose. Melchior denied that any Mancroft
ringers were involved – he also accused Crane of calling the bobs from a piece of paper nailed up in the
tower.

That’s all
Thank you to everyone who contributed to this edition of Soundbow.
It has been a busy time for the northern branch recently, with a particular emphasis on peals and quarter
peals. Peter Sawyer’s mission to ring 100th anniversary peals combined with Mo Cubitt’s article on
competitive ringers may inspire you to look forward to next year and plan your own project. 2015 sees the
300th anniversary of the first peal ever rung, so why not make it the year you ring your first peal or quarter in
a particular method, or perhaps even your first peal or quarter peal? There will be some keen ringers
somewhere in the branch or wider Association who will want to join you or help out. You could always
advertise for their services in the pages of Soundbow. Perhaps you could follow Ali Pearce’s example and
take part in your first striking competition. Or maybe you could go on your first branch outing. And of course,
whatever you choose to do, we want to hear about it!
Catherine Sturgess and Richard Turk, Soundbow Editors
northern.ndar@yahoo.co.uk

Soundbow

10

June 2014

Tower contact details
AYLSHAM - S. Michael & All Angels: Keith Shaw 01263 732462; aylshamtower@supanet.com
Tower website: www.aylshamtower.org.uk
BACTON - S. Andrew: Ian Witham 01692 650530
BUXTON - S. Andrew: Anne Bridge, steambells@greenbee.net
COLTISHALL – S. John the Baptist: Audrey Weston 01603 737269
COSTESSEY – S. Edmund: Meryl Butcher 01603 743315, merylb@btinternet.com
CROMER - SS Peter & Paul: David Wakely 01263 825885, david.wakely219@btinternet.com
DRAYTON - S. Margaret: John Rant 01603 747564; bitzasoft@hotmail.com
ERPINGHAM – S. Mary: Rob Goodliffe, robgoodliffe@yahoo.co.uk
FELMINGHAM – S. Andrew: Martin Otley ??
FOXLEY – S. Thomas: Tony Rushbrook, tonyjrushbrook@yahoo.co.uk
GIMINGHAM – All Saints: Betty Taylor 01263 726811
HETHERSETT – S. Remigius: Roy Wiles 01603 812049; 2nd contact: hbellswebmaster@hotmail.co.uk
HEVINGHAM – S. Mary V. & S. Botolph: June Clitheroe, june@gatestogrates.co.uk
HEYDON – SS Peter & Paul: E. V. Shipham 01263 587865
HOLT – S. Andrew: Theo Crowder 01263 710129, theo.crowder@btinternet.com
HONINGHAM – St Andrew: G. E. Smith 01603 880309
HORSHAM S. FAITH – SS Andrew & Mary: Linda Holness 01603 898801, peter@holness.net
INTWOOD – All Saints: Dr M.L. Parker 01603 811330, mparkerkett@btinternet.com
KETTERINGHAM – S. Peter: Dr M.L. Parker 01603 811330, mparkerkett@btinternet.com
KNAPTON – SS Peter & Paul: Andrew Lubbock 01263 722929, andyman1@live.co.uk
LAMMAS - St Andrew: David Tinsley 01603 279696, dtinsley@btconnect.com
LYNG – S.Margaret: Peter Sawyer, 01603 766773, pj.dyngalyng@gmail.com
MARSHAM – All Saints: Stephen Cockbill: stephencockbill@gmail.com
MATTISHALL – All Saints: Iris Coe 01362 858657, iriscoe@mattishall57.fsnet.co.uk
MULBARTON – St Mary Magdalen: George Moore 01508 570722 or timothy@edwardjacksonltd.com
NORTH REPPS – S.Mary the Virgin: Jill Breeze 01263 579699, jillbreeze123@btinternet.com
NORWICH – All Saints Centre: Richard Turk 01603 414892, the_great_chd@hotmail.com or Faith
Pearce, faithpearce@hotmail.co.uk
NORWICH – S. George Colegate: Starbuck Friend, starbrick@live.co.uk
NORWICH – S. Giles-on-the-Hill: Tony Watson, naut@btinternet.com
Church website: www.stgilesnorwich.org.uk
NORWICH – S Michael Coslany: Faith Pearce, faithpearce@hotmail.co.uk
NORWICH – S. Peter Mancroft: Simon Smith, 07803 207167; sjts@hotmail.co.uk
PASTON – S. Margaret: Mrs A Digby 01263 720616 or Andrew Lubbock (as for Knapton)
REEPHAM – S Michael and All Saints: B A Wells 01603 872788 gilliewells1@btinternet.com
REYMERSTON – S. Peter: B. Taylor 01362 850423
Tower website: http://freespace.virgin.net/reymerston.ringers
SALLE – SS. Peter & Paul: Mr. J. Booth, 50 Bircham Road, Reepham, Norwich. NR10 4NQ
SAXTHORPE – S. Andrew: CJR Tyndall, 01263 584103, charlestyndall@btinternet.com
SCOTTOW – All Saints: Mrs M Belson 01692 404152
SHIPDHAM – All Saints: Peter Woodcock 01362 695486
SOUTH REPPS – S. James: Betty Taylor 01263 726811, norfolkbetty@btinternet.com
STRATTON STRAWLESS – S.Margaret: Carol Monk 01603 897821
WESTON LONGVILLE – All Saints: Margaret Carter 01603 860355, magscarter@talktalk.net
WIVETON – S. Mary: Theo Crowder 01263 710129, theo.crowder@btinternet.com
WYMONDHAM - S. Mary & S. Thomas: Hayden Charles 01953 603943 hcharles@grandsire.co.uk
Website: www.wymondhambells.org.uk
YAXHAM – S Peter: Mrs A Cheeseman 01362 693214
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