News Sheet of the Northern Branch
Issue No.23
Winter 2005
BRANCH WEB SITE : http://mysite.freeserve.com/northernbranch/index.html
WELCOME TO THE FOURTH ISSUE IN THE NEW E-MAIL FORMAT
OF OUR QUARTERLY NEWS SHEET
TOWER CORRESPONDENTS ARE ASKED TO PRINT OFF A COPY (or copies)
FOR DISTRIBUTION TO THE LOCAL MEMBERSHIP
Branch Programme for 2005
Saturday, 5th February
Saturday, 12th February
Saturday, 5th March
Saturday, 12th March
27th March to 3rd April
Saturday, 9th April
Saturday, 7th May
Monday, 30th May
Saturday, 11th June
Saturday, 9th July
Saturday in August
Saturday, 10th September
Saturday, 24th September
Saturday, 1st October
Saturday, 8th October
Friday, 21st October
Saturday, 6th November
Saturday, 12th November
Saturday, 10th December

ASSOCIATION STANDING COMMITTEE MEETING
BRANCH PRACTICE at WROXHAM - 14.00 h.
ASSOCIATION TRAINING DAY at HETHERSETT
QUARTERLY MEETING at COSTESSEY & WESTON
LONGVILLE 15.00 h.
ASSOCIATION QUARTER PEAL WEEK
BRANCH PRACTICE at SALLE - 19.00 h.
ASSOCIATION AGM - NORTH REPPS
BRANCH OUTING - To be arranged
BRANCH PRACTICE at WIVETON - 19.00 h.
BRANCH PRACTICE at INTWOOD & KETTERINGHAM
19.00 h.
JOINT PRACTICE with Southern Branch as Hosts.
BRANCH PRACTICE at MARSHAM* - 19.00 h.
NDA STRIKING COMPETITION - Southern Branch
ASSOCIATION STANDING COMMITTEE MEETING
TRAINING DAY in NORWICH
TRAFALGAR DAY
ASSOCIATION ‘SONGS OF PRAISE’ - Eastern Branch
BRANCH ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING at COLTISHALL
followed by a BEETLE DRIVE
BRANCH PRACTICE at AYLSHAM* - 14.00 h.
* = Venues to be confirmed

[See below for more details of the more immediate events]
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Editorial
When I read of the worthy goals achieved by so many of the competent members of our wider brotherhood
of ringers, I realise how my own humble efforts pale into insignificance. Nevertheless, I find that for me, one of the
delights of bell ringing is the setting of personal targets with the associated sense of satisfaction as each, in turn, is
achieved. Tower grabbing is not top of my own list of ‘must dos’ in my ringing life, but early in December I walked
away from Belper Parish Church in Derbyshire, where I had been ringing with the RAF Guild, with a slight grin of
satisfaction on my face. It was the 150th tower I had ‘grabbed’ since I had taken up bellringing in the mid eighties.
What was particularly satisfying to me was that through ringing in these 150 towers I had visited interesting towns,
villages and churches, the existence of many of which, hitherto, I had been unaware. Even more importantly, I had
met a wonderful mix of characterful folk of all ages and from all walks of life. I cannot but help pondering what the
next 150 towers will bring?
Aware of my campanological interests, an old school friend recently sent me a pamphlet giving details of the
bells of the Parish Church of S. Modwen, Burton-on-Trent, the town of my birth and upbringing. In other
circumstances this would have made an interesting and ideal addition to our series, “The Tower in the Spotlight”, but
of course it is well outside the bounds of our remit. Nevertheless, some may find the extract I have reproduced in this
issue under the heading ‘En Passant’ of interest, for it clearly shows that matters of Health and Safety were not only
the concern of modern society but also for those in positions of responsibility in the early eighteenth century, though I
doubt if litigation would have been pursued with such fervor in those days as it seems to be in the 21st century.
Speaking of Health and Safety, the local band, together with the regular ringing visitors, will be only too
aware that it is these issues that are keeping them out of the ringing chamber at Aylsham at this time. The lifting and
relaying of the floor slabs at the west end of the church, an exercise that has been going on since just after Michaelmas
and is likely to continue at least until Easter, apparently makes it hazardous to walk the twelve feet or so twixt the
west door entrance to the church and the belfry door, and so access is barred to all. I must say that on the two
occasions I have been given special permission to make this apparently dangerous perambulation, in order to make
adjustments to the church clock, I could spot no real source of danger as I trod the firm earth floor revealed under the
raised slabs. But there! I am but an amateur in these things and marvel that I have lived for seven decades without
serious injury in the ever potentially hazardous environment in which I have worked, played and travelled. Of course,
we all look forward to the benefits that the building works at Aylsham will bring, not least to ringers’ comforts, but it
is particularly sad that the bells have had to remain silent at this time of year when their joyful sound is for many the
only reminder that Christmas is about more than lights and tinsel, turkey and mince pies - and the telly.
So we look forward to a new year, and doubtless many of you will already have given it a flying start by
‘ringing it in’ one way or another. Our Northern Branch Calendar, set out on page 1, shows that there is plenty in
which ringers of all ability levels can take part. Now may be a good time to earmark an event that perhaps you have
not taken part in before - the Striking Competition perhaps, or even just attending the AGM! I shall certainly be
looking to celebrate with some special ringing the 200th anniversary of the Battle of Trafalgar, but whatever you
choose to do, a very happy 2005 to you all.
Spa Croft, 1st January, 2005
BRANCH OFFICERS & COMMITTEE for 2005
Chairman:
Secretary &:
Treasurer
Ringing Master:

Committee Members:

Dr. Maureen Gardiner [Cromer] 12, The Boulevard, Sheringham, Norfolk. NR26 8LJ
01263 825779 E-mail: maureen_gardiner@fastmail.fm
Rebecca L. Simpson [Norwich St George,]
1, Damian Elton Court, Rose Yard, St. Augustine's St., Norwich, NR3 3BY,
01603 620430, E-mail: JMVD@ueasociety.org.uk
Jonathan Dickenson [Norwich All Saints]
1, Damian Elton Court, Rose Yard, St. Augustine's St., Norwich, NR3 3BY,
01603 620430, E-mail: JMVD@ueasociety.org.uk
Vanessa Bate, Norwich, Mancroft
Steve Day, Norwich St George
Tony Weston, Coltishall
Roy Wiles, Hethersett

Standing Committee:
Representatives

Naomi Greenwood, Norwich St. Giles

Soundbow Editor:

Keith L.Shaw [Aylsham] Spa Croft, Hungate Lane, Aylsham, Norfolk. NR11 6UX
01263 732462 Mobile: 07801 186159. E-mail: aylshamtower@supanet.com
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David Smith, Salle

NORTHERN BRANCH NEWS - REPORTS ON RECENT MEETINGS
BRANCH PRACTICE at MATTISHALL - Saturday, 9th October, 2004
A fair turnout for this evening practice, and apologies for those who arrived at 4pm due to a printing error. Despite
this, the practice was attended by all abilities, and catered for by the ringing master. We rang from Call Changes,
through to Bob Minor, and the more advanced rang Cambridge, London and Norwich, on this fine majestic 6. Thanks
to the local ringers for letting us ring, and we were proud to be some of the first ringers on the newly laid floor!
JOINT BRANCH 10-BELL PRACTICE at WYMONDHAM - Sat., 30th Oct, 2004
At least 30 people from both the Northern and Southern Branches were at the Abbey for the first in a trial of joint
practices. It was good to see the ringers from both branches socialising, and ringing on the fine ten, a first for some
people, as the Southern Branch do not have a tower with 10 bells. Despite this all 10 bells were kept ringing all night,
ringing Call Changes, Bob Caters, Stedman Caters, Grandsire Caters, Little Bob Royal, and Cambridge and Yorkshire
Surprise. Many thanks to all who turned up, and we will try another joined practice soon!
BRANCH A.G.M. NORWICH - S.George/Coslany/S.Giles. - Sat.13th Nov. ’04.
Some twenty-five Members found their way on a damp November afternoon to Norwich's tallest towered parish
church of S. Giles-on-the-Hill to worship at the Branch Service, to enjoy an exceptionally delicious and healthy
Ringers' Tea, and to take part in the Branch Annual General Meeting. Before then, most had enjoyed call changes,
courses or touches on the bells of the neighboring churches of S. George, Colegate, and S. Michael-at-Coslany, and
many stayed on after the AGM similarly to enjoy S. Giles's fine eight, shortly to be refurbished.
In the absence of a resident incumbent, Naomi Greenwood and David Smith, on whose shoulders much of the burden
of the organisation of the meeting had fallen, conscripted the help of a retired priest and member of the local
congregation, Rev. Gillian Ireson, to lead the service, for which thanks were expressed by the Chairman later in the
meeting. There followed the excellent tea already referred to above, the fine fayre and hot drinks providing a
welcoming warming cushion from the chilly interior of S. Giles's large 14th century nave.
Minutes of the AGM should have been circulated separately by the time this is published, but the main features
included an appraisal of the past year by the Chairman, Steve Day, and a a valedictory report from the Secretary and
Treasurer, Roger Broadest. Both stood down at this meeting, and both were thanked for their outstanding
contributions to the running of the Northern Branch in an eloquent and most fitting speech from the floor by David
Smith. The retiring chairman closed the meeting with good wishes to his own successor, Maureen Gardiner, and to the
new Secretary and Treasurer, Beccy Simpson.
K.L.S
ASSOCIATION "SONGS of PRAISE" - HOLT - Saturday, 11th December, 2004
It was most pleasing to find so many ringers and friends turning up at Holt Parish Church for the Association’s annual
“Songs of Praise” service. Perhaps it was the fine December weather and the knowledge that the town’s Christmas
lights have been a major source of attraction to visitors for several years now that brought a hundred or so ringers and
friends from all over the Diocese to take part in this memorable event.
Prior to the service, many ringers took advantage of Holt’s fine ring of eight, with Branch Ringing Master, Jonathan
Dickenson, calling for touches of Triples and courses of Major interspersed with Rounds and Call Changes.
Sub-titled “A Celebration of Advent”, the service gave opportunities to join in the singing of some of that great wealth
of Advent hymns and carols as well as a selection from our own repertoire of ringers’ hymns. There was the usual
impressively satisfying and uninhibited singing from our Members.
There were seasonal readings, both sacred and secular, our President, Peter Adcock, being the first at the lectern to be
followed at intervals by Branch Representatives - Owen Needham (Blofield) for the East, Judy Howard (Watton) for
the West and Ted Curson (Bressingham) for the South who read that thought-provoking ‘Advent ‘ poem by John
Betjeman. Our own Northern Branch was represented by Lawrence Smith (Aylsham) reading the atmospheric ‘The
Coming of the Cold’ by Theodore Roethke.
The service was conducted by the Rector of Holt, Father Howard Stoker, who preached a succinct but most effective
sermon linking the ‘Advent’ theme of the first part with that of ‘Time’ in the second. Association Member and layreader, Gail Hodgkinson (Dickleburgh), led the Intercessions and the service was further enhanced by the presence of
the Parish Church Choir which made its own appropriate choral contributions from time to time under the direction of
Choirmaster, David Cooper. A highlight of the afternoon was the delightful solo singing of eight year old Isabella
Buckingham of the neighboring Gresham’s Pre-preparatory School, who warmed the hearts of all present with her
rendering of Away in a Manger. The organist was Keith Shaw.
After the service, local ringers and helpers, led by Theo Crowder, provided tea and cakes in the church hall, during
which thanks were expressed to all who had been involved in the events of the afternoon. Before heading for home,
many ringers and friends took advantage of the occasion to stroll down the High Street and take a leisurely look at the
most impressive display of Christmas lights.
Next year, the ‘Songs of Praise’ is to be hosted by the Eastern Branch at Barton Turf Parish Church. on 6th
November. Make sure you get this date into your diary now.
K.L.S.
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FUTURE EVENTS
This Quarter: BRANCH PRACTICE on Saturday, 12th February:
Meet at WROXHAM Parish Church (6 bells - 9½ cwt.) at 14.30 hrs.
QUARTERLY MEETING on Saturday, 12th March,
Meet at COSTESSEY Parish Church (5 bells - 11½ cwt.) 15.00 hrs.
Service at WESTON LONGVILLE 16.30 hrs, followed by tea and ringing at Weston Longville
(6 bells - 10½ cwt.) Names for tea to Branch Secretary, please, by 8th March.
Next Quarter: Our Northern Branch is hosting the NORWICH DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION ANNUAL
GENERAL MEETING this year. This is being planned to take place at NORTH REPPS on Saturday, 7th May. There
will be ringing from 13.00 hours in local towers, to be arranged, with the Association Service commencing at 15.00
hrs. The Business Meeting will begin at 16.00 hrs. in the village hall, and this will be followed by tea. There will be
evening ringing at a venue to be decided. All these arrangements are subject to confirmation and full details will be
published in the next edition of Soundbow on 1st April.

MEMBERS ACHIEVEMENTS
CONGRATULATIONS to:
Gill Rant who, on 24th September at Drayton, rang her first quarter peal inside;
Alan Bason who, on 15th August at Holt, S. Andrew, rang in his first quarter peal;
Andrew Lubbock who, on 31st October at Gimmingham, conducted his first quarter peal of Stedman.

PEALS ON OUR PATCH
REYMERSTON - S. Peter.
On Wednesday, 10th November, a Peal of 5040 changes of Minor (seven methods - Kent TB, Oxford TB,
Cambridge Surprise, Norwich Surprise, St Clements Bob, Double Oxford Bob and Plain Bob) was rung in two hours
36 minutes. The Peal was rung at the request of the Parochial Church Council to celebrate the 40th anniversary of the
Barnham Broom Group of Parishes and also as a farewell to Canon Cathy Milford, who has been a good friend to
Reymerston Ringers over the years and has just retired toYorkshire.
The ringers were:
Michael Peters 1. Peter Adcock 2. Teresa Doggett 3.
Stephen High 4. Keith Tinsey 5. Richard Carter (C) 6.

AROUND OUR TOWERS
AYLSHAM - S. Michael & All Angels Correspondent: Keith Shaw. 01263 732462
Tower Web site: www.aylshamtower.org.com
Ringing Times: ALL RINGING SUSPENDED due to extensive alterations at the West End of the church making the
ringing chamber inaccessible.
The Annual General Meeting of St. Michael's Guild of Ringers will take place at Spa Croft, Hungate Lane,
Aylsham, on Monday, 17th January, 2005, commencing at 19.30 hrs.
The Annual Dinner of St. Michael's Guild of Ringers was held on Saturday, 6th November last, once again at
Bramley's Restaurant just outside the church gate in the Market Place. Sixteen members assembled to enjoy a
splendid three course meal. With ringing meetings at St. Michael's suspended at this time, members took advantage of
the occasion to catch up on news and pass on ringing information. After the meal, the Secretary, the Deputy Tower
Captain and one Member gave brief addresses to the assembled company.
St. Michael's Patronal Festival was celebrated this year on Sunday, 3rd October, so by recent tradition a peal on the
ten was attempted. ‘Go Grandsire Caters’ was called shortly after noon for the first attempt, which came to grief after
about 20 minutes. The second attempt lasted 1hr. 38 minutes before ‘stand’ was called when another muddle
developed. Strangely enough, this was almost a carbon copy of last year’s attempt when Grandsire Caters was stopped
after about 1hr. 45 mins (and that was after a 20 minute false start too!). However, there was some consolation for the
ringers, for there was some excellent striking in the first hour, and we hope St. Michael and the Aylsham folk were
pleased with what they heard. Special thanks are due to David McClean for coming all the way from Lowestoft to try
to keep us in order, and commiseration's to Peter Davison on the Tenor - it was his second peal attempt, the first being
the same occasion last year!
A Quarter Peal of 1260 changes of Plain Bob Caters was rung on Sunday, 10th October, 2004, prior to the parish
'Songs of Praise' service. The ringers were Keith Shaw 1, Theo Crowder 2, Faith Pearce 3, Beccy Simpson 4,
Lawrence Smith 5, Maureen Gardiner 6, Steve Upton 7, Adam Beer 8, Jonathan Dickenson[C] 9, Roger Broadest 10.

PDF created with pdfFactory trial version www.pdffactory.com

COLTISHALL - St. John the Baptist - Correspondent: Mrs. A Weston. 01603 737269
On Saturday, 25th September, the third Church Tower Open Day was held. The day went well despite the weather
turning a bit dull and wet in the afternoon. There was a steady flow of visitors, many braving the climb to the top to
enjoy the lovely view. Once again, there was a range of tasty refreshments for all to sample, and thanks were
expressed to all who made the day possible.
On Wednesday, 29th September, 2004, a Quarter Peal of 1320 changes of Plain Bob Doubles was rung celebrating
the Golden Wedding of Prim and Jeff Williams of Coltishall, who were married at this same church in 1954. The
ringers were Harvey Meadows 1, Keith Shaw 2, Michael Sheldon 3, Tony Weston 4, Jonathan Dickenson[C] 5, Pat
Patrick 6. Pat, who came to Norfolk for the celebrations from Wiltshire, was best man at the wedding 50 years ago.
After the Quarter, the ringers were invited to satisfy their hunger pangs and slake their thirst at the celebration party
just down the road from the church where the other guests had been enjoying the ringing.
DRAYTON - S. Margaret - Correspondent: Michael Roberts. 01603 754237
On Friday, 24th September, 2004, a Quarter Peal of 1260 changes of Plain Bob Doubles was rung with Matthew
Clements 1, Gill Rant 2, Mike Roberts 3, Mike Clements 4, Bob Walker[C] 5, David Roberts 6. This was Gill's first
quarter peal inside.
ERPINGHAM - S. Mary - Correspondent: David Davison. 01263 761560
A Quarter Peal of 1260 changes of York Surprise Minor was rung on Sunday, 7th November, 2004, before
Morning Service. The band was Keith Shaw 1, Lorraine Marks 2, Maureen Gardiner 3, Daniel Phillips 4, Lawrence
Smith 5, David Brown[C] 6.
On the first Sunday of each month there is usually a Quarter Peal attempt at 08.30 h. [contact Lawrence Smith.
01263 734499].
GIMINGHAM - All Saints - Correspondent: Derick Grey 01692 405138
On Sunday, 31st October, 2004, a Quarter Peal of 1260 changes of Stedman Doubles was rung for All Saints with
Daniel Sayer 1, Andrew Lubbock (C) 2, Jenny Forster 3, Aubrey Forster 4, Derick Grey 5. This was Andrew’s first
Stedman as conductor.
HETHERSETT - S. Remigius - Correspondent: Roy Wiles 01603 812049
HEYDON - Ss. Peter & Paul - Correspondent: E. V. Shipham 01263 587865
HOLT - S. Andrew - Correspondent: Mrs. S. Goodman, 01263 741129
On Sunday, 15th August, 2004, a Quarter Peal of 1260 Plain Bob Doubles was rung on the Feast of the Assumption
and on the visitation of the Archdeacon. The band comprised Alan Bason 1, Theo Crowder 2, Anna Welbourne 3,
Andrew Lubbock[C] 4, David Clarke 5, Lorraine Marks 6. This Quarter also celebrated the 70th birthday of David
Hines, a server at this church, and the [unspecified] birthday of Theo. It was Alan's first quarter peal.
Ringers' Outing: The Holt Band of Ringers decided to have an outing this year and on Saturday, 2nd October,
eleven of us met at East Raynham Church on a very pleasant autumn morning. The church here is set in beautiful
parkland and the eight bells are a delight to ring in the wonderful light and airy tower. With the help of our more
experienced ringers we were able to have a very good practice before moving on to The Crown at Colkirk where we
had booked lunch.
Following a convivial light lunch we drove on to Gressenhall Church for an afternoon ring. Here again, the bells were
very easy to handle and we were able to produce some reasonable sounds. Thanks went to all of the helpers and the
organiser for such an enjoyable day. Let's hope this will be an annual event.
On Saturday, 30th October, 2004, a Quarter Peal of 1260 Grandsire Triples was rung by Anna Welbourne 1,
Daniel Phillips 2, Rebecca Simpson 3, Theo Crowder 4, Derick Grey 5, Lawrence Smith 6, Jonathan Dickenson[C] 7,
Roger Broadest 8. This was in celebration of the 850th anniversary of S. Giles Church, South Mimms, where Theo
was Tower Captain and Churchwarden before moving to Norfolk. It was Jonathan's first time in the method as
conductor.
INTWOOD - All Saints - Correspondent: Dr. L. M. Parker, 01603 811330
KNAPTON - S.S. Peter & Paul - Correspondent: A. J. Lubbock - 01263 722929
On Sunday, 10th October, 2004, a Quarter Peal of 1260 April Day Doubles was rung for Evensong with Daniel
Sayer 1, Louise Sayer 2, Barry Goodliffe 3, Andrew Lubbock (C) 4, Roger Broadest 5, George Riseborough 6. This
was the first in the variation for Louise, Barry and Roger.
On Sunday, 14th November, 2004, a Quarter Peal of 1260 Grandsire Doubles was rung half-muffled prior to the
Service of Remembrance. The ringers comprised Louise Sayer 1, Andrew Lubbock (C) 2, Barry Goodliffe 3, Daniel
Sayer 4, Roger Broadest 5, Marc Goodliffe 6. This was Andrew’s 75th quarter peal on theses bells.
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MARSHAM - All Saints - Correspondent: John Wallman [Churchwarden] 01263 735977
Ringing Times - all subject to confirmation [  01263 732462]: Sunday Service - 10.45 to 11.15 h. Practices on 2nd
Tuesday.
The parish is without an incumbent at present and the key to the church rests with the Churchwarden, John Wallman,
at 27, Wathen Way, Marsham. The new Rector is to be installed on Tuesday, 25th January next when a Quarter Peal
of Plain Bob Major will be attempted.
MATTISHALL - All Saints - Correspondent: Mrs. I. Coe - 01362 838657
NORTHREPPS - S.Mary the Virgin Correspondent: Mrs. Jill Breeze - 01263 579699
Ringing Times: Practice on 1st Tuesday, subject to confirmation  01263 825779
The Hastings stay on No.5 was replaced in time for Christmas ringing following a learner’s mishap at the beginning
of December. Thanks go to Peter Breeze and Derick Grey for this repair.
NORWICH - All Saints Correspondent: Jonathan Dickenson - 0 1603 620430
NORWICH - S.Giles-on-the-Hill Correspondent: Miss Naomi Greenwood 01603 629488
The Standing Committee has agreed to make a grant of £2000 from the Bell Restoration Fund towards the cost of the
work to be done on the bells at St. Giles. This includes the changing of the headstock on the seventh, the overhaul of
the clappers and staples and renewing of main bearings and supporting bolts of the third, fourth, fifth and sixth, the
renewal of runner boards, the weatherproofing of the metalwork and the renewing of the chime hammer on the sixth.
NORWICH - S. Peter Mancroft Correspondent: Mrs. M. P. Cubitt 01603 453538
On Sunday, 24th October, 2004, a Quarter Peal of 1253 changes of Stedman Cinques was rung for Evensong by
members of the Mancroft Guild. The band comprised Thomas Roast 1, Nikki Thomas 2, Mo Cubitt 3, Gill Knox 4,
David Brown[C] 5, David Cubitt 6, Martin Cubitt 7, Robert Harris 8, Michael Clements 9, Michael Roberts 10,
Richard Carter 11, Neil Thomas 12.
PASTON - S. Margaret Correspondent: Mrs. A Digby 01263 720616
REYMERSTON - S. Peter Correspondent: B. Taylor 01362 850423
Reymerston Ringers go online! Chris Brown has put together a website for the band at St Peter's as part of his
studies at Attleborough High School. He was set the challenge of creating a site, and, when thinking about a suitable
subject on which to base it, he came up with the Ringers. Chris has already included various information about the
tower and band and will be updating it with news of the Ringers' activities. You can find the site at
http://freespace.virgin.net/reymerston.ringers
National Lottery Celebrations. Reymerston Ringers joined celebrations to mark the tenth anniversary of the
National Lottery. The bells at St Peter's Church benefited to the tune of about £19,000 from the lottery fund set up
especially to encourage teams across the country to ring in the new millennium on church bells. That grant helped the
ringers to realise a dream to restore and rehang their ring of five and add a new treble to the tower in good time for the
mass ring on 1st January, 2000. On Saturday, 6th November, 2004, which had been designated National Lottery Day,
a Quarter Peal of 1260 changes of Grandsire and Plain Bob Doubles was rung by: 1 Barry Taylor, 2 Anne Wood,
3 Stephen High (C), 4 Mark Tweedie, 5 Michael Peters, and 6 Peter Wood.
On Monday, 27th September, 2004, a Quarter Peal of 1260 changes of Grandsire Doubles was rung by Peter Wood
1, Anne Wood 2, Mark Tweedie 3, Stephen High (C) 4, Michael Peters 5, Chris Brown 6. This was first in the method
for Mark.
A Quarter Peal of 1260 Plain Bob Doubles was rung on Friday, 19th November, 2004, to coincide with the wedding
on the Caribbean island of St Lucia of Reymerston Ringers Michael and Sharon Peters. Taking part were Rachel
Jackson 1, Stephen High (C) 2, Bethany Doggett 3, Teresa Doggett 4, Peter Woodcock 5 and Chris Brown 6.
On Wednesday, 1st December 2004, a Quarter Peal of 1320 Plain Bob Minor was rung by Anne Wood 1, Stephen
High (C) 2, Peter Wood 3, Teresa Doggett 4, Michael Peters 5, Keith Tinsey 6. This was Peter’s first time inside in
this method..
On Wednesday, 15th December 15, 2004, a Quarter Peal of 1440 changes of spliced Kent and Oxford Treble Bob (no
bobs) was rung by Rachel Jackson 1, Peter Adcock 2, Bethany Doggett 3, Stephen High (C) 4, Teresa Doggett 5,
Keith Tinsey 6. This was a first touch of spliced for Bethany
SALLE - Ss. Peter & Paul Correspondent: Mr. Booth, 50 Bircham Rd. Reepham, Norwich. NR10 4NQ
On 9th October, 2004, a Quarter peal of 1260 changes of Grandsire Triples was rung half-muffled in memory of
Ben Stimpson. The band comprised Kris Harper 1, Andrew Lubbock 2, Faith Pearce 3, Naomi Greenwood 4, Dawn
Pullan 5, Martin Howe 6, David Smith (C) 7, Roy Smith 8. This was Dawn’s first quarter in the method and the 25th
quarter together for Kris and Andrew.
SOUTHREPPS - S. James Correspondent: Derick Grey 01692 405138
On Sunday, 14th November, 2004, a Quarter Peal of 1260 changes of Grandsire Doubles was rung half-muffled for
Remembrance Day with Tricia Francis 1, Jenny Forster 2, Andrew Lubbock (C) 3, Aubrey Forster 4, Daniel Sayer 5,
Derick Grey 6.
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THE TOWER IN THE SPOTLIGHT
S. Mary the Virgin – Tunstead
This current series in Soundbow focuses on a ringing tower in the Northern Branch. In this issue, Paul Cattermole's
report of January, 1992 to the Parochial Church Council prior to the restoration of Tunstead's bells has provided an
interesting and comprehensive look at this historic ring of eight.
The earliest record of the Tunstead bells is in 1552 when Edward VI's commissioners reported that there were three
bells in the steeple weighing 7 cwt., 10 cwt. and 13 cwt. They had probably been increased to five long before 1703
when the next documentary evidence is available. In this we learn that four bells were recast, and that there was
surplus metal because the new-cast bells were lighter than the old ones. There is documentary evidence to the effect
that these bells were probably cast at Blakeney. An older bell was spliced in at this time and new wheels made to
make up a ring of five.
The Reverend George Hemington Harris came to Tunstead as Vicar in 1863; and found the tower and bells in a state
of decay and dereliction. From his obituary notice in the Annual Report of the Norwich Diocesan Association of
Ringers of 1883, we learn that two bells were recast in 1874 and of the rehanging of all five bells in a new frame
designed for six bells. Soon after the opening in October, 1874, the fourth bell was found to be cracked; and was
recast in 1875. Once the bells were in ringing order, he began training the local ringers in earnest; and they rang their
first 120 Grandsire Doubles in June 1876 on the ring of five. Mr. Harris was helped to make progress in ringing by the
Mancroft ringers; and was one of the prime movers in the founding of the NDA in 1877. In 1878, two trebles were
added to the six already in the tower by then, given by Harris.
After Harris's untimely death, following a fall from his bicycle, ringing continued to thrive at Tunstead and two of the
ringers, the Misses V. A. and B. E. Gower, became the first female members of the Association in 1896. A total of
seven peals on the bells is recorded, all of them of Major, and all rung at a leisurely pace. It would appear that there
was little full circle ringing at Tunstead after the First World War, and the bells were declared unringable for at least
60 years.
During the early part of the 1990s, the decision was taken to restore the bells to ringing condition. To assist in this
restoration, 19 tie rods, some 6ft. long, were fitted to stabilize the frame. The bells were then restored in the order of 3,
4, 5, 6 and 7 - these being the original five. The two oldest bells (4 & 5) were quarter turned. The tenor was next in
line with the two trebles, which have the patent "Redenhall" clappers, eventually making up the eight. This was all
made possible by obtaining second-hand bell gear from St. Albans. The project took six years to complete. The
restored eight were rung for the first time on 4th December, 1997. The bells are now rung once a month for service
and also for weddings and special occasions.

Towers previously featured in 'Tower in the Spotlight' series:
Norwich, St Giles – Autumn ‘04
Erpingham, St Mary – Summer ‘04
Drayton, S. Margaret - Spring '04
Salle, S.S. Peter & Paul - Winter '03
Lyng, S. Margaret - Autumn '03
Cromer, SS. Peter & Paul - Summer '03
Coltishall, S.John Baptist - Spring '03
Norwich.,S.George,Colegate - Winter '02
Sparham, S. Mary - Autumn '02
Holt, S. Andrew - Summer '02
Reymerston, S.Peter - Spring '02
Dereham, S.Nicholas - Winter '01
Wymondham Abbey - Autumn '01
Knapton, SS.Peter & Paul - Summer '01
If you would like your tower to be featured in the Tower in the Spotlight series, please contact the Editor
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Dear Keith,
Just two points that may interest Soundbow readers from my recent ringing holiday in South Africa. In the tower of
Woodstock (Cape Town) there was an NDA Membership Certificate to one Harry Baker dated 1892.
Secondly, in the tower at Parktown (Johannesburg) there was a peal board with Nolan Golden's name on. It also had
Pat Cannon's name. We think that this was probably Pat Cannon's last peal before he was killed in a motor accident.
Theo Crowder - Holt.
Dear Keith
As I was unable to attend the Branch A.G.M. held in Norwich recently, I would like to take this opportunity firstly to
add my thanks to those given at the meeting to our outgoing secretary Roger Broadest, for the excellent job he has
done for the last five years.
Secondly, I would like to congratulate Alan Bason (Holt) for successfully ringing his first Quarter Peal in August, this
after only 10 months of learning to ring, a great achievement and reward for the all the hard work he has put in.
Andrew Lubbock - Knapton

A Spooky Story for the New Year:
was planned for this edition, but time has beaten the editorial staff and it must now wait for the spring issue.

Norwich Diocesan Association of Ringers
News and Reports
ASSOCIATION LIBRARY
Paul Cattermole, the Association Librarian, has reported that the Association's Library has now been transferred to the
new Studies Centre at Norwich Cathedral. Our thanks are due to Hayden Charles for his oversight of the book
collection whilst it has been in his care in the ringing chamber at Wymondham Abbey. The collection is currently
being collated but will shortly be fully accessible to Members.
TRAFALGAR 200 - Trafalgar Day, 21st October, 2005
It has been proposed that, in view of Nelson's Norfolk origins and historical connections, it would be appropriate to
arrange peal ringing for the celebrations of the 200th anniversary of the Battle of Trafalgar on Friday, 21st October,
2005. It would provide an opportunity to publicise ringing, as a calendar of events for the County was being
maintained on a web-site run by the Norfolk Organising Committee. To this end an Association Peal Week has been
declared by the Standing Committee to run from Saturday, 15th to Saturday, 22nd October, 2005.
The Church Bells of Norfolk - Volume 5
Paul Cattermole has been continuing his tireless research into the towers and bells of the Norwich Diocese and his
fifth volume in the series The Church Bells of Norfolk is to be published by the Golden Bell Press hopefully in time
for Easter. This latest volume, which in size and design will match the previous books in the series, should be of
particular interest to Northern Branch Members since it deals with the ringing towers within the City of Norwich. The
cost of the volume has to be finalised, but should turn out around £3.50. As usual, distribution of the book will be
from the Golden Bell Press Office at Spa Croft and anyone seeking a copy 'hot off the press', or indeed any of the
previous volumes, should let the Editor know.
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En Passant - from the Editor’s desk
The bells of the Parish Church of S. Modwen, Burton-on-Trent in Staffordshire, were hung in the new church and
rung for the first time in 1726. The Minister and Churchwardens of the time, obviously and understandably proud of
their acquisition of a fine ring of eight*, had the following rules painted on the walls of the ringing chamber:
“We the Minister Churchwardens & other inhabitants of the Town and Parish of Burton Assembled in a legal Vestry
publickly called for the purpose on the Lords Day past and held this 22nd day of January in the year of our Lord 1726
have agreed to the following Rules and Orders:
“1st We order that no Boys be at any time admitted to ring or come into the Belfry or Steeple.
“2nd That no persons under pretence of learning to ring shall be permitted the use of the Bells, unless a known
qualified Ringer is present to instruct them.
“3rd That the Clerk or Sexton do always attend at the time of ringing to see the due observance of these orders.
4th That neither the Clerk nor the Sexton deliver their Keys without the consent of the Minister or Church Wardens.
“5th That no person shall ring the Bell for prayers above Sally height.
6th That no person whatever be suffered to ring or remain in the Belfry or Steeple after the hour of Ten at night,
without leave from the Minister, or Churchwardens.
“7th That the Sexton do always attend to ring the Sermon Bell and chime for Divine Service in due time, and that
immediately when the chiming is over the said Sexton do put all persons out of the Belfry and lock up the doors, and
that the Sexton do carefully observe these orders; the Ringing for Divine Service on the Lords day to be as follows,
the Treble at seven o’clock in the Morning for one quarter of an hour only at Sally height, two Bells at eight o’clock at
Sally height, at half an hour past nine the Sermon Bell for a quarter of an hour: then all the Bells to be struck about
and then chimed, and that done when the Minister enters the Church, to ring out the little Bell Sally height, for two or
three minutes only.
William Brown. Minister
John Shorthose. Thomas Beele. Church Wardens
* Six bells were cast, by Abraham Rudhall of Gloucester, from the metal of the old five from the derelict
Abbey Church next door and two new trebles were purchased.

The Editor is grateful to all those who have contributed in any way to this edition of Soundbow, especially, this
quarter: Roger Broadest, Andrew Lubbock, Michael Roberts, David Smith, Lawrence Smith, Mark Tweedie
The 2005 Spring Edition of Soundbow will be published on 1st April. Articles and letters for publication, news from
towers and of ringers, peals and quarter peals for inclusion, and all other copy to the Editor by 15th March, please.
Soundbow is published by the Golden Bell Press for the Northern Branch of the Norwich Diocesan Association of
Ringers.
Editor: Keith L. Shaw, Spa Croft, Hungate Lane, Aylsham, Norfolk. NR11 6UX
Tel: 01263 732462 E-mail: aylshamtower@supanet.com
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