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Branch and Association Programme
Saturday
17th April
7.30 – 9.00 pm

Norwich,
St Giles
(8 bells)

Saturday
1st May
Afternoon and
evening

Blofield (8 bells) Association AGM. See details below
South Walsham
(6 bells)
Acle (6 bells)
Great Yarmouth
(12 bells)

Saturday
29th May
7.30 -9.00 pm

Aylsham

Association 10 bell practice

Monday
31st May

Spring Outing

To be announced

Saturday
5th June

Griston

5 bell Plate striking competition

Cromer
Saturday 12th
June 7.30 – 9.00

General Practice, all welcome

Branch meeting and practice

Other events
22nd May 3.30 pm Hethersett

Rededication of the bells

Northrepps

Rededication of the bells

2 May
nd

Association AGM
Saturday 1st may
programme
Afternoon ringing
Blofield
12.30 -1.30pm
South Walsham 1.15 – 2.15pm
service
Acle
2.00 – 3.00pm
tea
Great Yarmouth 3.00 – 4.10pm
meeting
evening ringing To finish at 9.00 pm

4.15 – 5.00pm
5.00 – 6.00pm
6.00 pm

Ploughman's lunches at Blofield 12.00 – 1.30 pm
Bookings for lunch and tea to Bel Rivers by Wednesday 28th April
isabel.rivers1@btinternet.com or telephone 01502 581737

Editorial
We are very sorry to report the resignation of Richard Turk as our Branch Ringing Master.
Richard has achieved a lot for ringing in the Branch in nearly three years and we shall miss
him. His practices have helped many ringers gain confidence to try new things in the
welcoming environment he created. He has also begun a process of innovation in practices.
The questionnaire he sent out last year has led to plans for new arrangements focusing on
the key methods to help people step up to new levels in their ringing. Last year he organised
two great outings that were very well supported and successful, and had hoped to do the
same this year. His successor will have a good base in the work Richard has done, and ringers
in the Branch will remember his term of office as a very positive time.
The Branch Committee has launched some new plans for organising practices. Since this is
something that potentially concerns all of us, we devote an article later in this edition to the
developing debate for those who didn't get to the Branch meeting in March.
The Association Training Day took place on 6th March, and the Northern Branch was well
represented among Group Leaders, helpers and students. We asked for feedback from those
who attended – and were very pleasantly surprised by an original contribution. See page 4.
The Association AGM takes place next month. Last year, hosted by the Northern Branch, it
was at Buxton, where all the ringers and others involved put on a splendid day. Knowing the
amount of commitment that goes into it, we are sure it will be very enjoyable, both for the
very interesting range of ringing opportunities and for the chance to get together with other
ringers. This year is an especially significant meeting because proposals for some important
changes to the constitution of the Association will be presented. So on every count, do go if
you can.
There is plenty of ringing going on in the next three months, and we hope many of you will
get to some of these events. Thinking back to our own first ventures beyond our home
towers, it can be a bit daunting in prospect (but not in practice, always a friendly welcome).
Tower captains might think about encouraging a group from your tower to go? Good for the
Branch, and for individual ringers.
And finally we note two very special occasions – the rededication of the bells at Hethersett
and Northrepps both in May. A great achievement for both towers, many congratulations to
all involved!
Gill Page and Maureen Gardiner
Editors
The Editors are grateful to all who have contributed in any way to this edition of Soundbow.
Articles and letters for publication, news from towers and of ringers, peals and quarter peals for inclusion,
and all other copy may be sent to northernbranch@fastmail.fm or posted to Gill Page.

Poppyland Flower Festival
Northrepps Church
Saturday - Monday 1st to 3rd May

10.00 – 4.00 Saturday and Monday, 12.00 – 4.00 Sunday
Refreshments, raffle and quiz
Proceeds to the Northrepps Church Toilet Fund

Chairman's Chat, or Mudd's Musings
We were sorry to receive Richard’s notice of resignation as Master of the Northern Branch of
NDA. He has given much of his time and energy over the past three years to the development
of ringing in the Area and we hope that his good works will be continued by his replacement.
To that end we are now looking for a new master who hopefully will have the capability and
commitment to encourage novice ringers and those wishing to progress. The job specification
is quite short - a capable ringer with excellent IT and communication skills rather than the
ability to ring Spliced Surprise Maximus !
It is the ability to further Branch Progress and co-operation which your Committee wishes to
foster in the light of the proposals by Stephen High. This subject has been under review by
your Committee since last summer and is supported by them. The intention is to set up
clusters of Branches prepared to help each other achieve progress not to break up the
existing Branch. Your comments and views will be welcomed over the next few months prior
to the next AGM.
John Mudd

The future of Branch practices
The story so far

Regular readers of Soundbow will remember a correspondence last summer about low attendances at
Branch practices.
This sparked a discussion at the September Branch meeting. Was the problem that newer ringers were
also those with most outside commitments, including other ringing commitments? Is there a problem
for working people in managing Saturday practices? Are the practice times a disincentive? Everyone
agreed that encouraging newcomers to ringing was really important. Interesting ideas came up, such
as arranging an invited band to ring a quarter beforehand and stay to strengthen the practice. What
was clear was that there was broad agreement that practice numbers were low, and there was a real
need to find ways of encouraging more people to attend.
The Branch Ringing Master, Richard Turk, took the issue very seriously and in his plans for 2010,
presented at the AGM in November, decided to try a mix of quarterly traditional practices, and special
practices in between, each concentrating on a particular topic. The topics were chosen on the
responses to the questionnaire he had sent out earlier in the year, so he had some confidence that
these were things people wanted to tackle in a practice.
Also at the AGM a new Branch Committee was elected and at its first meeting it received a proposal
from Stephen High, one of the new Committee members. The essence of his proposals, taken from his
letter to Committee colleagues is set out below:
The time has now come (I believe) to have a in-depth review as to the mechanics of the northern
branch (not the N.D.A.) the role it plays in keeping all ringers together, the encouragement of
recruits, learners and beginners and the ways and means of doing so in these modern times
To kick start a debate may I suggest the following as an attempt to bring people together with
a sense of purpose
1. The Northern branch be divided into three divisions, The Northern division Coltishall and all
those towers north of there. The Southern division Lyng and all those towers south of there
and the Norwich division, all towers within a 4-mile radius of the city centre.)
2. The 3 quarterly meetings are held on a rolling sequence by each division with the A.G.M. held
in the same rolling manner.
3. Each division to have 2 members of the branch committee within it to encourage local clusters
of ringers to meet and get to know each other better (at least they would have a chance
within a smaller area). Through quarter peals, fit for purpose practices, method evenings or
simply invite your neighbouring tower to your practice.

May I suggest that as well as any other ideas (if approved) they all be given a trial period of say 2
years and be part of the agenda at the forthcoming 2 quarterly meetings and form a basis of debate
among members with a decision to be made at the AGM. 2010
I hope you all share my concern for the future of our branch if we do not try we do not know how
well we can all blossom!
The Committee agreed to take these ideas forward, and they were presented to the Branch meeting in
March, where there was a discussion about them.
We publish them now in Soundbow to bring the issues and the various ideas to the wider audience of
ringers in the Branch. Both Richard Turk in his restructuring of practices and Stephen High in bringing
forward these proposals have made significant contributions to trying to find a way of making Branch
practices more valuable to us, and therefore better attended.
Please do think about this, talk to other ringers about it and decide what you would like. There
will be final proposals coming to the Branch AGM towards the end of the year and this is a once in
a decade chance to really work out what we need!
Ideas to any Committee member or via Soundbow
And now for something completely different........

Association Training Day
CAMBRIDGE SURPRISES
Cambridge – city of colleges
Spires, river, punts, bridges to cross.
Delightful, exhausting, fulfilling.
Shipdham, Reymerston – towers supreme.
Mugsy, helpers, students, keen to start.
“Look to; treble’s going; she’s away!”
Cambridge – revisited.
Once a city, soon a Minor Surprise.
Places up, backwork, places down.
Yaxham Mill – food and drink a-plenty.
A great replenish for the ring ahead.
Bell-free chat, topics wide and varied.
Hethersett – the call to eat again!
Amazing cakes to follow savoury snacks.
Thanks to all in kitchen and in tower.
Our Cambridge – method now absorbed.
Bridges crossed, refinement needed.
Exhausted, fulfilled, we’re ringing on!
Betty Taylor
on behalf of a lovely group
and a memorable day.

From the Towers
Hevingham
Soundbow recorded last year the death of John Barber a ringer for many years at
Buxton and Hevingham and latterly churchwarden at Hevingham. A memorial
service has now been held, on Sunday March 28th 2010 at Hevingham, attended by
family, many friends and fellow parishioners.
The bells were rung for him before and after the service by a band organised by
Gill Page, who like John, learnt to ring at Buxton.
Aylsham
Routine maintenance amongst the bells and at the other higher levels in our tower is normally a
summer activity when the longer daylight hours, higher temperatures and clear skies make excursions
into the bell chamber and beyond always tolerable and often a pleasure. Unscheduled visits to these
upper reaches out of season, when the north winds whistle through the wooden louvres, snow-filled
skies permit but little natural light, and the winter’s cold gnaws at working fingers, are planned with
less enthusiasm however. One such visit was undertaken of necessity recently when a wayward
leather gaiter was seen to be bobbing up and down on top of the sally of bell No.7, some forty or so
feet below its prescribed position. Of course, these leather tubes are meant to encircle the bell-rope
at the point at which it passes through the rim of the wheel, to preserve the rope from excessive wear
– a matter of some concern with new ropes costing around £150 each.
To address the problem, before a Tuesday evening practice, three of us donned hard hats and fitted
‘head’ lights, braced ourselves for the biting cold, and ascended into the darkness, first of the clockroom, and then beyond into the bell-chamber. After much hauling on slack ropes and grovelling in
dark, spider-infested corners (goodness knows how these whoppers survive the winter up there!), the
itinerant gaiter was re-located in its appointed place at the circumference of the wheel. It was at this
point that our steeple-keeper displayed a hitherto unknown talent, for he produced a sewing-needle
and a stout piece of thread and proceeded to stitch the thick leather gaiter to the keflon-rich rope –
no mean feat, and especially in that freezing temperature.
So – bell No.7 now has its rope protection firmly fixed in place – I imagine for many years ahead. But
the sting comes in the tail to this little story, for I quickly scanned my lamp over the other nine gaiters
before the descent. At least half of them had crept from their moorings! It looks like another and
much longer session of stitching for the steeple keeper, but I guess we can wait for a kinder spell of
weather before we join the spiders once again.

Keith Shaw
Reymerston
5 February

1320 Woodbine Delight Minor Arr. W D Wills with the maximum of roll-ups.

1 Peter Adcock, 2 Michael G Clements, 3 Janet House, 4 Keith Tinsley, 5 Stephen F High ©, 6 Martin L
Howe. Warning - practising this method can seriously damage your health. Rung on the 5th anniversary of the
conductor giving up the evil weed!

Coltishall
News from the Bell Tower
Hello again to all our ringers far and near. First of all I must say sorry not to have been here to do the
March write up for the Marlpit, but as you have probably guessed we have been away. When we left
the temperature was below freezing and we promised to bring back some sunshine, and as we visited
our youngest son and family in Australia, we were able to do just that. We had a few days of blue
skies when we arrived home, and after the terrible February you all had it was very welcome.
We must say a very big thank you to Steve Cockbill, Chris.Hill and Dennis Moore for keeping the
Monday night practices going for us, it was greatly appreciated to be able to leave everything in such
very capable hands.

On Saturday 13th March the Northern Branch Quarterly Meeting was held this year at St.John's. There
was a ringing practice from 4 p.m. to 5.30 p.m. If you were listening in the village, some great
methods were rung, such as Oxford Treble Bob, Cambridge, Steadman, Bob Doubles, Grandsire, Bob
Minor etc., It is always very satisfying to have such experienced ringers meet up together and make is
possible to ring these great methods that we very seldom hear. There were seventeen members in
all who attended , then we were off to The Red Lion for tea and the meeting. New members names
were put forward by Steve and seconded by Tony, these were all Buxton ringers and Steve is now the
Tower Captain at Buxton.
Many ideas were discussed, but the main one seemed to be to try and arrange extra ringing practices
for people who know exactly what they want to learn, but have trouble in putting it into practice, so
then a co-ordinator will organise a group of experienced members to make this possible . It is a great
idea, and hopefully will help ringers to progress further who feel that they have perhaps come to a
stand still at the moment. There will be more specific details of this in the next issue of Soundbow
for those of you who may be interested.
There are in fact 150 members of the Northern Branch, and this could be one idea of getting more
ringers meeting up together to help one another and the end result could be more members keen to
attend the Quarterly Meetings, let us hope so anyway.
Audrey Weston (Sec.)
Holt
Holt has a new Tower Captain, Howard Rooke. We wish him a long and happy reign.
I announced that I was standing down for the umpteenth time and finally the others got the message.
It is a very nice experience, to be able to turn up to a practise and just enjoy it instead of having to
work out what every one wants. Things are going really well and people are trying things that they
never tried before as Howard has put an entirely new look to things.
January 23rd 1344 Plain Bob Major: 1. Lorraine Marks, 2. Andrew Lubbock, 3. Theo Crowder, 4. Keith
Shaw, 5. Lawrence Smith, 6. Daniel Phillips, 7. Derek Grey, 8. David Hoare(C). Rung to celebrate the
Diamond Wedding of James and Mary Slator, and the Golden Wedding of Robin and Kim Combe. Robin
is a member of the Holt band.
Theo Crowder
Cromer
Sadly, two of our ringers have lost close relatives in the last quarter. David Leeder's mother and Tony
West's grandfather, both in their 90's died in March, much missed by family and friends. They both
shared a hobby, with their spouses of ballroom dancing, Tony's grandfather continuing up to a short
time before his death at 98. David's mother had been an active member of the church community in
Cromer for many years, including 40 years as Treasurer of the Mother's Union.
23rd March 1300 Plain Bob Doubles, 1. Richard Houlston, 2. David Wakely, 3. Alan Syder, 4. David
Leeder, 5. Maureen Gardiner (C), 6. Tony West. Rung open, on the evening following his funeral, to
celebrate the life of Leslie Lewis Burton West, grandfather of the tenor ringer. First quarter on a
working bell, 1

Branch Officers and Committee
Chairman: John Mudd 6 Catton Court, St Faith’s Road, Old Catton, Norwich NR6 7AJ
tel 01603 426979 email: THP@care4free.net
Secretary: Gillian Page The Perch, Whitwell Road, Sparham, Norwich. NR9 5PW
tel 01362 688379 email: gillpage@f2s.com
Treasurer: Naomi Smith 61 Edinburgh Road, Norwich, NR2 3RL, 01603 629488,
email: davidandnaomi@talktalk.net
Ringing Master: Vacant
Committee: Mike Clements, Theo Crowder, Phil Dentten, Stephen High, Tony Weston, Roy Wiles

Tower contact details – latest information
Please send updates and changes to northernbranch@fastmail.fm
AYLSHAM - S. Michael & All Angels, Correspondent: Keith Shaw 01263 732462; aylshamtower@supanet.com
Tower website: www.aylshamtower.org.uk
BACTON - S. Andrew, Correspondent: Ian Witham 01692 650530
BUXTON - St. Andrew, Correspondent: Mrs Sue Folland 01603 279402
COLTISHALL – S. John the Baptist, Correspondent: Mrs Audrey P Weston 01603 737269
CROMER - SS Peter & Paul, Correspondent: David Wakely 01263 825885
DRAYTON - S. Margaret, Correspondent: John Rant 01603 747564; bitzasoft@hotmail.com
ERPINGHAM – S. Mary, Correspondent: The Rev. Brian Faulkner; brian-faulkner@lineone.net
FELMINGHAM – S. Andrew, Correspondent: Mrs Helene Smith 01692 404284
GIMINGHAM – All Saints, Correspondent: Mrs Betty Taylor, 01263 834424
HETHERSETT – S. Remigius, Correspondent: Roy Wiles 01603 812049
HEVINGHAM – S, Mary V. & S. Botolph, Correspondent: Michael Delph, Park Farm Cromer Road,
Hevingham Norwich. NR10 5LY 01603 754427
HEYDON – SS Peter & Paul, Correspondent: E. V. Shipham 01263 587865
HOLT – S. Andrew, Correspondent: Theo Crowder 01263 710129
HONINGHAM – St Andrew, Correspondent: G. E. Smith 01603 880309
HORSHAM S. FAITH – SS Andrew & Mary, Correspondent: Mrs. L Holness 01603 898801; peter@holness.net
INTWOOD – All Saints, Correspondent: Dr M.L. Parker, 01603 811330
KETTERINGHAM – S. Peter, Correspondent: Dr M.L. Parker, 01603 811330
KNAPTON – SS Peter & Paul, Correspondent: A. J. Lubbock 01263 722929
LAMMAS - St Andrew, Correspondent: Don MacKenzie Tel: 01603 279248; donmac2@btinternet.com
LYNG – S.Margaret, Correspondent: Mrs. Shirley Broad 01603 872234
MARSHAM – All Saints, Temporary Correspondent: Keith Shaw 01263 732462
MATTISHALL – All Saints, Tower Captain & Correspondent: Mrs. Iris Coe 01362 858657
NORTH REPPS – S.Mary the Virgin, Correspondent: Mrs. Jill Breeze 01263 579699
NORWICH – All Saints Centre, Correspondent: Richard Turk 01603 250867
NORWICH – S. George, Colegate Correspondent: Ms Barbara Mesney 01603 622138
NORWICH – S. Giles-on-the-Hill, Correspondent: Mrs Naomi Smith 01603 629488
Tower website www.stgilesnorwich.org.uk
NORWICH – S Michael Coslany, Correspondent Alan Spreadbury, sheila.spreadbury1@btinternet.com
NORWICH – S. Peter Mancroft, Correspondent: Richard Turk 01603 250867
PASTON – S. Margaret, Correspondent: Mrs A Digby 01263 720616
REYMERSTON – S. Peter, Correspondent: B. Taylor 01362 850423
Tower website: http://freespace.virgin.net/reymerston.ringers
SALLE – SS. Peter & Paul, Correspondent: Mr. J. Booth, 50 Bircham Rd. Reepham, Norwich. NR10 4NQ
SAXTHORPE – St Andrew, Correspondent: CJR Tyndall, 01263 584103
SCOTTOW – All Saints, Correspondent: The Rev. A R Long, The Vicarage, Worstead, N Walsham NR28 9SE
SHIPDHAM – All Saints, Correspondent: Peter Woodcock 01362 695486
SOUTH REPPS – S. James, Correspondent: Mrs Betty Taylor, 01263 834424
STRATTON STRAWLESS – S.Margaret, Correspondent: Mrs. C. Monk 01603 897821
WESTON LONGVILLE – All Saints, Correspondent: Mrs M. A. Carter 01603 860355
WIVETON – S. Mary, Correspondent: Miss Anna Welbourne 01263 740569
WYMONDHAM - S. Mary & S. Thomas, Correspondent: Hayden Charles 01953 603943 hcharles@grandsire.co.uk
Website: www.wymondhambells.org.uk
YAXHAM – S Peter, Correspondent Mrs Annette Cheeseman Tel. 01362 693214

