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Branch and Association Programme
Next Quarter
Saturday
13th October

West Norfolk

Autumn Branch Outing
See details on Page 3

Sunday 4th
November

Holt St Andrew’s
8 bells

Association Songs of Praise
Details below

Saturday
November
10th

Aylsham St Michael & All
Angels
10 bells

Northern Branch AGM
Details below

Saturday
December8th

Lyng Mini-ring
Campanile Dyngalyng
1 Hammond Place,
Lyng NR9 5RQ
8 bells tenor 16lbs

Branch Practice at Peter and Chris Sawyer’s
mini-ring

Norwich Diocesan Association of Ringers
Songs of Praise
At St Andrew’s Holt on 4th November 2012
Ringing from 2.15pm
Service ‘For All the Saints’ 3.00pm
Tea and biscuits after in Church Hall

NDA Northern Branch AGM
10 November 2012
St Michael & All Angels Aylsham
Ringing:
Service:
Tea & Meeting:
Ringing:

15:00
16.00
16.45
18.15 – 19.00

To book a Ringer’s Tea contact
Keith Shaw 01263 732462 or
aylshamtower@supanet.com
By Wednesday 7th November

Please contact Alyson Booth alysonbooth58@gmail.com
To nominate new members for election to the Association and to
propose NDA Northern Branch Committee members and officers
Soundbow Editors Gill Page & Maureen Gardiner

Editorial
We hope you had a good summer, at least after the sun came out. It’s certainly been eventful, and
thank you to those who have given us contributions about your Olympic and Jubilee ringing over the
last two editions.
The autumn always offers opportunities to get together to ring and meet other ringers. This year the
Northern Branch hosts the Association Songs of Praise at Holt. This is always a well attended and
attractive event and Holt itself is worth a visit in the run up to Christmas. The Branch AGM is another
important event for the Branch, at the heart of co-ordinating support for ringing in our part of the
Association. Please come if you can, and enjoy the company and the ringing as well at Aylsham. The
refreshments are always good there too!
This year, in addition to the election of the Branch Committee for the next year, the opportunity to
represent our Branch on the newly formed Paul Cattermole Fund Committee comes up. Please
consider putting your name forward for a genuinely new initiative to enhance the presence of bells
across the diocese. It should be an interesting and rewarding experience.
We also want to promote the offer made by the Committee earlier this year and repeated here – do
think about making use of the network through Committee members, to strengthen a practice or a
quarter peal or if you as an individual would like a try at a quarter with skilled, friendly help. They
really mean it!
We have just heard about Peter Woodcock’s rather nasty accident at Shipdham. Peter needed plastic
surgery on his fingers after they got caught in a loop as the band was lowering the bells after a
practice. Happily he’s healing well and has nothing but praise for the surgeon who did the work. By
all accounts his fellow ringers rallied round wonderfully and took good care of him, both when it
happened and afterwards. Peter told us that there’s a lesson here – even with 60 years experience
you still need to treat everything to do with handling a bell with great care.
One of us can echo that – at a recent practice at Cromer, Maureen found herself flat on her back
clutching the tail end of the tenor rope. An incautious turn to look at a piece of fallen plaster allowed
the rope to catch under her foot and tip her up. She was lucky, and wasn’t even bruised, but it’s a
warning!
So a cautious look forward to the pleasures of autumn and Christmas. Please jot down anything we
can use in the next edition and take photos of events that are important or just fun in your tower.
The Editors
The Editors are grateful to all who have contributed in any way to this edition of Soundbow. Articles and
letters for publication, news from towers and of ringers, peals and quarter peals for inclusion, and all
other copy may be sent to northernbranch@fastmail.fm please

Autumn Branch Outing to the West
TOWER
Brandon, St Peter (TBC)
Hockwold cum Wilton, St James
LUNCH
Methwold, St George
Northwold, St Andrew
Mundford, St Leonard

Saturday October 13th
BELLS
TENOR POSTCODE
6 bells
7-3-5
IP27 0JE
6 bells
6-2-20
IP26 4LP
8 bells
8 bells
6 bells

12-1-2
14-3-20
6-0-3

IP26 4NR
IP26 5LA
IP26 5DT

TIMES
10:30
11:30
11:35
12:30
14:00
15:15
16:30

15:00
16:15
17:20

Please let Faith know if you require lunch so she can book up in advance. At the time of publishing
the actual venue for lunch is yet to be confirmed. Tower fees will be £5 - £6 per head.

Wanted for the Paul Cattermole Fund
Readers will be familiar with the Paul Cattermole Fund, set up last year to
support bells and ringing throughout the diocese. Its focus is two-fold – firstly on
towers with up to three bells or where chiming is a solution for the tower’s
needs, and secondly on access to the information resources of the Association
centred in its library.
At its last meeting, the Standing Committee of the Association (which has representatives from all
Branches) agreed the mechanism for giving grants from the Fund.
The plan is for a committee which will receive bids and recommend to the Standing Committee the
grants to be made. The committee will be:




The President, General Secretary and Librarian of the NDA
Two members nominated by the NDA Trustees (currently Aubrey Forster and Maureen Gardiner)
A representative from each Branch of the Association appointed annually, normally at Branch
AGMs.

The commitment would be to meet twice a year, ahead of the Standing Committee meetings (in
February and September/October) and consider and recommend bids.
Would you like to be that person? It is an opportunity to do some good work in encouraging the sound
of bells where they have been silent, and to explore our heritage of bells in the diocese in a new way.
It is also an opportunity to think about new ways of sharing knowledge.There is no prior expertise you
need to have.
If you would like to know any more about the Fund and our hopes for it, contact Maureen or Aubrey
(his contact details are in the Annual Report). Please think about this, it is an important addition to
what we in the Association can offer, as well as a really interesting new venture.

Would you like to try a Quarter?
The committee would like to explore ways that it can help individual ringers and towers. For some
time there has been an offer for any individual ringer who would like to try a quarter to contact one
of the Committee who would arrange a strong band around them. Alyson, Gill and Theo have already
taken advantage of this offer and all found it very successful.
What we would now like to explore is whether towers would find it useful to have the offer of
additional experienced ringers to help in completing bands for quarters you have already planned.
The offer is open to any individual or tower who would like to take advantage of it. Just contact Jon,
Faith, Richard or any of the committee and they will sort out with you how best to help.
The offer to include individual ringers in Quarters arranged by committee members is of course still
there and we would be glad to hear from you.
Jon Spreadbury

The Masters’ Mutterings
Well, here we are: the last Masters’ Mutterings before the AGM in November. And this last quarter has
been a productive one for the Northern Branch. We should, first of all, thank you all for your support.
Without the attendance we have been getting at branch events, we would not have managed to have
such a successful quarter. In the past few months we have visited the North-East coast, the North
coast, and the Eastern and Western borders of the branch, with good numbers attending each. One
thing we have been pleased with is the way people have asked us for special methods for each
practice, and as a result we have rung Double Oxford, Ipswich Surprise Minor, Norfolk Surprise Minor,
Double Court, and Spliced Stedman Doubles and Norwich Surprise Minor, all at the request of branch
members.
Many of you will know that each year the Association holds its 8-bell striking competition in
September. This year was no exception. The Northern Branch won the competition last year, and so
we travelled to Swaffham to defend the title this year. Unfortunately, two of the four branches were
unable to raise a band to compete this year. As a result, the Northern Branch entered two teams so
that the judges would not have to travel to Norfolk to judge a two-team competition. This is not
something we have done before, but it did give us the chance to involve even more people in the
competition than normal. Faith managed to organise two Northern Branch teams, both comprised of
people who support branch events, and giving people who wouldn’t necessarily normally get to ring in
the competition the chance to compete. We are proud to say that we successfully defended the title,
and that the Northern Branch teams came both first and second. Congratulations to the Eastern
Branch too, who only missed out on the second spot by a few points, and who were the only other
branch able to raise a team.
So, we thank you once again for continuing to support us as your Ringing Masters, and we hope that
you will join us over the coming months for our branch and association events, not least the branch
AGM this November.
Faith Pearce and Richard Turk
Joint Ringing Masters

Matt’s Summer Outing 2012
Saturday 4th August saw around 12 ringers from the North East Norfolk towers of Gimingham, Knapton
and Southrepps, along with some ringing friends from other local towers, travel to the south of the
county for a ringing outing arranged by Matt Armstrong.
Our first tower was Thetford 8 Bells 18cwt. The bells are a complete ring cast by Thomas Osborn in
1790 and they are a wonderful sounding, if a little tricky ring of bells. We enjoyed our time here with
ringing including call changes, Grandsire Triples and Bob Major.
We then travelled to South Lopham, where we enjoyed a coffee break in the lovely churchyard before
ringing on the heavy six (20cwt). The bells go well for their weight and we managed a variety of
methods from Grandsire Doubles to Cambridge Minor before a very good lower, which ended with Matt
in a heap on the floor when the tenor rope broke during the final chimes.
Next we returned to an old favourite Kenninghall 8 Bells 16cwt. After our picnic lunch we put these
lovely bells to good use, with ringing ranging from Call Changes to Stedman and Single Oxford Bob
Triples, which we much enjoyed.
It was a new tower for us all next as we travelled to New Buckenham, where the William Dobson 1814
six have recently been augmented to 8, the bells handle nicely, although a little work is still needed
on the internal acoustics, as the bells shout loudly down the staircase into the new ringing chamber,
nevertheless it was a great pleasure to ring here, with a variety of methods being rung.

Our final venue was another favourite, Tibenham 6 Bells 18cwt, where these fantastic sounding bells
by Thomas Osborn 1787 were rung to Grandsire Doubles, Stedman Doubles, Single Oxford Minor and
Cambridge. We were delighted to be joined here by our friends David and Naomi Smith who have
recently moved back to Norwich where David has taken up his curacy at Thorpe St Andrew.
After this final tower most of the ringers including David and Naomi travelled to The Goat Inn at
Skeyton for a meal, which was much enjoyed by all.
I would like to thank all those who came along to ring, those who met us the towers and also to Matt
for making all the arrangements for the day.
Andrew Lubbock

St Miles bells ring again!
Following a major tower restoration, the eight bells of St. Michael at Coslany (St.Miles) are now
ringable again. At present the ringing is limited to ½ hour sessions whilst the tower is being monitored
and some repairs are done to the hangings. The bells are one of the most historic rings in the country
both with the bells and ringing.
The bells were augmented to 6 in 1676 and then to 8 in 1726. In 1842 the 5th cracked and was replaced
by a similar pre-reformation bell that came from the ruined church at Rockland St Mary. 7 and 8 are
also pre-reformation. The 7th is recognised as the finest example of Richard Brasyer the First’s work.
The bells were rehung by Cranes of Great Fransham in 1887 who later became Crane Fruehauf. These
hangings were of an inferior quality and so George Day was called in to sort them out in 1913. He
retained the front 6 frame and replaced 7/8 frame with a wrought iron unit. He also replaced all the
headstocks and wheels.
The first peal was rung here in 1727. It was a massive 10080 changes of Treble Bob Major and is
recorded on a peal board as a quarter Peal! In 1731 both the Mancroft and the St.Miles ringers rang
peals of Stedman triples. Although Mancroft rang the first, it is still disputed who rang the Stedman
we know today. There is a legend that the Mancroft ringers hired thugs to throw stones at the window
to put them off but the crowd assembled around the tower set upon them and sent them away with
bloody noses! In 1736 William Dixon was the first person to call peal from memory. Up to then the
conductor had a music stand. The first peal of Double Norwich was rung here in 1741 and takes its
name from the tower. To date there have been 131 known peals rung, the last one in 2002 for the
Golden Jubilee.
As for the future, the present policy is to preserve these historic bells in their present condition for
future generations to “grab” and see the fine collection of peal boards.
Steve Day

From the Towers
Holt and Wiveton
We have had a busy summer what with the Jubilee and the Olympics.
We rang for a special service for the Jubilee and also when the Olympic Flame went through Holt,
although it went through so quickly that if you blinked you missed it. Then we managed to ring at
Wiveton at 8.12am on Thursday 26th July, the first day of the Olympics with help from a visitor and
also at Holt, with the help of the Rector and one other in the congregation. The Rector proved a dab
hand at raising a bell even though he hadn't done it for about 20 years. He does join us to ring for the
Midnight service on Christmas Eve but doesn't ring at any other time. Then we had a visiting band who
rang a peal of Pudsey which sounded really good.

We have a problem at Wiveton. While Peter Trent was visiting the tower to tighten the frame at
Wiveton he noticed a cracked gudgeon on the fourth bell which means that ringing is going to be
restricted to Service ringing only until it is repaired. Let’s hope it won’t be too long.
The Holt Ringers had a great outing this year.
On a typical autumn day in late September we enjoyed ringing
at Surlingham, Bergh Apton, Woodton and Loddon. We can
thoroughly recommend the pub we used for lunch, The King’s
Head at Brooke.
As usual we were met at each tower by a friendly and obliging
member of the local band. The weather was perfect too, a
lovely Autumn day.
Theo Crowder

Aylsham
As the Olympic Torch and its entourage made its way through
Aylsham on 4th July last, our bells added to the town's festivities
with an attempted quarter-peal of Plain Bob Triples.
In spite of a long spell of good, confident ringing, concentration
ebbed momentarily after about 800 changes (perhaps the
tempting smells from the hot-dog stall in the Market Place drifted
into the ringing chamber!) and the quarter was lost - though the
ringing continued until the torch was safely despatched en route
for Norwich.
For their efforts, each member of the band was awarded with a gold medal (see photograph). The
ringers were (left to right) Danny Phillips, John Mudd, Lawrence Smith (C), Michael Brooks, Gill Page,
Keith Shaw, Beverley Mayne (Anne Bridge - not in photo). N.B. Norwich City sally top centre!
Lyng
News from the silent belfry of Lyng St Margaret Church
I am afraid to report that Lyng St Margaret Tower has been declared unsafe by the Church Architect
and that ringing has been forbidden forthwith. I have no news regarding the extent of the repairs to
the Church Tower and the bells will continue to be silent for some time I fear.
I do have good news though, a sponsored peal was arranged to be rung in July. After re-arranging the
venue at nearby Weston Longville (to whom we are extremely grateful) I can report that the peal was
rung as reported below:Weston Longville, Norfolk, All Saints
Saturday, 28 July 2012 in 2h 46m (11cwt)
5040 Surprise Minor
(7 methods: 1 extent each Queen Elizabeth II, Ipswich, Beverley, London, York, Norwich and Cambridge)
1 David Cubitt
2 Janet House
3 Michael G Clements
4 David C Brown (C)
5 Richard P J Carter
6 Peter J Sawyer
To celebrate the Queen's Diamond Jubilee. The peal was sponsored in aid of the restoration of Lyng church
tower and roof.

I am very pleased to announce that we have collected £1441 plus £ 298.75 in gift aid, totalling a
massive £1739.75 raised specifically for the Church Roof and Tower repairs. A very big thank you to
those who took part and to all the donors who have contributed to this fund. The funds have come
from far and wide, Devon to Yorkshire, Somerset to Essex and all places in between with one notable
donation from France.
Peter Sawyer
Tower Captain

Quarter Peals
Knapton, 9th June 2012, 1272 Norwich Surprise Minor: Simon Smith 1, Andrew Lubbock 2, Maureen Gardiner 3,
Faith Pearce (C) 4, Ben Trent 5, Jon Spreadbury 6.
Rung to celebrate the birth of Jacob Turk, son of Laura and Richard
Felmingham, 28th June 2012, 1260 Grandsire Triples: Derick Grey 1, Naomi Smith 2, Jenny Forster 3, Andrew
Lubbock (C) 4, Daniel Sayer 5, Aubrey Forster 6, Gilbert Larter 7, Roy Smith 8.
Rung by family and friends to celebrate the ordination, as Deacon, of David R Smith at Norwich Cathedral on
Saturday 30th June
Southrepps, 9th July 2012, 1260 Grandsire Doubles: Andrew Lubbock (C) 1, Barbara Hollis 2, Michael Hollis 3,
Matthew Armstrong 4, Derick Grey 5, Barry Goodliffe 6.
Rung to celebrate the ordination as Deacon of Andrew Jones (Sprowston with Beeston St Andrew), son-in-law of
Tenor ringer, at Norwich Cathedral on Saturday 30th June. And to congratulate Zoe Ferguson (Trunch Team
Ministry) and David Smith (Thorpe Episcopi) also ordained at this time.
Erpingham
12th August 2012, 1260 PB Minor: Rob Goodliffe 1, Anne Bridge 2, Maureen Gardiner 3, Michael Brook 4, Danny
Phillips 5, Lawrence Smith (C) 6 For Morning Service
9th September 2012, 1260 3m/v, Grandsire, April Day and PB Doubles: Michael Brook 1, Theo Crowder 2, Anne
Bridge 3, Maureen Gardiner (C) 4, Danny Phillips 5, Roy Smith 6. Rung for Morning Service and to congratulate
Naomi and David Smith on the safe arrival of their daughter, Catherine Rebecca, granddaughter of the tenor
ringer, born on the previous day.

Branch Officers and Committee
Chairman: Michael Clements, 167 Shakespeare Way, Taverham, Norwich, NR8 6TZ
tel: 01603 261761 email: mgclements@tiscali.co.uk
Secretary: Alyson Booth, Kuranda, Quarry Lane, Lyng, Norwich NR9 5RS
Tel 01603 872710; email: alysonbooth58@googlemail.com
Ringing Masters: Faith Pearce 34 Vicarage Road, Norwich, Norfolk, NR3 2HB
tel: 01603 427570 / 07825 335450 email: faithpearce@hotmail.co.uk
Richard Turk, 31 Brightwell Road, Norwich, NR3 3PQ
tel: 01603 414892/ 07790 353881 email: the_great_chd@hotmail.com
Committee: Steve Day, Gill Page, Jon Spreadbury, Roy Wiles.
Representative on the Standing Committee: Theo Crowder

Tower contact details – latest information
AYLSHAM - S. Michael & All Angels: Keith Shaw 01263 732462; aylshamtower@supanet.com
Tower website: www.aylshamtower.org.uk
BACTON - S. Andrew: Ian Witham 01692 650530
BUXTON - St. Andrew: David Tinsley, 01603 279696, dtinsley@btconnect.com
COLTISHALL – S. John the Baptist: Mrs Audrey P Weston 01603 737269
COSTESSEY – St Edmund: Mrs Meryl Butcher 01603 743315, merylb@btinternet.com
CROMER - SS Peter & Paul: David Wakely 01263 825885
DRAYTON - S. Margaret: John Rant 01603 747564; bitzasoft@hotmail.com
ERPINGHAM – S. Mary: The Rev. Brian Faulkner; brian-faulkner@lineone.net
FELMINGHAM – S. Andrew: Mrs Helene Smith 01692 404284
GIMINGHAM – All Saints: Mrs Betty Taylor 01263 726811
HETHERSETT – S. Remigius: Roy Wiles 01603 812049; 2nd contact: hbellswebmaster@hotmail.co.uk
HEVINGHAM – S, Mary V. & S. Botolph: June Clitheroe, june@gatestogrates.co.uk
HEYDON – SS Peter & Paul: E. V. Shipham 01263 587865
HOLT – S. Andrew: Theo Crowder 01263 710129
HONINGHAM – St Andrew: G. E. Smith 01603 880309
HORSHAM S. FAITH – SS Andrew & Mary: Mrs. L Holness 01603 898801; peter@holness.net
INTWOOD – All Saints: Dr M.L. Parker, 01603 811330
KETTERINGHAM – S. Peter: Dr M.L. Parker, 01603 811330
KNAPTON – SS Peter & Paul: A. J. Lubbock 01263 722929
LAMMAS - St Andrew: David Tinsley, 01603 279696, dtinsley@btconnect.com
LYNG – S.Margaret: Peter Sawyer 01603 872674: pj.dyngalyng@gmail.com
MARSHAM – All Saints, Temporary Correspondent: Keith Shaw 01263 732462
MATTISHALL – All Saints: Mrs. Iris Coe 01362 858657
MULBARTON – St Mary Magdalen: George Moore 01508 570 722
NORTH REPPS – S.Mary the Virgin: Mrs. Jill Breeze 01263 579699
NORWICH – All Saints Centre: Richard Turk 01603 414892
NORWICH – S. George, Colegate: Ms Barbara Mesney 01603 622138
NORWICH – S. Giles-on-the-Hill: Joseph Dillon, 01603 699964 J.Dillon@inbox.com
www.stgilesnorwich.org.uk
NORWICH – S Michael Coslany: Alan Spreadbury, sheila.spreadbury1@btinternet.com
NORWICH – S. Peter Mancroft: Richard Turk 01603 414892
PASTON – S. Margaret: Mrs A Digby 01263 720616
REYMERSTON – S. Peter: B. Taylor 01362 850423
Tower website: http://freespace.virgin.net/reymerston.ringers
SALLE – SS. Peter & Paul: Mr. J. Booth, 50 Bircham Rd. Reepham, Norwich. NR10 4NQ
SAXTHORPE – St Andrew: CJR Tyndall, 01263 584103
SCOTTOW – All Saints: The Rev. A R Long, The Vicarage, Worstead, N Walsham NR28 9SE
SHIPDHAM – All Saints: Peter Woodcock 01362 695486
SOUTH REPPS – S. James: Mrs Betty Taylor 01263 726811
STRATTON STRAWLESS – S.Margaret: Mrs. C. Monk 01603 897821
WESTON LONGVILLE – All Saints: Mrs M. A. Carter 01603 860355
WIVETON – S. Mary: Theo Crowder 01263 710129
WYMONDHAM - S. Mary & S. Thomas: Hayden Charles 01953 603943 hcharles@grandsire.co.uk
Website: www.wymondhambells.org.uk
YAXHAM – S Peter: Mrs A Cheeseman 01362 693214

