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Branch Programme
th

11 December
4.30 – 6.00 pm

St Giles on the Hill
Norwich

Branch practice, ringing, mince pies and
mulled wine, all welcome.

Christmas and New Year ringing
* Then pealed the bells more loud and deep:
‘God is not dead; nor doth he sleep!
The Wrong shall fail,
The Right prevail,
With peace on earth, good-will to men!’
No practice in January
th

12 February

Felmingham
(provisional)

Branch practice

March 5th
All Day

Based on Hethersett,
Association Training Day
towers throughout the
surrounding area

March 11th

Shipdham (provisional) Quarterly meeting and Quiz

* Longfellow

N.D.A. LEISUREWEAR
To order, Email judith.frostwick@btinternet.com or Tel: 01603 714819
POLO SHIRTS (£10)
Black, Bottle Green, Burgundy, Heather
Grey, Navy, Red, Sunflower & White.

SWEATSHIRTS (£11)
Black, Bottle Green, Burgundy, Deep Navy, Emerald,
Kelly Green, Navy, Purple, Red, Royal Blue & White.

FULL ZIP FLEECES (£20)
Available in Black, Bottle Green, Deep
Navy, Red, Royal Blue & Smoke

HALF ZIP FLEECES (£20)
Available in Black, Bottle Green, Deep Navy, Red,
Royal Blue & Smoke

Sizes S - 35/37”, M – 38/40”, L - 41”, XL – 44/46” 2XL – 47/49”

Editorial
We're coming up to one of the really special times of the year for ringers, and we hope all our
readers are looking forward to some very enjoyable ringing. It's an opportunity to make a
real contribution to people's sense of the season, secular as well as sacred, and to be a link
between the two. So no pressure there! Ringing as a performance is an important part of a
band's responsibilities, so let's show the Diocese what we can do, and very best wishes to all
of you who take part. We have included this time a brief snapshot of Christmas/New Year
ringing, and thanks to those who provided information at short notice. Visitors are generally
welcome, especially if you can let the tower correspondent know you are coming.
The Branch has a new committee with a commitment to tackle some of the anxieties that
have emerged over the last year or so about what the Branch and the Norwich Diocesan
Association can do for its ringers. Whether you take much active advantage of what's on
offer or not, you ought to be aware that we have a real debate under way.
There are around 40 or 50 ringers actively involved one way or the other in Branch and
Association groups and committees, all dedicated to encouraging and supporting ringing as an
enduring activity. Some of the ways this happens go back decades – Branch practices, funds
for work on bells for example. Other initiatives are relatively new, like the Association
Training Day and training sessions run by particular Branches. Some, like the striking
competitions, seem to be drifting to extinction. There are big differences in the levels of
activities of the four Branches. The need to review what the Association as a whole and its
Branches should best do for us feels urgent, and is beginning to be a very hot topic indeed.
Ringing is an activity that has so much going for it, as an exercise and a personal challenge, as
a source of collaboration and companionship, as a service to the community, and for some as
an expression of faith. There is a lot to be gained, even for those with the busiest lives, in
reaching beyond your tower, but it doesn't happen very much. Please at least think about it,
and about what might make it worthwhile for you. We at Soundbow are happy to act as a
collection point for thoughts, and you know how to contact us.
We have only recently heard of the very sad and untimely loss of Alaric Pullan, husband of our
Association Ringing Master Dawn. We send Dawn and her family our heartfelt sympathy, and
our hopes that the community of ringers in which she plays such a valued part will provide
comfort for her.
All of us will be facing challenging times as we go into the New Year, but as ringers we have
the opportunity to express hope in the world. Our very best wishes to you and your families
and friends in 2011.
The Editors
The Editors are grateful to all who have contributed in any way to this edition of Soundbow. Articles and
letters for publication, news from towers and of ringers, peals and quarter peals for inclusion, and all other
copy may be sent to northernbranch@fastmail.fm please

Reader's correspondence
From Andrew Lubbock, Knapton

May I just say how much I enjoyed the recent AGM at Holt, it was great to see such a good
turnout, with an enjoyable Church service, including an excellent sermon by David, followed
by a lovely tea and then an old style meeting. Oh and the ringing was good too.

Andrew

Christmas Ringing Roundup
Holt
Christmas Eve: Ringing at at 11.00 for the Midnight Service at 11.30pm
Christmas Day: Ringing at 9.45am for the 10.30 am Morning Service
Visitors contact Sally Wynne, 01263 740560
New Year's Eve: Assemble for ringing at 11.40 pm
Visitors contact Theo Crowder 01263 710129
No practices on 10th, 17th and 31st December
Buxton and Lammas
16th Dec Lammas Carol Service, ringing 6.30 – 7.00 pm
19th Dec Buxton Carol Service, ringing 6.00 – 6.30 pm
24th Dec Nativity Service at Lammas, ringing 3.30 – 4.00 pm
Visitors welcome at all of these.
Aylsham
Fri. 24th Dec.

1500 to 1545 h. General ringing before Crib Service

Sat. 25th Dec.

0900 to 1000 h. Quarter peal for Christmas

Fri. 31st Dec.

2345 to 0015 h. General ringing to welcome the
New Year [t.b.c.]
Visitors welcome for general ringing
Reymerston
We will be ringing for the Reymerston Carol Service on 11th
December at 3.30 for 4pm service.
We also plan to ring the New Year in as usual.
Visitors are always welcome.

Ketteringham and Intwood
Ringing Christmas Eve, 3.30 for 4.00 pm for the Crib Service.
Visitors will be very welcome

Cromer
19th Dec
Christmas Eve

6.00 pm for the Carol Service at 6.30 pm
3.00 pm for Christingle at 3.30 pm
10.30 pm for the Midnight Service at 11.00 pm
Christmas Day 10.00 am for Morning Service at 10.30 am
New Year’s Eve 11.40 pm to ring the Old Year out and the New Year in
New Year’s Day 5.15 pm after the fireworks
Visitors welcome, but please not before 5.15 pm on New Year's Day

The AGM
The Northern Branch AGM was held on Saturday, 13th November, 2010 at Holt. After some good ringing
at St Andrew’s Holt, the service was taken by the Rector, the Rev. Howard Stoker, the preacher, Canon
David Hoare (an Aylsham ringer) and the organist Howard Rooke (a Holt ringer) followed by a delicious
tea. Many thanks to the ladies and gentleman who organised it.
A new Branch Committee was elected, with a significant changes from last year, and a new departure
in the election of Joint Ringing Masters, Faith Pearce and Richard Turk. (see below for full committee
details). Thanks to all the retiring members for the work they have done.
There was a lively discussion on the future of branch practices and how we can help further the
ringing in the Northern Branch. Readers will remember that this has been charted in Soundbow over
the last year. It was generally felt that the new Ringing Masters should be given a free rein to plan
and implement the Branch Ringing Calendar for 2011.
As the outgoing Branch Chairman, John Mudd, was recovering from an operation and unable to be
present, I’d like to thank Peter Adcock, President of the NDA, for chairing the meeting until Michael
Clements was elected as our new Branch Chairman.
Gill Page (Branch Secretary)

Branch Officers and Committee 2010
Chairman: Mike Clements, 167 Shakespeare Way, Taverham, NorwichNR8 6TZ
tel: 01603 261761 email: mgclements@tiscali.co.uk
Secretary: Gillian Page The Perch, Whitwell Road, Sparham, Norwich. NR9 5PW
tel 01362 688379 email: gillpage@f2s.com
Treasurer: Theo Crowder, 75 Cromer Road, Holt NR25 6DY
tel: 01263 710129 email theo.crowder@btinternet.com
Ringing Masters: Faith Pearce 34 Vicarage Road, Norwich, Norfolk, NR3 2HB
tel: 01603 427570 / 07825 335450 email: faithpearce@hotmail.co.uk
Richard Turk, 31 Brightwell Road, Norwich, NR3 3PQ.
Tel:01603 414892/ 07790 353881 email: the_great_chd@hotmail.com
Committee: Maureen Gardiner, Stephen High, Jon Spreadbury, Roy Wiles.
Representative on the Standing Committee: Stephen High.
Soundbow Editors Gill Page and Maureen Gardiner

From the Towers
Matthew's Winter Outing
Saturday 27th November saw several intrepid ringers from the North Norfolk area set off in freezing
wintry conditions to embark on Matthew’s Winter Outing.
Our first Tower was the delightful light six at South Walsham. These are a mixed bag from four
different foundries, with a Tenor cast by Richard Brayser c1450. These bells were augmented by the
addition of a treble in 2002, the ‘Aubrey’ bell cast by Whitechapel to mark Aubrey Forster’s
retirement as Association Technical Advisor after 21 years service. We were delighted that Aubrey
could join us at this Tower as we rang some well struck call changes with some of our newer recruits,
whilst the slightly more experienced produced some fine Grandsire & Stedman Doubles and a course of
Norwich to finish off our time here.
Next we travelled to the heavy five at Ludham, tenor 18-0-19 by John Brend II. These proved tricky to
say the least, the freezing temperature causing the front four, still on plain bearings, to be nearly
impossible to keep on the balance. Nevertheless we did manage some call changes, Plain Bob Minimus
and a plain course or two of Grandsire on these challenging bells. Thankfully we only had to cross the
road for a well earned lunch in the Kings Arms. This proved a very enjoyable couple of hours with the
food being of a very high quality, much recommended.

Fed and watered, we then made our way the short distance to Martham, where the fine Six are rung
from a wonderful new Gallery which incorporates a kitchen and meeting room on two levels below the
gallery itself. The bells here are another mixed bag, tenor 12 ½ cwt by Brayser, and the sound very
clear within the tower. Some very reasonable ringing was achieved here ranging from call changes to
a varied mix of Doubles methods.
Our final destination was the glorious sounding heavy five at Hickling. Two 15th century bells still
remain in the ring including the tenor 20 ½ cwt by Richard Baxter c1400. Thankfully these bells are
hung on ball bearings making them a good deal easier to ring than Ludham. Our newer ringers were
amazed at the amount of tower movement taking place when the bells are ringing. They were put to
good use with some well struck call changes, plain courses of Bob Minimus and Reverse Canterbury
Doubles.
Thank you to Matthew for making all the arrangements, to all the tower representatives who turned
out on such a cold day to meet us and to the ringers for making a hugely enjoyable day out.
Andrew Lubbock

Drayton outing
Bernie Wells arranged a ringing trip to York
for the Drayton band and friends in October.
We rang at Huntington Church on the
outskirts of York on the Friday evening, then
on Saturday at St Lawrence and St Wilfred,
followed by a visit to the Minster where we
were given a tour of both towers.
We stood inside Great Peter and on a gantry
that went over the top of all the other bells
while they rang for a wedding below. A few
of the Drayton ringers got to join in the
ringing for the wedding. Next was a march
through Boothgate down to St Olave's
followed by a lovely relaxed ring in the
Spurriegate Church.
An awesome weekend. Bernie had done a wonderful job of the arranging and organising the trip,
from the hotel, which was clean and comfortable as well as being reasonably priced, to the highlight
of the event, standing under Great Peter when the steeple keeper let the 2.5 tonne clapper fall
against the soundbow; everything was perfect and so enjoyable.
Alyson Booth

Aylsham
Apart from the special Christmas ringing (see earlier in Christmas roundup) there will be quarter peal
attempts before the Morning Services on Sunday December 12th and Sunday January 24th at Erpingham,
a tradition that goes back to the re-hanging of these bells.
All ringers are most welcome to join our local band for any of our general ringing sessions. Quarterpeal and Wedding ringing is by invitation, but competent ringers are always being sought for these
events and should inform the Secretary if they would like to be involved.
There’s a busy time ahead in our tower. The usual seasonal call for bells over the Christmas period will
keep St. Michael’s ringers busy, doubtless not only in Aylsham but also in neighbouring towers where,
with no resident band, the bells are less frequently heard. The extra Christmas ringing aside, I should
draw your attention to a full peal in our tower on Saturday, 8th January starting at 10.00 hrs. A band
of ten experienced ringers from throughout the land will converge on Aylsham on that day to attempt
the first of the two full peals we allow at St. Michael’s each year.

Congratulations are due to a group of our own ringers who scored a quarter peal on 21 st October to
mark Nelson’s victory at Trafalgar. Following this event, the ringers met colleagues not involved
together with friends and spouses to enjoy the annual Guild Dinner, held this year at the Black Boys
Hotel. Needless to say, there was plenty to talk about, the victuals were excellent, and a good time
was enjoyed by all.
It’s pleasing to record that Lawrence Smith added to his tally of peals on 24 th October when he found
himself the member of a band ringing a full peal of Double Norwich Court Bob Major at St. Giles
church in Lincoln. This was one of four peals taking place in that city on the same day. Well done
Lawrence. Well done, too, to the ringers who were successful with last month’s quarter peal of
Cambridge Surprise Minor at Erpingham.
Finally, will Guild Members please note that our Annual General Meeting has been arranged for
Monday, 24th January, 2011, commencing at 1900h. The agenda will shortly be posted on the ringing
chamber notice board and sent by email to members with addresses. It will be held at Spa Croft, as
usual, and our hostess has promised a goodly cut of Committee Cake to all attendees. See you there!
Trafalgar Day 21st October : 1344 Plain Bob Triples: Treble Theo Crowder, 2 John Mudd, 3 Beverley Mayne
4 Danny Phillips, 5 Maureen Gardiner, 6 David Hoare, 7 Lawrence Smith (C), Tenor Michael Brooks.

Keith Shaw Tower Secretary

Erpingham
The re-established band at Erpingham is making progress, with valued support from ringers from other
towers. Visitors are especially welcome at practices just now as the band progresses to plain hunting.
Practices are at 7.30 on a Tuesday, but please check beforehand.
Following a long established tradition a quarter peal organised by Aylsham ringers was attempted
before the Morning Service on 14th November, and to everyone's delight, successfully achieved. This
quarter was rung to remember Ray Balls, a good ringer and a good friend of ringing in Norfolk who
died 10 years ago in November 2000. It was Cambridge, a method which Ray enjoyed and which he
conducted on many occasions.
We have the impression that the sun always shines on these
'Erpingham Sundays'. This time was no exception, although
being November, we saw it first through early mist. A most
beautiful setting.
Sunday November 14th 1320 Cambridge Surprise Minor.
Theo Crowder 1, Beverley Mayne 2, Maureen Gardiner 3,
David Hoare 4, Danny Phillips 5, Lawrence Smith (C) 6. Rung in
affectionate memory of Ray Balls late of Northrepps.

Cromer
Cromer ringers turned out in force on 23rd October for a morning of tower maintenance.
A sizeable list of tasks had built up, ranging from renewing the
leather baldricks on the clappers on three bells to refixing the
door frame to the wall on one of the exits on to the nave roof
from the Ringing Room. Other tasks included hanging some
wonderful photos of Cromer fishermen we had found among a
decaying collection of handbell music, and fitting curtains to the
south and west windows.
The band, including our newest recruits Debbie and Mike put in
three very solid hours of hard work, energised by much
enthusiasm and humour, Dundee cake and hot drinks.

In the Ringing Room the windows team laboured
mightily (picture above), and everyone else kept
extremely busy on the host of other tasks.
Above in the Belfry the clapper team powered by Tony
(picture left) steamed through the work at an amazing
rate. The bells handle so much better now that the
clappers don't slide as they hit the soundbows.
The results: some very tired people and.........the gale
no longer whistles through the loose door and the
winter sun doesn't dazzle the unfortunate tenor and
treble ringers. The west window is still to be curtained
but won't be a problem until the sun is higher in the sky.
One of the churchwardens who dropped in to the Ringing Room to see us said 'This is a really nice
room, isn't it?' All in all we've made a big difference, so a good day!
Maureen Gardiner

St Giles on the Hill, Norwich
November the 17th 2010 marked the anniversaries of two important events in Norwich.
The first was 250 years ago in the Ringing Chamber at St Giles. A peal of Imperial the 3rd Bob Major
had been rung when John Webster, who was ringing the 6th, dropped dead. The event is
commemorated in a memorial tablet in the ringing chamber (See on the left below)
The second event was the first peal of London Surprise Major 175 years ago. This is also
commemorated at St.Giles but was rung at St Andrews. Rung on November 17th 1835, it represented
the most complex ringing achieved at that time. What is even more amazing is that they chose to ring
such a complex method on an irregular rope circle! The peal was composed by William Shipway and
called by Norfolk’s most famous conductor, Samuel Thurston. The peal board can be seen in St.Giles'
Ringing Chamber (See on the right below).


Near to this Place JOHN WEBSTER fell
Belov'd by all who knew him well;
The moft Ingenious noted Ringer.
St Giles's fixth Bell round did bring Her.
He clof'd the Peal ftruck well his Bell,
Ceafing the fame down Dead He fell.
November the 17th, 1760
In the 63rd, Year of his Age


Also at St Andrews on Novr 17th 1835
was rung 5208 changes of London
Surprise; the most difficult system in the
Art of Campanologia. The bold and
regular striking of both peals must ever
reflect great credit on the company.
They were conducted by S THURSTON
and are the first peals ever rung in the
above variations

A peal of London, in the same composition, was successfully rung to commemorate these anniversaries
and to remember also those famous advocates of the method - James Washbrook, William Pye, Peter
Border and Stephen Ivin:
St Giles Norwich, 17th November 2010
in a time of 3hrs 3min; tenor 14 cwt:
5280 London Surprise Major
Composed by William Shipway
1 Patricia M. Hitchin
2 Faith J. Pearce
3 David C. Brown (conductor)
4 Stephen J. Day
5 Ben Trent
6 Simon A. Rudd
7 Mark Regan
8 Alan Regin

The Peal Band 2010
Steve Day

Other Quarters and Peals
Norwich,St George, Colegate
Saturday, 4 December: 1260 Stedman Doubles 1 Faith Pearce (c), 2 Jon Spreadbury, 3 Dawn Pullan, 4 Steve Day,
5 Richard Turk, 6 Barbara Mesney. Rung half muffled to celebrate the life of Alaric Pullan, a great friend and
loyal member of the Colegate Society.
Hevingham, St Mary the Virgin and St Botolph
Saturday, 13 November: 1260 Grandsire Doubles 1 Shannonmarie Watson, 2 Jon Spreadbury 3 Faith Pearce(C)
4 Richard Turk, 5 Steve Day.
Norwich, St. Giles-on-the-Hill,
Saturday, 27 November: 1260 Grandsire Doubles rung on the back six. 1 Sheila Spreadbury, 2 Alan Spreadbury
3 Ben Trent(C), 4 Barbara Mesney, 5 Carl Wilby, 6Joe Dillon. Rung for the Colegate Dinner Day 75th Quarter for 5.
Drayton, St. Margaret
Saturday, 27 November: 1296 Cambridge Surprise Minor 1 David Pearce, 2 David Cubitt, 3 Maureen Cubitt
4 Alan Spreadbury, 5 Ben Trent, 6 Faith Pearce (C). Rung for the Colegate Dinner Day
Norwich, St Peter Mancroft
Saturday, 20 November in 3h 36: 5039 Grandsire Caters, composed: Thomas Hooley.
1 Janet House
2 Maureen P. Cubitt
3 Thomas R. Roast
4 David Cubitt
5 Timothy Jackson
6 Richard J. Turk
7 Martin L. Howe
8 Simon A. Rudd
9 Richard P. J. Carter (c)
10 Peter J. Trent
Rung to mark the 80th birthdays of Bert Woolven and Eric Hitchins.
Norwich, St. George Colegate
Saturday, 27 November in 2 hours 26 mins: 5040 7 Surprise Minor,
an extent each of London, Ipswich, Norwich, Beverley, Bourne,
Surfleet and Cambridge
1 David Cubitt
2 Catherine Sturgess
3 Jon Spreadbury
4 Faith Pearce
5 Richard A. Turk (C)
6 Steve Day
Rung for the Colegate Dinner Day. This was the 150th peal on the
bells, and the first as conductor for the 5.

The Band – L to R, 1,3,2,4,5,6

A Bell
by Clinton Scollard
Had I the power
To cast a bell that should from some grand tower,
At the first Christmas hour,
Outring,
And fling
A jubilant message wide,
The forgëd metals should be thus allied:No iron Pride,
But soft Humility, and rich-veined Hope
Cleft from a sunny slope;
And there should be
White Charity,
And silvery Love, that knows not Doubt nor Fear,
To make the peal more clear;
And then to firmly fix the fine alloy,
There should be Joy.

Tower contact details – latest information
Please send updates and changes to northernbranch@fastmail.fm

AYLSHAM - S. Michael & All Angels, Correspondent: Keith Shaw 01263 732462; aylshamtower@supanet.com
Tower website: www.aylshamtower.org.uk
BACTON - S. Andrew, Correspondent: Ian Witham 01692 650530
BUXTON - St. Andrew, Correspondent: Mrs Sue Folland 01603 279402
COLTISHALL – S. John the Baptist, Correspondent: Mrs Audrey P Weston 01603 737269
COSTESSEY – St Edmund, Correspondent: D J Payne, 22 Highlands, Old Costessey, Norwich NR8 5EA 01603 743202
CROMER - SS Peter & Paul, Correspondent: David Wakely 01263 825885
DRAYTON - S. Margaret, Correspondent: John Rant 01603 747564; bitzasoft@hotmail.com
ERPINGHAM – S. Mary, Correspondent: The Rev. Brian Faulkner; brian-faulkner@lineone.net
FELMINGHAM – S. Andrew, Correspondent: Mrs Helene Smith 01692 404284
GIMINGHAM – All Saints, Correspondent: Mrs Betty Taylor, 01263 834424
HETHERSETT – S. Remigius, Correspondent: Roy Wiles 01603 812049
HEVINGHAM – S, Mary the Virgin & S. Botolph, Correspondent: Michael Delph, Park Farm Cromer Road,
Hevingham Norwich. NR10 5LY 01603 754427
HEYDON – SS Peter & Paul, Correspondent: E. V. Shipham 01263 587865
HOLT – S. Andrew, Correspondent: Theo Crowder 01263 710129
HONINGHAM – St Andrew, Correspondent: G. E. Smith 01603 880309
HORSHAM S. FAITH – SS Andrew & Mary, Correspondent: Mrs. L Holness 01603 898801; peter@holness.net
INTWOOD – All Saints, Correspondent: Dr M.L. Parker, 01603 811330
KETTERINGHAM – S. Peter, Correspondent: Dr M.L. Parker, 01603 811330
KNAPTON – SS Peter & Paul, Correspondent: A. J. Lubbock 01263 722929
LAMMAS - St Andrew, Correspondent: Don MacKenzie Tel: 01603 279248; donmac2@btinternet.com
LYNG – S.Margaret, Correspondent: Mrs. Shirley Broad 01603 872234
MARSHAM – All Saints, Temporary Correspondent: Keith Shaw 01263 732462
MATTISHALL – All Saints, Tower Captain & Correspondent: Mrs. Iris Coe 01362 858657
NORTH REPPS – S.Mary the Virgin, Correspondent: Mrs. Jill Breeze 01263 579699
NORWICH – All Saints Centre, Correspondent: Richard Turk 01603 250867
NORWICH – S. George, Colegate Correspondent: Ms Barbara Mesney 01603 622138
NORWICH – S. Giles-on-the-Hill, Correspondent: Joseph Dillon 01603 699964
NORWICH – S Michael Coslany, Correspondent Alan Spreadbury, sheila.spreadbury1@btinternet.com
NORWICH – S. Peter Mancroft, Correspondent: Richard Turk 01603 250867
PASTON – S. Margaret, Correspondent: Mrs A Digby 01263 720616
REYMERSTON – S. Peter, Correspondent: B. Taylor 01362 850423
Tower website: http://freespace.virgin.net/reymerston.ringers
SALLE – SS. Peter & Paul, Correspondent: Mr. J. Booth, 50 Bircham Rd. Reepham, Norwich. NR10 4NQ
SAXTHORPE – St Andrew, Correspondent: CJR Tyndall, 01263 584103
SCOTTOW – All Saints, Correspondent: The Rev. A R Long, The Vicarage, Worstead, N Walsham NR28 9SE
SHIPDHAM – All Saints, Correspondent: Peter Woodcock 01362 695486
SOUTH REPPS – S. James, Correspondent: Mrs Betty Taylor, 01263 834424
STRATTON STRAWLESS – S.Margaret, Correspondent: Mrs. C. Monk 01603 897821
WESTON LONGVILLE – All Saints, Correspondent: Mrs M. A. Carter 01603 860355
WIVETON – S. Mary, Correspondent: Miss Anna Welbourne 01263 740569
WYMONDHAM - S. Mary & S. Thomas, Correspondent: Hayden Charles 01953 603943 hcharles@grandsire.co.uk
Website: www.wymondhambells.org.uk
YAXHAM – S Peter, Correspondent Mrs Annette Cheeseman Tel. 01362 693214

