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Branch Programme
January 2010

No practice

February 6th
4.00-6.00pm

St. Giles, Norwich Grandsire Triples
Please note 1st Saturday not 2nd

March 13th
4.00-6pm

Coltishall

Branch meeting
General ringing

March 6th
All day

Various towers

Association Training Day

NDA Training day
Saturday 6th March 2010
The courses on offer will be:

Plain hunt
plain bob doubles
grandsire doubles
plain bob minor
stedman doubles
cambridge surprise minor
If you haven't yet booked your place, contact Dawn Pullan, Association
Ringing Master dingdong.dawn@btinternet.com or 01508 550001

December 2009

Editorial
A New Year marks a new initiative by our Ringing Master, Richard Turk. He and the Branch Committee
have been thinking for some time about the way Branch practices are organised and Richard has come
up with some interesting new ideas. The plan is to retain the quarterly practices and meetings as they
have always been, but to devote the intervening practices to particular issues/methods, in specific
towers which are particularly suitable. An example would be St Giles in Norwich, using the simulator.
Initially what is being arranged will be based on the responses earlier in the year to the questionnaire
Richard circulated. If you have any thoughts or comments, he and the committee would be very
pleased to hear from you.
Now is the season to think of going on a ringing course. In this edition we include a guide to what's on
in 2010 and feature the experience of two of our ringers at the Hereford course. Most of the national
courses have booking closing dates in January or February, and they are popular, so get your bids in!
We also carry a notice of our own Association Training Day at the beginning of March, and as usual the
preparations for this are now becoming intense. If you are considering taking part in it, as a helper or
as a student we warmly recommend you give it a go. It's an occasion to polish up your skills and also
to meet old ringing acquaintances and make new contacts from across the county. There may even be
a warm breath of Spring in the air, a harbinger of sunny days ringing in Norfolk's lovely churches.
And finally, the Branch has a new committee, elected at the AGM at Weston Longville in November.
Details are given later in this edition. There has been some recent correspondence about the role of
the Committee and the initiatives it might take. We are pleased to note that one correspondent has
now joined the new committee and we look forward to a blossoming of activities.
May we wish all our readers a very happy and successful ringing year in 2010 – thanks to all our
contributors in 2009, and welcome to those of you who will add to our pages in 2010.
Gill Page and Maureen Gardiner
The Editors are grateful to all who have contributed in any way to this edition of Soundbow. Articles and
letters for publication, news from towers and of ringers, peals and quarter peals for inclusion, and all other
copy may be sent to northernbranch@fastmail.fm

In Memoriam
I am sorry to have to report the passing of Ron Jordan of Dereham a long time ringer at Yaxham.
Although he had been ringing for many years Ron never aspired to being a great ringer, he was more
than happy to try and ring rounds and call changes on practice days and for services. He suffered a
severe stroke in the early hours of Monday 7th December and passed away at the Norfolk and Norwich
University Hospital on the following day. Our thoughts are with his children.
Phil Dentten

Chairman's Chat, or Mudd's Musings
I finally had a new knee fitted on the 19th October and returned to the fold at the December Branch
Practice at Colegate. Due to my enforced absence over the last two months I am a out of touch with
current ringing. However following on the Branch AGM I understand we have a new committee and
therefore will give more thought to Stephen High's letter in January with a view to arranging an all
tower meeting to try and resolve the points raised by him.
Following a successful 7/8 bell practice at St. Giles it was not deemed prudent to hold the next one in
December. The next 5th Thursday in the month practice will therefore be held in April at a venue to be
announced. Any tower wishing to host this event please let the committee know or contact me direct.
I hope that you all have an enjoyable Christmas and that the New Year will be prosperous for the
Branch and its ringing.

John Mudd

The Master's Mutterings
These mutterings really will be a short mutter. As I sit here writing this, aware that I am pressed for
time, I feel compelled to offer an apology to the Branch for what no doubt appears as a lack of
organisation on my part for this last quarter of the year. I can only hang my head in shame and mutter
excuses about moving house and other events clogging up my diary. In truth, I am sorry for my
apparent lack of attention.
However, I do feel that, in changing the way we have Branch practices next year, we will be taking a
step in the right direction. Not only will we be experimenting and trying to keep things fresh, but we
will be acting in direct response to the wishes of those members of the branch who returned their
questionnaires. We will have the normal quarterly meetings, but will do away with the Branch striking
competition. Instead, I hope bands will enter the NDA one in September. We will continue with the
outings, but practices will be reorganised to focus on specific areas each time.
I wish to use this short space to encourage everyone to participate and to encourage others to
participate in those events most relevant to them. I would also like to mention here, for those who
missed the AGM, the idea of having a ‘tower representatives’ conference’ of sorts a couple of times a
year. At this, the tower captains and ringing masters of the Northern Branch would be able to discuss
how they believe things are going and what they think needs doing. I strongly encourage those of you
in that position to attend. I also strongly encourage those of you not in that position to encourage
those who are!
Have a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. See you out there.

Richard Turk

Going on a Course in 2010
For anyone wanting to spend a few days out of normal life indulging in improving your ringing in congenial
company, there is now quite a lot of choice. These are the ones you are most likely to come across, and a
brief picture of what you would experience. They all have web sites for more information and the regular
courses tend to book up around Christmas and the New Year.
Of the national courses, the longest established is at Hereford, based at Royal National College for the
Blind, just outside the centre of Hereford. Teaching is mostly done in small groups based on a particular
method and takes place in different towers each day. Your options range from rounds and call changes to
Stedman Caters and Surprise Major. The course is residential, and this gives opportunities for meeting
ringers and helpers in other groups – over meals, in the bar and going to the open ringing at towers in the
evenings (including Hereford Cathedral). There are also optional seminars on special topics and activities
such as handbell ringing. There will be eleven groups, each with around five students and rather more
helpers.
This model is repeated in the Bradfield College course, also run on a national level in late summer, the
dates probably around 21st /22nd August, based on previous years. Its programme is not yet published but
last year there were a dozen or so groups and like the Hereford course it is residential, based at a boys'
boarding school in in Bradfield, Berkshire.
Then there are county level courses run on the same structure. Our nearest is the Essex course, on 16th 18th April, based in Honeywood School in Coggeshall. While local ringers have first call, it regularly takes
students from outside the county. The course is non-residential but the organisers will advise on B&Bs in
the area. There are nine groups ranging from call changes to Cambridge Surprise Minor and Double Norwich
Major, and one group on teaching the foundation stages in ringing.
The other established national course at Keele offers a different approach. It has two groups per course
for a total of 10-12 students, and will run two four-day courses on six bells this summer. Tutors are there
by invitation only, and outnumber students in order to provide individual tutoring as well as group sessions.
Students can opt for any method(s) they want, and a group may include someone learning their first
method and someone trying spliced surprise or learning to conduct. This course uses tied bells and
simulators, in just two local towers to reduce change and down time. The course is non-residential, with
advice on local B&Bs. Like the others it has evening towers and the opportunity to ring handbells and the
Woodlands mini-ring.

There have been in recent years a number of training courses using simulators and the use of dumb bells is
growing. The Fire Ring and Marches Teaching Belfry near Ludlow, for example combines ringing courses and
holidays with accommodation. The dumbbells are blocks of wood on wheels attached to simulators, giving
an experience which mimics normal bell ringing. Three day courses run throughout the year.
Course
Hereford
Bradfield

Closing date
th

30 January

TBA
th

Course dates
th

th

8 - 11 April
TBA
th

Cost

More information/ Contact

www.herefordringingcourse.org.uk/
£203.60
residential Mrs Jo Moreton 01924 373905
www.bradfield-ringing-course.org.uk/

th

Essex

12 February

8 - 10 April

www.eacr.org.uk/training/course_2010.shtml
£40 nonresidential or Mary Bone (01279 726159)

Keele

5th February

8th - 10th July
19th - 21st Aug

£165 non- phil.gay@btinternet.com or 01782 750038
residential

Marches

N/A

N/A

On request www.btinternet.com/~copson/fire_ring_2001.htm

So how does it feel....?

Many years ago, when I was a very raw learner I was persuaded to go on the Hereford Ringing Course.
This was the start of my becoming a “Course Groupie”.
In fear and trepidation I turned up at the Royal College for the Blind in Hereford for what turn out to
be an almost life changing experience. On the first evening we all met in out groups and went off to a
tower so that the tutor could asses our abilities in our chosen subject. Mine was “Plain Hunt”. Two
and a half days later I had not only learnt masses but also made some life long friends and almost
most importantly of all, learnt that I wasn’t the only idiot who couldn’t make the bell do what I
wanted. It was great and I made my mind up there and then to go the next year and join a Bob
Doubles group. That was the start. After several years of going as a student I started going as a
helper, and have been, ever since. The only down side is that I also go on the Bradfield course and on
a course run by the Yorkshire Association at Whirlow Grange in Sheffield.
Why do I do it? As a student one is always ringing with ringers who CAN do whatever one is learning,
and there is no feeling of ‘not that again’ as they are there to help. They don’t mind ringing Plain Bob
or Plain Hunt by the hour as that is what they are there to do. As a helper, there is great satisfaction
in seeing the students gain in confidence as the course develops and also of knowing that one is giving
to others what was once given so freely to oneself.
Theo Crowder
My group was really nice and Sue the group leader was really friendly and helpful. I have managed to
reach my goal of been able to ring plain bob doubles on the second bell with bobs but it wasn't
without its problems, and I think all the people in my group achieved our targets. All the helpers on
the course were really patient and friendly. They could always put you right when you were in trouble.
The churches we visited all had unique features and all the bells were very nice to ring.
I had a go at ringing hand bells and making my own method. I really enjoyed both of these activities
and my tower is going to learn the method my group made. I was extremely pleased with my handbell
ringing because I could ring plain bob minor on the treble and second bells.
I would like to go back to Hereford to learn more new methods and have more new experiences that I
wouldn't usually do. I like ringing at new places that aren't usually available to me, but the one that
was really special was Hereford cathedral where I rang the second bell. I was a bit nervous but it was
good fun after getting over the nerves.
The college usually had blind people and it was very interesting and quite fascinating because of all
the braille on the walls and posters. My room was lovely and just right for me. I enjoyed the food.
There was a good variety and lots of different tastes.
I had really enjoyed myself at the course and I would like to go again.

Chloe Guthrie

(Avid readers will remember that Chloe won the Dorothy L Sayers award for young ringers last year. The prize
was attendance at the 2009 Hereford course)

Ringing in Italy
I have just been on a holiday to Italy to find out about the Italian way of ringing church bells. There
was a group of 40 of us, not all ringers, and we travelled by coach from Ipswich. Having gone from
Harwich to the Hook of Holland we made our way to Dordrecht were we spent a pleasant hour ringing
on the bells of Dordrecht Cathedral which are housed in a separate building called ‘The Little House’.
These are a very easy to ring light 8.
Then back into the coach for the journey to Lake Garda via Nuremburg. We settled into the hotel and
looked at the programme for the next days to find that we were visiting lots of towers with the
opportunity to ring at most of them, and also a chance to take part in two concerts.
Ringing Italian bells is vastly different from ringing ours. They are very heavily counter balanced,
have no stays, no sallies, and long, long ropes which lie in coils on the floor at one's feet. However,
once one has got the feel of the bell it is not too difficult to achieve rounds. Changes proved much
more problematical.
In the first area we rang all the ringing was in the Veronese style, where a conductor stands beside the
ringers and calls bells to ring in a particular order, forming sort of tunes called “Concerti”.
We then went on to Ferrara where we did not ring as the style here was so different that all we could
do was watch. The ringers rang by manipulating the bells manually from a position up at the top of
the tower and in among the bells. This is impossible to describe. One has to see it to understand. This
was one of the places where we took part in a concert, ringing handbells to changes and also tunes.
I was in the tune ringing team and we were very well received. We gave the other concert in a town
called Roncobello where they had a team of youngsters who rang tubular bells, rather like
glockenspiels, with great skill. They were very impressive.
A great holiday which I would warmly recommend to anyone interested in learning about ringing in a
totally different way.
Theo Crowder

From the Towers
Hevingham
On Monday 23rd November a quarter peal was rung to
celebrate the Golden Wedding of Iris and Danny Phillips, who
were married at Hevingham on this day in 1959. There were
no ringable bells in the tower then, so it was an especial
pleasure to make up for that fifty years later with a well
struck and enjoyable quarter. Iris provided refreshments
afterwards and Hilary Shaw took this photograph of Iris and
the band on a very happy occasion.
1260 PB Doubles, Keith Shaw 1, David Hoare (C) 2,
Lawrence Smith 3, Maureen Gardiner 4, Daniel Phillips 5.

Wymondham
Another very special quarter was rung at Wymondham on 4th October to celebrate Margaret and John
Dowe's Golden Wedding. The details are as follows:
1260 Plain Bob Triples: Caroline Brown 1, Rosamunde Codling 2, Rosemary Charles 3, Debbie Allen 4,
Al Parsons 5, Christopher J Brown 6, Hayden Charles (C) 7, Christopher D Brown 8. Golden Wedding
compliment to John and Margaret Dowe. Maureen Gardiner would like to be associated with this.

Coltishall
This article is reproduced from The Marlpit December 2009
FROM THE BELL TOWER
Children from the Coltishall School came in various groups and over a period of several days to visit
the tower. It was quite an exciting event for some of them, to climb up so many steps right to the
top, and see these huge bells, and the workings of the clock. Now, when they hear them ringing for
Weddings, Funerals or Sunday Services, they will know just what it is all about.
Some of them had a go at ringing (under great supervision of course!) and their little faces were a
picture of delight when they could actually hear the bell ringing. They wrote about their visit in their
own way.
For those of you who may be interested, the weights of the bells are as follows:1st bell – 167.75 kilos (369 lbs) 2nd bell – 193.2 kilos (425 lbs) 3rd bell – 274.1 kilos (603 lbs)
4th bell – 275 kilos (605 lbs) 5th bell – 358.6 kilos (789 lbs) 6th bell – 520.5 kilos (1145 lbs)
So there you have it, we have six bells, some churches only three, which they chime, and some 5 -10
or 12 and so on but we are quite happy with our six at St.Johns, so do not forget if you feel like taking
up a new interest in the coming year, why not pop along one Monday evening when we have our
practice from 7.30 p.m. to 9. p.m. And see just what goes on. You will always be made very welcome.
Audrey Weston

Gressenhall
On November 25th (with many thanks to Gressenhall ringers) a fit for purpose Grandsire Caters practice
took place. Hopefully this will be the first in a series of targeted practices where Northern Branch
members who wish to improve there ringing capabilities are given the opportunity to ring with
experienced colleagues, with help and quiet encouragement of a capable ringer standing beside. All
four targeted ringers as well as their experienced friends agreed this simple recipe was a great
success.
If you are interested in improving your ringing ability e-mail me at thehighs@freeuk.com. Hopefully
together we can improve our core standards and create further on-going interest throughout the
Branch.
Stephen High, Reymerston

Other Quarters
Aylsham 22nd December, 1260 Plain Bob Doubles, Geoff Runham 1, Michael Brooke 2, Keith Shaw 3,
David Hoare (C) 4, Daniel Phillips 5. Rung for Christmas 2009. First quarter inside 2.

Reymerston 7th October, 1296 Cambridge S. Minor, Rachel Jackson 1, M. Clements 2,
Rosemary Parsons 3, A. Sargent 4, S. High (C) 5, K. Tinsey 6. Birthday compliment to 5

Tower in the Spotlight
Iona Abbey, Argyll and Bute, Scotland
This Autumn I spent seven weeks house-keeping at the Iona Abbey Centre. The island of Iona, off the
island of Mull, has been an important place of pilgrimage since the arrival there of Columba in 563AD.
In 1899 the Duke of Argyll, who owned the island,
had the Abbey restored and then transferred the
ownership to the newly formed Iona Cathedral
Trust.
In 1939 the Iona Community was established and
the cloisters and monastery buildings were
restored and completed in 1965.
The massive two-storey tower is above the
transept crossing. The upper storey houses the
belfry and pigeon loft. The outside of the tower is
covered with scaffolding as the cement between
the pink granite stone is being removed and
replaced with lime mortar.
Taylor's of Loughborough installed a single bell in the
tower in 1931. As the photo shows, it is hung for full
circle ringing but it has not been turned full circle for a
long while (if ever) and the bellrope only reaches to the
silent chamber. At present it has a hammer which
strikes for services.
I could find very little about the bell except that it is
22.0.18 cwt in E and that it was “locally condemned in
May 2007” I am not quite sure what that means and it
would be interesting to have more information.

The bell is inscribed I-CHALUIM-CHILLE 1931 (the Gaelic form of Columba) and has an intricate fernlike pattern round the top.
Gill Page.

Branch OFFICERS AND COMMITTEE FOR 2010
Chairman: John Mudd (St Peter Mancroft)
email: THP@care4free.net
Secretary: Gillian Page The Perch, Whitwell Road, Sparham, Norwich. NR9 5PW
tel 01362 688379 email: gillpage@f2s.com
Treasurer: Naomi Smith 61 Edinburgh Road, Norwich, NR2 3RL, 01603 629488,
email: davidandnaomi@talktalk.net
Ringing Master: Richard Turk 48 Peckover Road, Norwich, NR4 7BL
tel 01603 250867 email the_great_chd@hotmail.com
Committee: Mike Clements, Theo Crowder, Phil Dentten, Stephen High, Tony Weston, Roy Wiles

Tower contact details – latest information
Please send updates and changes to northernbranch@fastmail.fm
AYLSHAM - S. Michael & All Angels, Correspondent: Keith Shaw 01263 732462; aylshamtower@supanet.com
Tower website: www.aylshamtower.org.uk
BACTON - S. Andrew, Correspondent: Ian Witham 01692 650530
BUXTON - St. Andrew, Correspondent: Mrs Sue Folland 01603 279402
COLTISHALL – S. John the Baptist, Correspondent: Mrs Audrey P Weston 01603 737269
CROMER - SS Peter & Paul, Correspondent: David Wakely 01263 825885
DRAYTON - S. Margaret, Correspondent: John Rant 01603 747564; bitzasoft@hotmail.com
ERPINGHAM – S. Mary, Correspondent: The Rev. Brian Faulkner; brian-faulkner@lineone.net
FELMINGHAM – S. Andrew, Correspondent: Mrs Helene Smith 01692 404284
GIMINGHAM – All Saints, Correspondent: Mrs Betty Taylor, 01263 834424
HETHERSETT – S. Remigius, Correspondent: Roy Wiles 01603 812049
HEVINGHAM – S, Mary V. & S. Botolph, Correspondent: June Clitheroe, june@gatestogrates.co.uk
HEYDON – SS Peter & Paul, Correspondent: E. V. Shipham 01263 587865
HOLT – S. Andrew, Correspondent: Theo Crowder 01263 710129
HONINGHAM – St Andrew, Correspondent: G. E. Smith 01603 880309
HORSHAM S. FAITH – SS Andrew & Mary, Correspondent: Mrs. L Holness 01603 898801; peter@holness.net
INTWOOD – All Saints, Correspondent: Dr M.L. Parker, 01603 811330
KETTERINGHAM – S. Peter, Correspondent: Dr M.L. Parker, 01603 811330
KNAPTON – SS Peter & Paul, Correspondent: A. J. Lubbock 01263 722929
LAMMAS - St Andrew, Correspondent: Don MacKenzie Tel: 01603 279248; donmac2@btinternet.com
LYNG – S.Margaret, Correspondent: Mrs. Shirley Broad 01603 872234
MARSHAM – All Saints, Temporary Correspondent: Keith Shaw 01263 732462
MATTISHALL – All Saints, Tower Captain & Correspondent: Mrs. Iris Coe 01362 858657
NORTH REPPS – S.Mary the Virgin, Correspondent: Mrs. Jill Breeze 01263 579699
NORWICH – All Saints Centre, Correspondent: Richard Turk 01603 250867
NORWICH – S. George, Colegate Correspondent: Ms Barbara Mesney 01603 622138
NORWICH – S. Giles-on-the-Hill, Correspondent: Mrs Naomi Smith 01603 629488
Tower website www.stgilesnorwich.org.uk
NORWICH – S Michael Coslany, Correspondent Alan Spreadbury, sheila.spreadbury1@btinternet.com
NORWICH – S. Peter Mancroft, Correspondent: Richard Turk 01603 250867
PASTON – S. Margaret, Correspondent: Mrs A Digby 01263 720616
REYMERSTON – S. Peter, Correspondent: B. Taylor 01362 850423
Tower website: http://freespace.virgin.net/reymerston.ringers
SALLE – SS. Peter & Paul, Correspondent: Mr. J. Booth, 50 Bircham Rd. Reepham, Norwich. NR10 4NQ
SAXTHORPE – St Andrew, Correspondent: CJR Tyndall, 01263 584103
SCOTTOW – All Saints, Correspondent: The Rev. A R Long, The Vicarage, Worstead, N Walsham NR28 9SE
SHIPDHAM – All Saints, Correspondent: Peter Woodcock 01362 695486
SOUTH REPPS – S. James, Correspondent: Mrs Betty Taylor, 01263 834424
STRATTON STRAWLESS – S.Margaret, Correspondent: Mrs. C. Monk 01603 897821
WESTON LONGVILLE – All Saints, Correspondent: Mrs M. A. Carter 01603 860355
WIVETON – S. Mary, Correspondent: Miss Anna Welbourne 01263 740569
WYMONDHAM - S. Mary & S. Thomas, Correspondent: Hayden Charles 01953 603943 hcharles@grandsire.co.uk
Website: www.wymondhambells.org.uk
YAXHAM – S Peter, Correspondent Roger Vincent, 01692 405344

