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Branch and Association Programme
Saturday
June 13th

Southrepps
7.00 – 9.00 pm

Branch practice, striking competition and Quarterly
Meeting. Categories are rounds and call changes or a
method, six or eight bells. Entries to Richard Turk and
nominations for the election of new members to Gill
Page (contact details page 10)

Saturday
July 11th

Felmingham
7.00 -9.00 pm

Branch Practice
Park in grassed car park alongside church.
Special methods to be circulated later.

Saturday
August 29th

Wymondham

Association 10 bell practice.
Opportunity for all to have a go on ten bells with
plenty of support. Ringing range from rounds and
call changes to plain and surprise royal.

Monday
August 31st

Lincolnshire
Towers

Branch outing
The draft programme is set out in the Master's
Mutterings (page

Saturday
September 12th

Venue to be
announced

Branch practice, and Quarterly Meeting.

Saturday
September 26th

Carleton Rode
and New
Buckenham

Association Striking Competition Finals.
Times to be announced

Advertisements
Northrepps
Beverley Mayne is producing a Quiz sheet to get those little grey cells working, in aid of the
Northrepps bell fund. The sheets are available from either Beverley ( ) or Jill (01263 579699 )
Cost £1 each and there will be a prize for the winner plus a booby prize.

Garvestone
July 12th Open Garden Day at Journey's End NR9 4QP, with Mini Ring and passing steam train;

see flyer sent with this Soundbow for details.
Proceeds in aid of Papworth Cardiac Unit & NDA Bell Restoration Fund.

Editorial
This edition of Soundbow takes us from Spring into Summer, a lovely time of the year with many
ringing opportunities. It is also a time of meetings, and for the first outings of the year. We are very
pleased to see that the eight bell practices that John Mudd is organising seem to be taking off at
Hethersett. These make a welcome opportunity for people wanting to make the transition to seven
and eight bell ringing.
If you enjoy the challenge of learning new methods or progressing to higher numbers you may be lucky
enough to belong to a tower which can help you or you may be able to be a regular visitor at another.
You may even have the time to go to more than one practice each week. For many people though,
such opportunities are not immediately to hand or they don't have the time. For you it may be worth
considering going on a ringing course, a learning holiday spent with experienced teachers and helpers.
There will be an article on various courses from around the country in the next edition of Soundbow.
This year we hosted in this Branch the Association AGM . The main business of the AGM itself is usually
the election of officers, and this time there was a change of Association Ringing Master (see Master's
Mutterings). We send Dawn our best wishes for a challenging role. Another Association responsibility
is support for bell maintenance around the Diocese. The role of Association Technical Adviser has now
been replaced by Branch Technical Advisers to serve on the Belfry Advisory Committee and to provide
a point of contact for advice and liaison with bell restoration and steeple keeping work at Branch
level. As we get more information on how these will operate we will publish in Soundbow.
On the social side of the AGM, the ringing organised by Richard Turk went very well and when it came
to hospitality we had a great team who worked really hard, supported by generous contributions of
food and raffle prizes from around the Northern Branch. We should especially recognise the generous
efforts of Iris Phillips and Hilary Shaw who rarely ring themselves but who once again supplied cakes
and savouries and came and helped all afternoon with the tea and the raffle. The raffle raised over
£800 after costs for the Bell Restoration Fund. All in all, as the responsibility for hosting the AGM
moves to another Branch next year, we reckon we're a hard act to follow!
In the last edition we raised concerns about some of the attendances at Branch practices. We publish
in this one a letter which responds very helpfully – read it and let us know what you think!
And finally we note sadly the deaths of three members of the Branch, John Barber of Hevingham,
Caroline Harris of St Peter Mancroft and Trudi Hawkins of Shipdham. May they rest in peace.

Gill Page and Maureen Gardiner, Editors
The Editors are grateful to all who have contributed in any way to this edition of Soundbow. Articles and
letters for publication, news from towers and of ringers, peals and quarter peals for inclusion, and all
other copy may be sent to northernbranch@fastmail.fm please

Letter to the Editor
Dear Editor
As I write I have just returned home from the branch practice held at Erpingham church on a sunny
late afternoon in March. The church is in a peaceful setting standing on a rise and today it overlooked
a field of low mist.
The church had a number of interesting features, including a font dating circa 1380 which originally
belonged to the now bomb damaged church of St Benedict in Norwich. The bowl of the font shows
saints including St. Faith, a shrine for whom was famously built, quite locally, at Horsham St Faith.
There have been twenty-three ancient churches consecrated in her name throughout England and
chapels in Westminster Abbey and St. Paul's Cathedral dedicated to her (see ref).
Despite the lovely weather and a ring of six bells, only about nine people attended this practice. I
therefore echo the sentiment voiced in the latest edition of Soundbow that I fear these events may
not be held in future because of low attendance.

My question is - Why are there not more novices like myself coming to these meetings? I realise that
people may have other commitments but the branch practices are such a prime opportunity to not
only ring different bells but more importantly in my opinion, to ring with other people, many of whom
have vast experience.
This is a huge help to the novice ringer and like today, I found someone in the group who was more
than happy to stand next to me to give some direction and moral support.
I understand that novice ringers may feel intimidated entering a group where they may not know
anyone and the ringers are of a higher calibre but please do not allow this to deter you from gaining
such experience. Certainly when I attended my first branch practices (and even now) I was
apprehensive but I have never left a branch practice without a feeling of achievement.
Therefore - I am saying to novices like myself - please take the opportunity to learn, meet new faces
and ring different bells by attending the branch practices. Don't let these practices be stopped due to
lack of confidence or lack of enthusiasm!
Ref: Farmer, D. (2003) Dictionary of Saints, Oxford University Press, Oxford

Sam McLean
Cromer tower

Obituaries
John Barber
From the obituary in the EDP written by Michael Pollitt.
"Thousands of children in Eastern European countries enjoyed some Christmas cheer thanks to a longserving churchwarden, John Barber, who has died aged 64. He and his wife, Shirley, co-ordinated the
distribution of Christmas gifts from the greater Norwich area. Last year their team dispatched 14,000
shoebox parcels to children in Eastern Europe.
John was born and raised in Buxton, going to the village school and then to Aylsham High School. He
had always wanted to work in gardens and later became head groundsman for Norwich High School for
girls. He was church warden at Hevingham Church for 15 years where he was also a keen bell ringer
and tower captain and taught a number of people to ring. Retired vicar, the Rev. John Walden, said he
was full of fun and a stalwart of the village. He was also a quiet countryman who got things done
behind the scenes - and always with a smile. He was a true Norfolk boy who had great insight into
people."
John will be sorely missed both in the tower and in the shoebox project. He looked after the tower
and kept everything in good repair as well as organising bands of ringers for weddings.
Gill Page
Gertrude Elizabeth Hawkins 1921 - 2009
Trudi did not have the best start to life, at the tender age of six weeks she needed surgery and spent
time in Great Ormond Street Hospital. Later she had stitches in a cut hand and then treatment for a
dog bite the day before her sixth birthday. Her father became very ill with TB and her parents had
little choice but to apply for relief, which they collected from the council. As a result Trudi was
allowed to leave school three months early in order to start work but the money she and her sister
earned was deducted from the relief money until there was just sufficient to keep the family. Trudi's
sister was called up into the army, Trudi followed three months on and three months after that their
father died. Four and a half years later they were both demobbed. Trudi returned to her office job
and her sister trained to be a teacher and moved to Rhodesia (now Zimbabwe).
Trudi came to bell ringing in 1953 and joined the band of All Saints Edmonton, North London. She
quickly progressed, ringing her first peal on her 33rd birthday, which was also her sisters wedding day
in Rhodesia. She was appointed captain of All Saints ringers in 1954. In 1955, through bell ringing,
she met her husband to be Tom. Trudi went on to become Chairman of the Northern District of the
Middlesex Association and Tom its Ringing Master. They married in the 1970's and their wedding was
reported in the Ringing World as “Chairman and Ringing Master Spliced”.

Over the years they taught countless numbers of people to handle a bell and there are many who have
them to thank for being introduced to the world of bell ringing. Their dedication and willingness to
give their time seemed to attract new ringers both to Edmonton and, following their move to Norfolk
in 1978, Shipdham where they soon became an integral part of All Saints Shipdham ringers. Her
ringing friends at Edmonton never forgot her and made an annual trip to ring in Norfolk where they
would adjourn to Trudi's for a fish and chip lunch and later a “bell ringers tea”. Sadly, six years after
their move to Norfolk, Tom died.
Trudi's love for bell ringing never waned and she continued to teach and ring whenever and wherever
she could. Perhaps her favourite “call” would be a touch of Stedman with stand called on the last
hand stroke. It was therefore fitting that the ringers of All Saints Shipdham rang that touch and stood
as Trudi left this earth.
All Saints Edmonton and All Saints Shipdham ringers
Caroline Harris
We also note with sadness the death of Caroline Harris, of the Mancroft Band. There will be a fuller
appreciation of her life in the next edition of Soundbow.

Chairman's Chat, or Mudd's Musings
The month of May has always been a busy period in the Mudd Household and 2009 was no
exception. Two family birthdays, trips to Germany and France and to London meant that not a
lot of ringing was achieved. My reasons for mentioning this is to encourage those members
who are chary of taking on office to come forward. The Association AGM took place as did
other events and, in my absence all went off without a hitch. My especial thanks to Maureen
who coped admirably with the minutiae of the AGM. There are always committee members
and other stalwarts who will come forward to assist on these occasions so...let us have some
more volunteers to take office in the coming year.
I am pleased to report that the Grandsire practice took place at Hethersett with 12 members
taking part. Triples was rung as plain courses and touches, as was Plain Bob Major, the success
of the evening confirms my opinion that there are members in the District who would
welcome the opportunity to progress from Minor and Doubles to seven and eight bell ringing.
The next practice will again be at Hethersett, fifth Thursday of the month..30th. of July.
Again, Grandsire and Plain Bob Major will be the methods rung. Should there be another eight
bell tower in the District prepared to host this event please contact me direct.
John Mudd

The Master's Mutterings
We have had a busy time in the Northern Branch over the last quarter. My mutterings will reflect this,
as well as looking ahead. One should always keep an eye on the past as well as an eye on the future.
As a result, this edition’s mutterings will be necessarily long.
I will start with the positive mutterings about the NDA AGM. This year, as many of you will know, the
Association AGM was held in the Northern Branch. I confess that I used the proceedings to get myself
(and a few others) some tower grabs, with ringing taking place at Stratton Strawless, Hevingham,
Marsham, Lamas, and Buxton in the lead up to the service and meeting. I would like to extend my
thanks to those people who looked after the towers for me on the day: it would have been impossible
for me to do so, although I did manage to show my face at all of them. I would also like to express my
thanks to Canon Phillip McFadyen for conducting the service. The tea and meeting also went smoothly,
with the Northern Branch winning their fair share in the raffle. My thanks to everyone who was
involved in making this part of the AGM a success, particularly Maureen, Tony, Audrey, and Theo. I was
pleased that so many people from our branch attended the day, and the evening ringing at Aylsham.
The AGM leads me quite nicely onto my next topic. At the meeting, Jonathan Dickenson (former
Ringing Master of the Northern Branch and previously Ringing Master of the NDA) did not stand for

re-election. The news has already been spread that the Ringing Master of the Southern Branch,
Dawn Pullan, was elected to the position. Dawn has been heavily involved in NDA matters for quite
some time, and has regularly participated in events outside her own branch. She has been particularly
involved with the Northern Branch. I wish to offer my congratulations to Dawn once again, and to
encourage the members of this branch to support their new Association Ringing Master in all her
endeavours. Our branch has a history of good involvement with the Association, and I hope that this
will continue. One effect of Dawn’s promotion was a need for a new Southern Branch Ringing Master.
Carl Wilby bravely stepped into the breach. Carl has also been heavily involved with the Northern
Branch, and I welcome him to his post as my southern counterpart.
Another positive from this quarter was the Northern Branch Outing 2009 (Part I). This year, the May
outing took us to Ipswich. The day was carefully planned so that we could arrive by train (or car) and
work our way around Ipswich in a circle, returning to the station (or car park) at the end of the day. In
the event, the towers were not available in the originally planned order, so the circle was decidedly
out of shape. Furthermore, the homeward trains conspired against us, with cancellations due to
damage to the overhead lines.
However, the day still went well. We managed to ring at all but one of the ringable towers in Ipswich
(and only missed the last because it is temporarily unringable). We began at St. Matthew (10cwt 6),
moved onto St. Mary at the Quay (7cwt 6), then to St. Clement (a 15-1-18 6) before lunch. During
lunch those of us who wished to rang at St. Stephen (a 3). After lunch, the route took us to St.
Nicholas (10cwt 5), St. Margaret of Scotland (a 14-2-23 8) and finally St. Mary le Tower (a 34-3-16 12).
As one attendee put it, we had a hugely varied outing, with numbers of bells ranging from 3 to 12, and
the quality and condition of bells differing substantially. I can honestly say that I enjoyed the day, and
I hope those who attended also enjoyed it.
Now we come to the negatives. Since the last edition of Soundbow, we have held two branch
practices. One of these was a quarterly meeting. The meeting and practice at Erpingham was not well
attended. Despite the beautiful surroundings and the lovely day, only a handful of people turned out,
making for a very short quarterly meeting. Fortunately, the April practice, held at Mulbarton, was far
better attended. It may be that the difference in attendance was simply due to one being at the
Winter practice time and the other at the Summer practice time. I hope that future branch events will
be as well attended as both the April practice and the May outing.
Looking to the future, we have two upcoming events to stress. The first is the Branch Striking
Competition. The judge has been booked, the tower is arranged, and now all we need are the bands.
If you have not already done so, please let me know whether you intend to enter a team. Entries on
the day will not, of course, be turned away, but it would help organisation to know the number of
teams in advance. There will be the usual categories of call changes and method. Just to remind you
all, the competition is being held on Saturday 13th June at Southrepps. The draw will be between 7:05
and 7:10 pm, so please be punctual. There will also, I believe, be a short quarterly meeting. Those
teams going through to the final will be ringing in the NDA Striking Competition, this year being held in
the Southern Branch.
The second upcoming event is the Northern Branch Outing 2009 (Part II). This outing is still in the
planning stages, since I wanted to get May’s outing out of the way first. The plan is, as previously
mentioned, to return to Lincolnshire (the site of last year’s outing) and fill in the gaps left by last
year’s route. Therefore, I hope to book towers starting at Pinchbeck and working back towards
Norwich via Fulney, Moulton, Whaplode, Fleet and Lutton. The date for the outing is the August Bank
Holiday, August 31st. Further details will be published nearer the time.
Branch practices to bear in mind for the following months are as follows:
• Saturday, July 11th from 6:30 until 8:30pm is at Felmingham
• Saturday, 10th October from 4pm until 6pm is at North Repps
• Saturday, 14th November sees the branch AGM at Weston Longville
• Saturday, 12th December at 4pm is at Costessey
September’s practice, originally to be held at Scottow, needs to be rearranged. The locals feel it is
inappropriate to ring from 7 until 9pm as nearby residents have families. Although we have been given
the choice of ringing between 2:30 and 5.00 pm, this is probably one practice better rearranged for a
different tower. I will keep you informed of the details.

Before I bring things to a close, I would like to write a bit in the way of encouragement. As NDA
Ringing Master, Dawn runs various events. One of these is a regular 10-bell practice. The last of these
was on May the 30th at King’s Lynn. I was very pleased to see a strong Northern Branch presence,
despite the practice being held on the far side of the Western Branch. I encourage anyone who is
considering making the jump to ten-bell ringing to attend these practices. Dawn holds them on the
fifth Saturday of months to which such a rule applies. I also encourage you to take a look at the
questionnaire attached to this edition of Soundbow, and to complete it and return it to me.
Lastly, I am afraid I have some sad news. Caroline Harris, formerly the Secretary of the St. Peter
Mancroft Guild of Ringers, passed away at the end of May. She had been ill for some time, but this has
in no way lessened the shock for those who knew her. I am sure I write for all of us when I say that our
thoughts and prayers are with her family, in particular her husband Robert.
Thank you for bearing with me in such long mutterings, and I look forward to seeing many of you in
the upcoming months.
Richard Turk

Matthew's Spring Outing
On a lovely spring day in April, seventeen of us set out to ring at some of the great fenland Churches
around Wisbech.
Our first Church was meant to be St. Margaret’s, Kings Lynn, where we were hoping to ring on the
newly re-hung ring of 10 having rung here a few years back, we were looking forward to our return,
however on arrival we were greeted with the news that due to a funeral taking place we would be
unable to ring. However, Terry Greenacre, who met us our arrival, quickly arranged for us to ring at
the delightful ring of 5 at Clenchwarton, so after a few mobile phone calls we were soon ringing a
mixture of doubles methods including Stedman. As a bonus, the Revd. Andrew Davey invited us to have
a go on his mini-ring housed in his garage; this was a first for many of our group and caused much
entertainment.
After a break for Coffee & Doughnuts, we visited St Peter & St Paul, Wisbech where the tower houses
a fine 21cwt ring of Ten cast by William Dobson (Grandson of Thomas Osborn) of Downham Market in
1823, these are the Fourth oldest complete ring of Ten in the world, to be cast by one Foundry, the
ringing here ranged from Call Changes to Plain Bob Royal.
After a picnic lunch we visited All Saints, Walsoken, this well kept Church has a superb Norman
Arcade, Medieval Aisle Roof and a very fine Seven Sacrament Font. The Bells here are a super sounding
ring of Six by Thomas Osborn (1795) and were put to good use with the ringing including Stedman,
Plain Bob and Norwich.
Next it was off to Walpole St. Andrew, a first visit for many, this Church is under the care of the
Churches Conservation Trust and undergoing work to cure the problem of rising damp which is eroding
the stone arcading. The Six Bells, not often rung, are superb and were again a delight to ring to a
variety of Doubles and Minor methods including a superbly struck extent of Stedman.
Our last port of call was the incredible Church at Tilney All Saints. This
ancient Church proved a fitting finale with its Norman Arcade and splendid
Double Hammer Beam Roof. Despite a few of our party departing after the
last tower and the fact the two new and extremely stretchy ropes had just
been fitted the heavy Six Bells, nearly 17cwt, rung from the Ground Floor of
the large Tower, sounded gorgeous to Call Changes and a variety of Doubles
Methods.
Most of the party then rounded off the day with a splendid meal at The Goat Inn, Skeyton. Thanks
must go to all those who met us, especially Terry Greenacre for his help and to John HollingsworthAvery for enabling us to ring at Walpole St. Andrew. And finally, to Matthew, for arranging a wonderful
day out.
AJL

Chloe meets Norma on Dorothy's old stamping ground
As reported in last quarter's Soundbow, Chloe Guthrie of Southrepps is the
first winner of the Dorothy L Sayers award for young bell ringers, a place
at the Hereford Training Course at Easter. The prize is jointly awarded by
the Dorothy L Sayers Society and the Ladies Guild (of which Dorothy was
an honorary member).
On 21st March, Norma Major presented the award at Bluntisham in
Cambridgeshire where Dorothy's father was rector and the current vicar is
a ringer. It was a lovely day, complete with Spring sunshine and a very
well attended ceremony. Chloe's friends and family saw her receive her
award with great aplomb and then join two members of the Society in a
short dramatic piece. The afternoon finished in an atmosphere of
celebration, with ringing (of course) and a very good tea provided by the
local band

The Central Council AGM – how it feels to be there

Theo Crowder is one of the Norwich Diocesan Association’s representatives on the Central
Council of Church Bell Ringers, and attends the AGM on our behalf. This article describes her
recent attendance at the 112th Annual Meeting
This year’s CC AGM was held in Worcester on 25th May 2009, a city close to my heart, as I spent my
early years living close to it. I remember being marched in crocodile to the Cathedral for Sunday
morning Matins(exceedingly boring) to the sound of the Cathedral bells. I took the sound for granted
and never gave a thought to how they were being rung. They just did.
I arrived in Worcester on the Sunday afternoon in time for a most joyful Ringers’ Songs of Praise and
then went to find my room in the Headquarters Hotel, a converted glove factory, and to prepare for
the evening’s reception and dinner, always a time for meeting up with old friends and making new.
Monday morning, up betimes and off to the Meeting, held in a new and interesting Methodist Church.
The Meeting followed the usual format of such annual meetings, be seated by 9.50 then at 10.00am
sharp, Opening Prayer, Welcome, apologies etc. Then it was announced that the Secretary was
standing down and so we had to elect a new one. There were two Nominees, Mary Bone from Essex
and Barrie Dove from Yorkshire. Mary Bone was elected. Then followed a number of motions which will
all get their airing in the Ringing World so I won’t bore you with them here. Now we got on to the
lengthy business of receiving the reports of the various committees, sixteen of them. Most of them
were passed with no problems but every committee had an election. This was because, following a
motion from last year’s CC Meeting, a third of the members had to stand down and there had to be an
election in order to allow for new blood to enter the arena. Most of the people who stood down were
re-elected and very few new people joined. This went on until there was a break for lunch at 12.45,
and was to be concluded later.
Lunch was excellent, prepared by the Local Association. At 2.15 we resumed our seats for the AGM of
The Ringing World Ltd. which lasted about half an hour and then we went on with hearing the reports.
These are not read out as they are published in a supplement to the Ringing World prior to the
meeting but it still takes a very long time for all sixteen committees. At 4.15 the meeting was again
adjourned, for tea this time, and then we had the AGM of The Ringing Foundation Ltd. I must say by
this time it was getting very stuffy and it was not that easy to pay the close attention that one should
have done. After this the CC meeting recommenced and wound its way to a conclusion with the
announcement that next years meeting will be in Derby. We rose to leave at 6.00pm.
I have not given a full report of all that was said as you can read it all in the Ringing World, rather of
my impressions. So why is it worth going to the AGM?
The Central Council is a vital central point for liaison with all the various national agencies that have
or could have an impact on ringing in the country, and a central source of knowledge and support for
the ringing community. People are elected to the various posts to carry out these responsibilities for

us, and the AGM is where they report and are accountable to us as your representatives.
And what are the best and worst thing about going? Well the meeting is not what you’d calls
stimulating, and it takes some determination to read all the material and listen to the detail through
the day. However ringers are a body of some importance in the management of a national heritage
and these are the people leading it. At the AGM you see them up close, and many are interesting and
impressive people who are of real benefit to the ringing community.
Theo Crowder

From the Towers
COLTISHALL
Coltishall ringers regularly help out at Buxton where Tony is teaching some new ringers the skills of
bell ringing. In April three members of the Coltishall Band were there once again and able to take
part in ringing for the funeral of John Barber on April 4th. He was described as a quiet countryman
who got things done behind the scenes and always with a smile. John's wife Shirley asked if the bells
could be rung without muffles to make a joyous sound, as the service was to be a celebration and
thanksgiving of his life. Rounds and call changes were rung, as this is what he always liked to ring,
and it did sound lovely, and certainly made it a celebration of all the good things he did regarding his
charity work, especially the Christmas Shoe Box Appeal for the deprived children of other countries.
It was requested that we rang as the funeral started, then again as they left the church, and one last
time during the internment which somehow seemed to lift the spirits on such a sad occasion. We
came away feeling that we had played an important part in the funeral and that he would have
enjoyed our ringing, we certainly hope so.
We held our AGM in Holy Week, and this was a good opportunity to recognise the contributions so
many of our ringers make. Our outgoing officers stood again and were re-elected. Many thanks
were given to the members who turn up week after week and are always ready to help out with any
situation that arises, such as Dennis Moore and his wife Jean (the maker of wonderful mouth watering
cakes) also to Jenny, Trevor , and Graham who have make such steady progress during the past year,
it is all so very rewarding to see that our efforts have paid off. We feel very lucky to have Mike
Brothers back ringing again after a break, also a Mr. John Nutbrown who travels backwards and
forwards to Yorkshire quite frequently but always pops along to ring with us when he is back in
Norfolk again, on Monday evenings and for the Sunday service. We do like people to know now much
their attendance is appreciated, and we have several visitors on a Monday practise evenings from
North Walsham, Norwich, Buxton etc., so do please keep coming as we love to see you, the more the
merrier.
Audrey Weston (Secretary)
AYLSHAM
Some years ago, the ringers at Aylsham revived the old title ‘St Michael's Guild of Ringers’,
membership being open not only to indigenous ringers but also to any who attend practices on a
fairly regular basis at Aylsham. The Secretary of the Guild, Keith Shaw, reports each January at the
AGM. The following is a summary of his report for 2008.
Guild membership is now 28, following the election of three more members this year. The increase is
mirrored, very pleasingly, in attendances at the Tuesday practices and Sunday service ringing.
Although membership of our Guild has shown an encouraging rise, Doubles and Minor methods have
remained at the forefront of our change-ringing activities during the year, with Triples and Major
methods given an airing when the necessary numbers and skills have been present. Caters and Royal
methods have been but a rare treat in 2008. In all our ringing endeavours we have been ably led by
our Tower Captain, Danny Phillips, and his Deputy, Lawrence Smith.
The bell ropes reached the end of their useful lives after 12 years plus of use in a
dramatic unravelling of the tenor sally when I was ringing it, much to the general
amusement of those present. Luckily the ten new ropes that had been on order for a
year arrived in October, the new tenor sally emulating the green of Norwich City
colours, and we now look forward to many years of trouble-free use.

The Guild has a programme of regular quarter peal attempts, and eight of these were successful in
2008. Most marked events on the church calendar but also included memorial quarters for past
President Shirley Drew, for Wendy Grey, wife of our Guild member Derick, and for Rev. Chris Walters,
vicar of our neighbouring parish in Buxton. We lost four attempts, including those on Remembrance
Sunday and Christmas Eve, but scored a quarter for the switching on of the towns Christmas lights. In
July we were hosts to members of the Royal Society of Cumberland Youths for a Peal of Yorkshire
Surprise Royal.
The social side of the Guild's activities extended this year to a well attended summer outing to the
west of the county and a dinner at a local restaurant in the autumn. These are now annual events and
revive a Guild tradition from many years ago.
The Guild sets great store by the importance of encouraging all to advance their ringing skills within
the warm ambience of a relaxed yet purposeful ringing chamber. There is a lot of mutual support and
good natured encouragement, to the betterment of the quality of the ringing from our belfry and to
the greater glory of God.
Keith Shaw
HETHERSETT
On March 1st Roy Wiles completed 40 years as Ringing Master. Immediately after the tower AGM, a
quarter peal of Plain Bob Minor was rung to commemorate this. See details below.
Hethersett bells are scheduled to go to Whitechapel Foundry, but at the moment the PCC is still
waiting for a faculty for this and other work. This includes major work on the church clock, whose
operation was recently automated. Radio Norfolk came to mark the event and Roy Wiles was
interviewed for the broadcast. The work was only done the day before, but all went well. Further
work will including refurbishing the mechanism, repainting the face and re-gilding the hands and
numerals. The bells will in action at least until September, so wedding ringing will not be disrupted.
Roy Wiles, Chimes Corner

QUARTERS NOTIFIED

Hethersett 1st March 2009, 1320 Plain Bob Minor with 6 and 8 covering: George Moore 1, Rachel
Mallett 2, Christopher Denmark 3, Mark Alexander 4, Mark Larner 5, Caroline Smith 6, Roy E Wiles (C)
7, Richard Powell 8. Composed in 1891 by Sam Moore, great grandfather of the treble ringer. Rung to
mark Roy Wiles' 40 years as Ringing Master at Hethersett.
Gimingham, 22nd March 2009, 1260 Grandsire Doubles: Chloe Guthrie 1, Tricia Francis 2, Jenny Forster
3, Aubrey Forster 4, Andrew Lubbock (C) 5. Rung for Mothering Sunday and to congratulate Chloe on
her Dorothy L Sayers Young Ringers award.
11th May 2009, 1260 Plain Bob Doubles: Barbara Lines 1, Steve Lines 2, Andrew Lubbock (C) 3, Barry
Goodliffe 4, Derick Grey 5. Birthday compliments to Matthew Armstrong (18), Steve Lines, Barry
Goodliffe and Derick Grey (75). 1st inside -2.
Southrepps, 12th April 2009, 1260 Grandsire Doubles: Jenny Forster 1, Tricia Francis 2, George
Riseborough 3, Andrew Lubbock 4, Matthew Armstrong (C) 5, Aubrey Forster 6. Rung for Easter and as
part of NDA Quarter Peal week.
Barton Turf, 21st April 2009, 1260 Plain Bob Minor: Maureen Gardiner 1, Jenny Forster 2, Aubrey
Forster 3, David Smith 4, Matthew Armstrong (C) 5, Andrew Lubbock 6. 1st Minor as conductor.
Scottow, 17th May 2009, 1260 Northrepps Doubles: Jenny Forster 1, Tricia Francis 2, Aubrey Forster 3,
Matthew Armstrong 4, Andrew Lubbock (C) 5, Derick Grey 6. Rung for Evensong and also Birthday
compliments to Matthew (18) and Derick (75).1st in variation for all.
Norwich, St. Peter Mancroft 28th May 2009, 1344 Bristol Surprise Maximus: 1: Nikki Thomas,
2: Patricia Hitchins, 3: David Brown, 4: Faith Pearce, 5: Simon Rudd ©, 6: Gillian Knox, 7: Ben Trent
8: Robert Harris, 9: Edward Westlake, 10: Steve Day, 11: Jon Spreadbury, 12: Richard Carter.
1st Quarter of Bristol Maximus ever rung in Norfolk by a Guild and Sunday Service Band
Saxthorpe, 6th June 2009 1272 Chester and Munden Surprise Minor: 1: Caroline Ridley, 2: Jon
Spreadbury, 3: Ben Trent, 4: Faith Pearce, 5: Richard Turk, 6: Edward Westlake (C)

Branch officers and committee for 2009
Chairman: John Mudd (St Peter Mancroft)
email: THP@care4free.net
Secretary: Gillian Page The Perch, Whitwell Road, Sparham, Norwich. NR9 5PW
tel 01362 688379 email: gillpage@f2s.com
Treasurer: Naomi Smith 61 Edinburgh Road, Norwich, NR2 3RL, 01603 629488,
email: naomianddavid@clara.co.uk
Ringing Master: Richard Turk 48 Peckover Road, Norwich, NR4 7BL
tel 01603 250867 email the_great_chd@hotmail.com
Committee: Theo Crowder, Steve Day, Phil Dentten, Maureen Gardiner, Tony Weston, Roy Wiles

Tower contact details – latest information
Please send updates and corrections to northernBranch@fastmail.fm
AYLSHAM - S. Michael & All Angels, Correspondent: Keith Shaw 01263 732462; aylshamtower@supanet.com
Tower website: www.aylshamtower.org.uk
BACTON - S. Andrew, Correspondent: Ian Witham 01692 650530
BUXTON - St. Andrew, Correspondent: Mrs Sue Folland 01603 279402
COLTISHALL – S. John the Baptist, Correspondent: Mrs. Audrey P Weston 01603 737269
CROMER - SS Peter & Paul, Correspondent: David Wakely 01263 825885
DRAYTON - S. Margaret, Correspondent: John Rant 01603 747564; bitzasoft@hotmail.com
ERPINGHAM – S. Mary, Correspondent: The Rev. Brian Faulkner; brian-faulkner@lineone.net
FELMINGHAM – S. Andrew, Correspondent: Mrs Helene Smith 01692 404284
GIMINGHAM – All Saints, Correspondent: Mrs B Taylor, tel 01263 834424
HETHERSETT – S. Remigius, Correspondent: Roy Wiles 01603 812049
HEVINGHAM – S, Mary V. & S. Botolph, Correspondent: June Clitheroe, june@gatestogrates.co.uk
HEYDON – SS Peter & Paul, Correspondent: E. V. Shipham 01263 587865
HOLT – S. Andrew, Correspondent: Theo Crowder 01263 710129
HONINGHAM – St Andrew, Correspondent: G. E. Smith 01603 880309
HORSHAM S. FAITH – SS Andrew & Mary, Correspondent: Mrs. L Holness 01603 898801; peter@holness.net
INTWOOD – All Saints, Correspondent: Dr. M.L. Parker, 01603 811330
KETTERINGHAM – S. Peter, Correspondent: Dr. M.L. Parker, 01603 811330
KNAPTON – SS Peter & Paul, Correspondent: A. J. Lubbock 01263 722929
LAMMAS - St Andrew, Correspondent: Don MacKenzie Tel: 01603 279248; donmac2@btinternet.com
LYNG – S.Margaret, Correspondent: Mrs. Shirley Broad 01603 872234
MARSHAM – All Saints, Temporary Correspondent: Keith Shaw 01263 732462
MATTISHALL – All Saints, Tower Captain & Correspondent: Mrs. I. Coe 01362 858657
NORTH REPPS – S.Mary the Virgin, Correspondent: Mrs. Jill Breeze 01263 579699
NORWICH – All Saints Centre, Correspondent: Richard Turk 01603 250867
NORWICH – S. George, Colegate Correspondent: Ms. Barbara Mesney 01603 622138
NORWICH – S. Giles-on-the-Hill, Correspondent: Mrs. Naomi Smith 01603 629488
Tower website www.stgilesnorwich.org.uk
NORWICH – S Michael Coslany, Correspondent Alan Spreadbury
NORWICH – S. Peter Mancroft, Correspondent: Richard Turk 01603 250867
PASTON – S. Margaret, Correspondent: Mrs. A Digby 01263 720616
REYMERSTON – S. Peter, Correspondent: B. Taylor 01362 850423
Tower website: http://freespace.virgin.net/reymerston.ringers
SALLE – SS. Peter & Paul, Correspondent: Mr. J. Booth, 50 Bircham Rd. Reepham, Norwich. NR10 4NQ
SAXTHORPE – St Andrew, Correspondent: CJR Tyndall, 01263 584103
SCOTTOW – All Saints, Correspondent: The Rev. A R Long, The Vicarage, Worstead, N Walsham NR28 9SE
SHIPDHAM – All Saints, Correspondent: Peter Woodcock 01362 695486
SOUTH REPPS – S. James, Correspondent: Mrs B Taylor, tel 01263 834424
STRATTON STRAWLESS – S.Margaret, Correspondent: Mrs. C. Monk 01603 897821
WESTON LONGVILLE – All Saints, Correspondent: Michael G. Clements 01603 261761
WIVETON – S. Mary, Correspondent: Miss Anna Welbourne 01263 740569
WYMONDHAM - S. Mary & S. Thomas, Correspondent: Hayden Charles 01953 603943 hcharles@grandsire.co.uk
Website: www.wymondhambells.org.uk
YAXHAM – S Peter, Correspondent Roger Vincent, 01362 692147

