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Branch & Association Programme
Next Quarter
Saturday
September 10th
7.00 – 8.30 pm

Saxthorpe,
St Andrew

Branch Practice
All welcome; Saxthorpe’s light bells are a very
interesting experience, come and try them
with plenty of support.

Saturday
September 24th

Hethersett &
Loddon

8 Bell Training Day
To offer help or enrol as a student contact
Dawn Pullan, 01508 550001 or
dingdong.dawn@btinternet.com

Saturday
October 8th
All day

Location and
programme to be
circulated.

Branch Autumn Outing

Saturday 15th –
Sunday 23rd
October

Association Trafalgar Peal Week

Saturday
October 29th
7.30 pm

Wymondham Abbey

Association 10 Bell Practice

Saturday 29th
All day
Sunday 30th
October
4.00 pm

Southern Branch
towers
&
Wymondham Abbey

Saturday: Open Towers in Southern Branch
Sunday: Launch of the Paul Cattermole Fund
followed by refreshments, ringing and Evensong
Details and formal invitation to follow.
All welcome.

Sunday
November 6th
3.00 pm

Carleton Rode
All Saints

Association Songs of Praise
3.00 Service Ringing
3.30 Service
Open ringing and light refreshments afterwards

Saturday
November 12th
Time tba

Hethersett,
St Remigius

Branch AGM
Open ringing followed by Service, tea and
meeting

Saturday
December 10th
Time tba

Norwich,
St George’s Colegate
and/or
All Saints Centre

Branch practice and mince pies

Editorial
Welcome to the autumn edition of Soundbow. We have a shorter than usual edition, no doubt
reflecting the fact that many of you have been outdoors enjoying the summer and not indoors
writing to Soundbow. However we have some excellent tower contributions, and thank you to
those who wrote them.
There is a very full programme of Branch and Association events coming up. The big event will
be on 30th October - the launch at Wymondham of the Paul Cattermole Fund, preceded on
Saturday 29th by Open Towers in the Southern Branch, potentially involving every ringable tower
there. Each tower will be receiving a formal invitation during September. We hope to see you
there for this very special occasion.
Paul was Diocesan Bell Advisor for 30 years, and a major force in bell restoration across the
diocese. There are many Northern Branch parishes where he is remembered with respect and
gratitude. The fund is going to be aimed at helping communities keep their bells in use,
including in towers where there may be few bells or where chiming may be the best or only
solution. A bell cast and dedicated to Paul’s memory is also planned.
Also coming up is the Branch’s AGM, when there is an opportunity to get involved in the running
of the Branch. This year as well as Branch Committee posts, there will be a vacancy for Branch
Secretary (see later item)
Maureen Gardiner& Gill Page, Editors
The Editors are grateful to all who have contributed in any way to this edition of Soundbow. Articles and
letters for publication, news from towers and of ringers, peals and quarter peals for inclusion, and all
other copy may be sent to northernbranch@fastmail.fm please

The Master’s Mutterings
So the summer is nearly done: we hope you have had an enjoyable one. It has been a busy one in
ringing terms, with the last few months seeing practices at Yaxham, Wroxham and Lamas, and
Cromer. We have also had branch quarterly meetings to fit into the schedule. There has been a
good attendance at all of the events we have organised over the summer, and we have been
very pleased by the support we have received from the branch.
But the fun doesn’t stop now that we are moving into autumn! The next few months will see the
usual branch practices (the first of which will be at Saxthorpe), but it will also see a branch
outing, the NDA 8-bell training day, and the NDA 8-bell striking competition. We hope that the
upcoming events will be as well supported and enjoyable as those we have already held, and we
encourage everyone to make an effort to get along to some of them. In particular, November
will see the branch AGM take place, and a good turnout is always much appreciated at the AGM.
We hope to see you all at the next few events.
Richard Turk and Faith Pearce, Branch Ringing Masters

From the Branch Secretary
A reminder that from the November AGM I will be stepping down as secretary, so the post will be
vacant. Please consider if it is something you could/would like to do and let me know if you are
interested. I have been the secretary for four years and have got to know many ringers and been
in the centre of what is going on. Now I need to hand it on to someone else so please think about
it. We need a new secretary!

The Annual report for 2011
Please look in the present Annual report and see if there should be any changes, additions or
deletions. Please check spelling of names and also that tower correspondent, address and phone
number are correct. As last year I will give each tower a copy of their 2010 entry in the report at
the November AGM to be changed if necessary. This will go into the 2011 report.
Gill P.

From the Towers
Erpingham
Established ringers in this neck of the woods will know of the monthly quarter-peal attempt at
this tower, inaugurated over a dozen years ago and organised initially by our onetime Branch
Chairman, the much loved but now sadly deceased, Ray Balls of Cromer. Lawrence Smith of
Aylsham took over Ray's duties following his death, and few, if any, months have passed over the
past decade when Erpingham's bells have not sounded out before Morning Service on the first or
more recently second Sunday.
Whilst successful quarters are always recorded in the tower log-book, several 'lost' but notable
attempts, as one would expect, have failed to find mention. However, the memory of one such
abortive attempt, which took place this past August, may be lodged in the minds of the
participating ringers a little longer than usual. On this occasion, the quarter of Cambridge Minor
so disappointingly fell apart after over a thousand well-struck changes. The bells were called
into rounds, and the inevitable post-mortem took place.
But it was the ensuing 'stop-gap' ringing for which the occasion will be remembered, for the
planned course of Plain Bob Minor hadn't even left the preliminary rounds when an almighty
crash and thunder-like thump from above heralded the departure of number five's clapper from
its mounting. Ringers instinctively ducked as they peered anxiously upwards as if in expectation
of the itinerant bell-part breeching the bell-chamber floor, but the woodwork held and all bells
were safely stood, including the now silent fifth. A subsequent inspection revealed that the
cast-iron clapper had sheared at the top of its shaft, seemingly at the site of a previous weld.
Perhaps the only gratifying feature of this incident is that the quarter-peal would never have
been completed even had the striking error not occurred.
The ringer of the 5 at the time of this mishap, and the one required to take some good-natured
banter, particularly as he had been ringing the treble until this point, was Michael Brooks, a
loyal ringer at Aylsham for some ten years now. Like so many young ringers in their late teens,
Michael leaves us in September to take up studies at Bangor University in North Wales. He will
be sadly missed in ringing circles around Aylsham and we wish him every success in his studies.
It is pleasing to note that Michael has already acquainted himself with the ringing opportunities
in Bangor.
Keith Shaw
Aylsham
In response to a motion passed at St. Michael’s Guild A.G.M. early in the year, Taylors of
Loughborough were invited to inspect and report upon the general condition of the bells and
fittings here at St. Michael’s. An inspection was carried out in June by the firm’s
representative, Andrew Hixon, in company with Peter Trent, the Diocesan Bells Adviser. Whilst
recording no immediate concerns upon the general state of the bells, the ensuing report
contained recommendations for work to be carried out that should make a marked improvement
to the general ‘go’ of this important ring of ten as well as ensure trouble-free ringing at Aylsham
for many years to come. The matter is now under the consideration of Guild members.
Keith Shaw, Guild Secretary

Cromer
A stunning array of flowers was displayed in Cromer Parish Church at the end of July. The
arrangements were beautifully designed by the Ladies of Cromer Flower Club, Bell Ringers and
Friends. 'Around the World' was the theme for this, the first Flower Festival in the Church for
several years. Many arrangements were sponsored by Flower Club Members, local people and
local businesses.
The three day event which included trips up the Tower, Bell Ringing and Handbell Ringing and of
course the usual wonderful array of Cromer homemade cakes and refreshments gave a much
needed boost to Cromers' Bell Fund.
Our grateful thanks must go to all who helped and supported us over the three days; without
them it would not have been possible.
Jill Breeze
Speaking for the Cromer ringers, I should like to say how grateful we are to Jill Breeze for
organising the flower festival and giving those of us who provided the catering and the other
activities endless good advice.
Thanks to support from the ringing community across Norfolk we were able to have a strong
focus on bells and ringing. There was method ringing on handbells on the first day, two days
with groups of handbell tune ringers and a handbell workshop on the last day. Our own ringers
and local friends manned the tower for three days, giving tours and tower bell demonstrations.
The church itself looked wonderful, with 31 flower arrangements gracing an interior that can
look a bit bare. The church is so large that there was plenty of space around the arrangements,
something that many visitors appreciated. A church interior packed with flowers looks great,
but it can get very crowded.
The logistics of organising a three day festival are pretty demanding. We needed a LOT of
volunteers, both to make cakes beforehand (and during, because the visitors ate us out of two
days worth in the first day) and to man the tower, the refreshment stand, the meeting, greeting
and brochure selling, and as stewards. They came forward with great generosity; ringers from
far and near, friends, flower club members and many members of the church. We had a massive
number of visitors – we opened the doors and they flooded in. We sold all the brochures we had
printed in the first morning, and thereafter had continuous printing to keep up. The festival
made around £2,500, a wonderful result and quite possibly worth all the effort............
In the end, as ever, the success of the event was very gratifying, but so also was the experience
of the friendship and support of so many people in making it such a good occasion.
Maureen Gardiner
Holt
The peal, rung in Holt on August 5th was successful, so I thought you might like to know bit
about it.
It was rung by a band of Norwich City FC
members to celebrate the clubs promotion to
the Premiership and was rung in St Andrew's
Holt as a compliment to Grant HOLT's 21 goals
scored in the last season.
The photograph shows the eight ringers
involved

Holt Bell Tower has a smart new 'Spider', not the live sort, but a thing to
hang the ropes on when not in use.
It was dedicated in Church during the Morning Service on Aust 7th. It has
been made for us by Derick Grey, a ringer from South Repps in memory
of Billy West.

Theo Crowder
500 Not Out
On Friday 1st July, Beverley, Derick, Matthew and myself travelled to west Norfolk to meet up
with our friends David and Naomi, currently living in Cambridge, to attempt two or three quarter
peals on some of my favourite bells, hopefully giving me the chance to reach the milestone of
500 quarters as well as having a nice day out.
Our first tower was Walsoken, this lovely church houses a fine ring (13-2-7) by Thomas Osborn
1795, and here we rang a very good quarter of Doubles (St Simons/St Nicholas groups) in 46
minutes with Matthew setting a fine rhythm on the tenor.
We then moved on to Terrington St John where, after a very enjoyable lunch at The Woolpack,
we had the pleasure of another mainly Thomas Osborn ring, these being hung on two levels in
the narrow and very wobbly tower, cast in 1784 with tenor of 10-3-2. This is another very
interesting church, the tower being offset and containing many rooms thought to be priest’s
quarters, with the entrance to the ringing chamber being reached by a short passage outside the
tower. The method chosen here was Grandsire, giving Matthew the chance to ring one of his,
and my, favourite methods and after 42 minutes of excellent striking we had successfully
completed my 500th quarter peal.

Our final venue was Walpole St Andrew. This church contains a mixed collection of bells (15-216) hung on plain bearings. Our attempt to ring St Clements Minor came to grief after 25
minutes due to a variety of reasons: 30 minute search for key, very warm ringing chamber, lack
of oil in bearings, ‘well they sound like good excuses to me’, but this failure did not spoil what
was a very nice and enjoyable day.
I would like to thank Matthew for organising the day, the rest of the band and everybody who
has rang with me during the course of somehow managing to reach this milestone, here’s to the
next 500.
AJL

Band at Terrington – Naomi and David Smith, Andrew Lubbock, Matthew Armstrong,
Beverley Mayne & Derick Grey
Walsoken, 1st July 2011, 1260 Doubles 10 methods: Derick Grey 1, Naomi Smith 2, Beverley
Mayne 3, Andrew Lubbock (C) 4, David Smith 5, Matthew Armstrong 6.
499th Quarter Peal – 4.
Terrington St John, 1st July 2011, 1260 Grandsire Doubles: Beverley Mayne 1, Naomi Smith 2,
David Smith 3, Matthew Armstrong 4, Andrew Lubbock (C) 5, Derick Grey 6.
500th Quarter Peal – 5.

Branch Officers and Committee 2011
Chairman: Michael Clements, 167 Shakespeare Way, Taverham, Norwich, NR8 6TZ
tel: 01603 261761 email: mgclements@tiscali.co.uk
Secretary: Gillian Page, The Perch, Whitwell Road, Sparham, Norwich, NR9 5PW
tel 01362 688379 email: gillpage@f2s.com
Treasurer: Theo Crowder, 75 Cromer Road, Holt NR25 6DY
tel: 01263 710129 email theo.crowder@btinternet.com
Ringing Masters: Faith Pearce 34 Vicarage Road, Norwich, Norfolk, NR3 2HB
tel: 01603 427570 / 07825 335450 email: faithpearce@hotmail.co.uk
Richard Turk, 31 Brightwell Road, Norwich, NR3 3PQ
tel:01603 414892/ 07790 353881 email: the_great_chd@hotmail.com
Committee: Maureen Gardiner, Stephen High, Jon Spreadbury, Roy Wiles.
Representative on the Standing Committee: Stephen High.
Soundbow Editors Gill Page and Maureen Gardiner

Tower contact details – latest information
AYLSHAM - S. Michael & All Angels, Correspondent: Keith Shaw 01263 732462; aylshamtower@supanet.com
Tower website: www.aylshamtower.org.uk
BACTON - S. Andrew, Correspondent: Ian Witham 01692 650530
BUXTON - St. Andrew, Correspondent: Mrs Sue Folland 01603 279402
COLTISHALL – S. John the Baptist, Correspondent: Mrs Audrey P Weston 01603 737269
CROMER - SS Peter & Paul, Correspondent: David Wakely 01263 825885
DRAYTON - S. Margaret, Correspondent: John Rant 01603 747564; bitzasoft@hotmail.com
ERPINGHAM – S. Mary, Correspondent: The Rev. Brian Faulkner; brian-faulkner@lineone.net
FELMINGHAM – S. Andrew, Correspondent: Mrs Helene Smith 01692 404284
GIMINGHAM – All Saints, Correspondent: Mrs Betty Taylor 01263 726811
HETHERSETT – S. Remigius, Correspondent: Roy Wiles 01603 812049
HEVINGHAM – S, Mary V. & S. Botolph, Correspondent: June Clitheroe, june@gatestogrates.co.uk
HEYDON – SS Peter & Paul, Correspondent: E. V. Shipham 01263 587865
HOLT – S. Andrew, Correspondent: Theo Crowder 01263 710129
HONINGHAM – St Andrew, Correspondent: G. E. Smith 01603 880309
HORSHAM S. FAITH – SS Andrew & Mary, Correspondent: Mrs. L Holness 01603 898801; peter@holness.net
INTWOOD – All Saints, Correspondent: Dr M.L. Parker, 01603 811330
KETTERINGHAM – S. Peter, Correspondent: Dr M.L. Parker, 01603 811330
KNAPTON – SS Peter & Paul, Correspondent: A. J. Lubbock 01263 722929
LAMMAS - St Andrew, Correspondent: Don MacKenzie Tel: 01603 279248; donmac2@btinternet.com
LYNG – S.Margaret, Correspondent: Mrs. Shirley Broad 01603 872234
MARSHAM – All Saints, Temporary Correspondent: Keith Shaw 01263 732462
MATTISHALL – All Saints, Tower Captain & Correspondent: Mrs. Iris Coe 01362 858657
NORTH REPPS – S.Mary the Virgin, Correspondent: Mrs. Jill Breeze 01263 579699
NORWICH – All Saints Centre, Correspondent: Richard Turk 01603 250867
NORWICH – S. George, Colegate Correspondent: Ms Barbara Mesney 01603 622138
NORWICH – S. Giles-on-the-Hill, Correspondent: Mrs Naomi Smith 01603 629488
Tower website www.stgilesnorwich.org.uk
NORWICH – S Michael Coslany, Correspondent Alan Spreadbury, sheila.spreadbury1@btinternet.com
NORWICH – S. Peter Mancroft, Correspondent: Richard Turk 01603 250867
PASTON – S. Margaret, Correspondent: Mrs A Digby 01263 720616
REYMERSTON – S. Peter, Correspondent: B. Taylor 01362 850423
Tower website: http://freespace.virgin.net/reymerston.ringers
SALLE – SS. Peter & Paul, Correspondent: Mr. J. Booth, 50 Bircham Rd. Reepham, Norwich. NR10 4NQ
SAXTHORPE – St Andrew, Correspondent: CJR Tyndall, 01263 584103
SCOTTOW – All Saints, Correspondent: The Rev. A R Long, The Vicarage, Worstead, N Walsham NR28 9SE
SHIPDHAM – All Saints, Correspondent: Peter Woodcock 01362 695486
SOUTH REPPS – S. James, Correspondent: Mrs Betty Taylor 01263 726811
STRATTON STRAWLESS – S.Margaret, Correspondent: Mrs. C. Monk 01603 897821
WESTON LONGVILLE – All Saints, Correspondent: Mrs M. A. Carter 01603 860355
WIVETON – S. Mary, Correspondent: Miss Anna Welbourne 01263 740569
WYMONDHAM - S. Mary & S. Thomas, Correspondent: Hayden Charles 01953 603943
hcharles@grandsire.co.uk Website: www.wymondhambells.org.uk
YAXHAM – S Peter, Correspondent Roger Vincent, 01692 405344

