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Branch Calendar for 2005
Saturday, 9th July
Sunday, 10th July
Saturday, 10th September
Saturday, 24th September
Saturday, 1st October
Saturday, 8th October
Friday, 21st October
Saturday, 6th November
Saturday, 12th November
Saturday, 10th December

BRANCH PRACTICE at INTWOOD - 19.00 h + KETTERINGHAM - 20.00h
RINGING IN COMMEMORATION OF END OF WORLD WAR II - 19.00h.
BRANCH COMMITTEE MEETING - SHERINGHAM - 17.00 h.
QUARTERLY MEETING now at WIVETON - 19.00 h.
NDA STRIKING COMPETITION - Southern Branch
BRANCH TRAFALGAR QUARTER PEAL MONTH BEGINS
ASSOCIATION STANDING COMMITTEE MEETING
BRANCH TRAINING DAY in NORWICH
BRANCH PRACTICE - NORWICH ALL SAINTS CENTRE 19.00h
TRAFALGAR DAY
ASSOCIATION ‘SONGS OF PRAISE’ - Eastern Branch
BRANCH ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING at COLTISHALL 15.00h
followed by a BEETLE DRIVE
BRANCH PRACTICE at AYLSHAM - 14.00 h. (to be confirmed)

BRANCH OFFICERS & COMMITTEE
Chairman:
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Ringing Master:

Dr. Maureen Gardiner [Cromer] 12, The Boulevard, Sheringham, Norfolk. NR26 8LJ
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01603 620430, E-mail: jayandbeccy@tiscali.co.uk
Jonathan Dickenson [Norwich All Saints]
1, Damien Elton Court, Rose Yard, St. Augustine's St., Norwich, NR3 3BY,
01603 620430, E-mail: Jonathan.Dickenson@martin-acock.com

N.B. At the end of August, Rebecca and Jonathan will be moving to No. 2
Damien Elton Court. Although only just above their present dwelling, the
telephone number will not be the same as that shown above. Until the new
number is known, it would be best to contact either officers through
Jonathan’s cellular phone viz. 07810 441665
Committee Members: Vanessa Bate, Norwich, Mancroft
Steve Day, Norwich St George
Tony Weston, Coltishall
Roy Wiles, Hethersett
David Smith, Salle
Standing Committee: Naomi Greenwood, Norwich St. Giles
Representatives
Soundbow Editor:
Keith L.Shaw [Aylsham] Spa Croft, Hungate Lane, Aylsham, Norfolk. NR11 6UX
01263 732462 Mobile: 07801 186159. E-mail: aylshamtower@supanet.com

Editorial
Most readers will be aware that Sunday, 10th July, 2005, has been designated as the official
day on which the 60th anniversary of the end of World War Two will be commemorated. To that end
it is hoped that bells throughout the land will be rung at 17.00 hrs. on that day. Of course, there are
more ringable bells hanging in towers in our Northern Branch than there are ringers to ring them at
any one time, and doubtless local bands will make their own decisions on if and how these
difficulties should be overcome. Many will feel that all ringable towers should have their bells swung
in some way on that day, even if the suggested national timing cannot be adhered to.
Those associated with the bell restoration project at St. Giles, Norwich, have done well in their
endeavours to raise funds, their efforts coordinated by Project Manager, Kristopher Harper. I note
that £3000 is still being sought for the restoration of the church’s historic peal boards, work which
was always considered as part of the project as a whole. I am confident that St. Giles ringers will
eventually achieve their goals, for I have noted before how a businesslike approach to fund raising,
as adopted by Kristopher and his team, can be such an inspiration to supporters and thus such a
great catalyst towards success. We wish them all well and encourage all who are able to offer their
support to do so, be it monetary or practical.
With the happy report of a ‘Branch Wedding’ in this issue and with the latest joyful news of yet
another engagement of two of our members, one wonders what it is about bell-ringing that plucks at
the strings of the heart in this way? Maybe Cupid lurks up there in the bell chamber and shoots his
little arrows through the rope guides as the unsuspecting couple grapple with the complexities of
Bristol Surprise! We send our hearty congratulations and warmest wishes to David and Naomi and
to Jonathan and Beccy and wish them many happy years ringing the bells together!.
Spa Croft, 1st July, 2005

Northern Branch News
REPORTS ON RECENT MEETINGS
Branch Practice at Salle

Saturday, 9th April.

Yet another well attended branch practice was held on a fresh spring evening. About 25 people
were in attendance from all corners of the branch. The Quality of the ringing was good, considering
the bells' notoriety for being a little hard work. Almost everything was covered, from Call Changes
and Plain Hunt, through Bob Triples and Major, to Lincolnshire Surprise and Bristol Surprise Major.
A good time was had by all, and most of us ended the evening with a nice drink (and cheesy chips)
at the Kings Arms in Reepham's Market Place.
J. D.
Branch Quarterly Meeting at Marsham

Saturday, 11th June

Some twenty members found their way along the well kept grassy tracks of the churchyard, through
the ancient south door, with its upside down keyhole, of Marsham’s medieval parish church, up the
stepladder in the west tower and through the trapdoor into the cosy ringing chamber for this
Quarterly Meeting. Chairman, Maureen Gardiner, kept the business part of the meeting to a
minimum and, following some rope adjustments by our Ringing Master, the greater part of the time
was spent enjoying the pleasant ring of eight, methods ranging from Rounds, Call Changes and
Plain Hunting through Plain Bob, Grandsire and Stedman to Rutland for the more experienced. A
most enjoyable way to spend a summer evening, with several members retiring afterwards to The
Plough in the village to mull over the plight of the world.
Bell Maintenance Training Day in Norwich
Unfortunately cancelled, due to lack of support.

Sunday, 26th June

Branch Outing to Wisbech and the Fens

Monday, 30th May

Report by Andrew Lubbock
The Spring Bank Holiday Monday saw over two dozen Northern Branch and other ringers, visit some
of the great Fenland Churches around Wisbech. The first tower was Clenchwarton (5, 7 cwt in Ab). This lovely
little church, set in a pretty, tree filled graveyard surrounded by houses, gave us all a nice gentle start to the
day with the prospect of many interesting churches and bells to come.
Next, it was the vast perpendicular church of cruciform shape at Terrington St. Clement where the 8
bells (12 cwt in F#) are housed in the huge detached bell tower. These nice bells handled superbly and were a
pleasure to ring. Our last port of call before lunch was the incredible church at Tilney All Saints. This ancient
church with its Norman arcade and splendid double hammer roof is always worth a visit. The heavy six bells
(nearly 17 cwt in E) rung from the ground floor of the large tower, sounded gorgeous when well struck.
Our first church in the afternoon, after suitable refreshment, was St. Peter & St. Paul, Wisbech, where
the tower houses a fine 21 cwt ring of ten in D cast by William Dobson (grandson of Thomas Osborn) of
Downham Market in 1823. These are the fourth oldest complete ring of ten to be cast by one foundry in the
world. The ten bells here gave some of us the rare chance to ring on higher numbers and were much
appreciated. Then we were off to All Saints, Walsoken. This well kept church has a superb Norman arcade, a
medieval aisle roof and a very fine ‘seven sacrament’ font. The bells here are a super sounding ring of six (14
cwt in F) by Thomas Osborn (1795) and were put to good use.
Our last port of call was Terrington St. John, an amazing church by any standards, the very wide nave
here being covered by an arch-braced cambered tie-beam roof. The tower is situated peculiarly to the west
end of the south aisle and has the remains of priests quarters at its base and first floor level. Access to the
ringing chamber is by an offset circular staircase, then by a short passage to an outside lobby above the aisle
roof. Further up the stair an access door leads onto the nave roof and a further passage links up with a
traditional NE corner circular staircase giving access to the roof and a view of the bells set on two levels in this
very narrow tower. Those of us who made it to the top of the tower were surprised by the amount of
movement, not just felt but seen! The bells, again by Osborn, are a very nice sounding ring of 6, (11 cwt in F#)
being rung from a cosy ringing chamber.
The ringing during the day was marshalled splendidly by Jonathan Dickenson, especially considering
the large turnout, with ringing arranged to satisfy everyone’s needs from call-changes upwards. Highlights of
the day were a 3 spliced major at Terrington St Clement and a superb half-course of Cambridge Royal at
Wisbech. I am sure I speak for all who attended in saying ‘a big thank you’ to Jonathan and Beccy for
arranging such a superb day.

FUTURE EVENTS
- This Quarter: . . .
Branch Practice at Intwood and Ketteringham

Saturday, 9th July

The BRANCH PRACTICE on Saturday, 9th July, promises and interesting evening starting at
19.00h. with the light five [5-2-18] at All Saints, Intwood [2 m. NW from Swardeston on the B1113 S.
of Norwich - TG196042]. The practice moves at 20.00h. to the interesting six [8-1-20] at S.Peter,
Ketteringham [4m NE of Wymondham off the A11 - TG164025]. As always, there are bound to be
plenty of opportunities for all ringers to have a good try at the bells.
No Branch Meeting in August
Branch Quarterly Meeting at Wiveton

Saturday, 10th September

The next QUARTERLY MEETING will be at S.Mary’s, Wiveton, where the very pleasant six [11-1-7]
also serve for the parish church across the valley at Cley-next-the-Sea (wedding ringers use
binoculars to spot the bridal party emerging from the south door at Cley!). Wiveton lies about 2
miles to the south of Blakeney on the Holt road [TG043428] and ringing starts at 19.00 hrs.

- Looking Further Ahead: . . .
A QUARTER PEAL FOR NELSON
As featured in the Spring edition of Soundbow, Horatio Nelson’s connections with Norfolk are
certainly coming into the spotlight in this 200th anniversary year of the Battle of Trafalgar, and the
County’s ringers will have plenty of opportunity to register this historic victory over the French and
the Spanish around the commemorative date of Friday, 21st October. The Association has already
announced its intention to hold a Peal Week to run from Saturday, 15th to Saturday, 22nd October,
2005 and doubtless peal ringers within the Branch are already planning their response.
At Northern Branch level our Committee is seeking to open up the celebrations to a wider
ringing circle. To this end, it is suggested that we set ourselves the target of ringing a Trafalgar
Quarter Peal in every ringable tower within the Branch at some time during the month of October.
This will be quite a challenge in which a large number of ringers can be involved, and it may well
encourage several ‘first time quarter pealers’ and perhaps ‘lapsed quarter pealers’ too! It is very
much hoped that all tower captains and competent ringers within the Branch will feel able to support
this initiative.
It is hoped that, wherever possible, tower captains and local ringers will make arrangements
to ring a ‘Trafalgar Quarter’ both at their own tower and at any other local tower in need of support in
putting a band together. The quarter may be rung at any time in October, inviting outside ringers, of
course, to make up the band where necessary. When these arrangements are in place, tower
captains are asked to register their intentions with the Branch Ringing Master, Jonathan Dickenson
(see head of this news sheet for contact details).
In towers where bands cannot be assembled as suggested above, or where there is a
shortfall of ringers that cannot be overcome through the usual channels, an approach may be made
to the Ringing Master who will maintain a list of ringers willing to step in, even perhaps at short
notice, to make up the band. Ringers wishing to be included on the Ringing Master’s list should let
Jonathan know, specifying which methods they would be prepared to ring.
The logistics of this exercise are quite daunting, but our Ringing Master and our Secretary,
Rebecca Simpson (same address as Jonathan) have undertaken to act as a ‘clearing house’ as it
were, and keep a register of the needs of each tower. To complete the project, special
arrangements can be made for towers that, for any reason, are unable to respond to the initiative.
PLEASE START TO THINK ABOUT YOUR ‘TRAFALGAR QUARTER’ NOW AND LET JONATHAN
OR REBECCA KNOW OF YOUR TOWER’S INTENTIONS AND/OR ANY ASSOCIATED
PROBLEMS. NELSON WAS A MAN OF NORFOLK AND IT WOULD BE A GREAT
ACHIEVEMENT FOR THE NORTHERN BRANCH OF OUR ASSOCIATION IF WE COULD
RECORD A QUARTER PEAL IN EVERY RINGABLE TOWER IN THE BRANCH DURING THE
TRAFALGAR MONTH OF OCTOBER

BRANCH TRAINING DAY
A Branch Training Day is being planned for Saturday, 8th October, 2005, using the simulator at
Norwich - S.Giles. and possibly also using St. George, Colegate if there is enough interest. The
session will start at 3pm, until 5pm and will probably focus on Plain Hunt on 5 and 6, and Plain Bob
Doubles and Minor, and possibly alongside some basic bell handling practice. Anyone interested in
taking part in this event, either as a student or as a helper, is asked to let the Ringing Master know
as soon as possible

Wedding Bells
David Roy Smith [Salle] and Naomi Greenwood [Norwich St. Giles]
On a overcast but dry summer’s day, and in the perfect setting of Salle Parish Church, the
wedding of our two Branch Representatives on the Association Standing Committee took
place on Saturday last, 25th June. Following the pre-service ringing on the noble 18 cwt.
eight of SS. Peter & Paul, the Bride made her dignified entrance on the arm of her father
and attended by her bridesmaid, her sister Esther, to the stately music of the Coro from
Handel’s Water Music.
The service was conducted by Canon Michael Paddison, the familiar words of the wedding
service being supplemented with the reading of Psalm 121 and ‘Being in Love’, an extract
from Mere Christianity by C.S. Lewis. The three hymns were To God be the glory, Breath
on me breath of God and Love divine. During the signing of the register, the Bride’s cousins
provided musical contributions, Rachel Perkins playing some impressive unaccompanied
Bach on the cello and her sister Hannah a delightful Boccherini Minuet arranged for flute
and keyboard.
As the happy couple recessed to Mendelssohn’s Wedding March, the bells made their
proclamation to the outside world. The ringers were joined for a short while by the bride and
groom for a few minutes of rounds before departing, after a photographic session, with their
guests to Hevingham Village Hall for a reception. It is understood that a honeymoon is
being spent in the Lake District.
At East Raynham on Saturday, 11th June, 2005, a Peal of 5040 changes of Grandsire
Triples (J. J. Parker’s 12 part 7th obs.) was rung in 2 hours and 50 minutes as a
compliment to DAVID SMITH and NAOMI GREENWOOD on their forthcoming
wedding. The band comprised: Louise Sayer 1, Aubrey Forster 2, Andrew Lubbock 3,
Naomi Greenwood 4, Daniel Sayer 5, David Smith 6, David McLean [C] 7, Gilbert Larter 8.
At Hevingham on Thursday, 23rd June, 2005, a Quarter Peal of 1290 Mixed Doubles
was rung in the village of the wedding reception to celebrate the forthcoming marriage at
Salle Parish Church of David Smith and Naomi Greenwood. The ringers were Keith Shaw
[Organist] 1, Naomi Greenwood [Bride] 2, Andrew Lubbock [Conductor] 3, Daniel Sayer
[Best Man] 4, David Smith [Bridegroom] 5.
At All Saints Centre, Norwich on the morning of the wedding, a Quarter Peal of 1260
Union Bob Doubles. The ringers were: Richard Turk 1, Beccy Simpson 2, Dawn Pullan 3,
Faith Pearce 4, Jonathan Dickenson (C) 5, Michael Sheldon 6. 1st in method for all

…and an Engagement
It is with much delight that ringers throughout the Association greet the news of the
engagement on Saturday, 18th June, of our Branch Ringing Master, Jonathan Dickenson,
and our Branch Secretary, Rebecca Simpson. Soundbow readers may recall from our
previous news sheet that both are avid quarter peal ringers, having featured in the Ringing
World’s list of Leading Quarter Peal Ringers for 2004. We send them our hearty
congratulations and our warmest wishes for a happy future together.

Members Achievements
CONGRATULATIONS:
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

To David Smith who, on 28th March at Knapton, conducted his first quarter peal
of Norwich Surprise Minor.
To Michael Peters who, on 20th April at Reymerston, successfully called a
quarter in a six-bell method for the first time.
To Richard Turk who, on 23rd April at Norwich - S. George Colegate, for the first
time rang an inside bell in a Surprise method for a quarter peal.
To Laura Ward who, on 6th May at Norwich - All Saints, for the first time rang an
inside bell in a minor method for a quarter peal
To Matthew Armstrong who, on 16th May at Gimingham rang in his first quarter
peal on a working bell.
To Peter Wood who, on 18th May at Reymerston, rang inside for a quarter peal
of Plain Bob Minor for the first time.
To Michael Sheldon who, on 20th May at Norwich - All Saints, rang in his 75th
quarter peal.
To Maureen Gardiner, Tower Captain at Cromer, who, on 11th June at Aylsham,
rang in her first quarter peal of a Surprise Major method’
To Chris Brown who, on 1st June at Reymerston, rang inside for a quarter peal
of Grandsire Doubles for the first time.
To Louise Sayer who, on 11th June at East Raynham rang in her first peal on
eight bells.
To Jane Mayhew who, on 14th June at Norwich - All Saints, rang her first quarter
peal of treble bob.

Around Our Towers
AYLSHAM - S. Michael & All Angels
E-mail: aylshamtower@supanet.com

Correspondent: Keith Shaw 01263 732462
Tower Web site: www.aylshamtower.org.uk

Ringing Times: All ringers welcome - and especially on Sundays.
For Sunday Services - 09.40 to 10.00 hrs. Tuesday Practice - 19.30 to 21.00 hrs.

St. Michael’s Guild are delighted to be able to report that Aylsham tower is now open to
ringers once again following the seven month ‘stand off’ due to the building work at the west
end of the church. Ringing times are listed above. Visitors to the ringing chamber are
warned that because of the raising of the floor level at the back of the church the entrance
door to the stairs is now about 12 inches LOWER than previously. MIND YOUR HEAD!
St. Michael’s Guild Annual Ringing Outing will take place this year on Saturday, 30th July. It is
being organised by Theo Crowder. Ringing friends and spouses are cordially invited to join Guild
Members for this anticipated pleasant day of ringing and social exchange. Just turn up at any or all
of the towers listed below, although it may be prudent to contact the Correspondent just prior to the
event in case of last minute changes.:
10.15 h. - Quidenham 8[15-0-14], 11.30 h. - Garboldisham 6[11-1-21], 14.00 h. - South Lopham
6[20-3-14], 15.00 h. - North Lopham 8[10-2-0], 16.15 h. - Kenninghall 8[15-2-3]. The Chequers Inn
in Bressingham has been suggested as a suitable hostelry for a lunch break between the second
and third towers.

[Aylsham cont’d]
Repeat Notice: The Annual Dinner of St. Michael's Guild of Ringers will be held on Saturday,
29th October, 2005, at Bramley's Restaurant, Market Place, Aylsham. This is always a pleasant
occasion when ringing friends and spouses are cordially invited to join Guild Members for a three
course dinner and a relaxing evening of social exchange. Cost will be approx. £14. Names, please,
to the Correspondent by 15th October.

On Saturday, 11 June 2005, a Quarter Peal of 1280 Spliced Surprise Major (Cambridge/
Yorkshire) was rung with Keith Shaw 1, Faith Pearce 2, Beccy Simpson 3, Maureen
Gardiner 4, Jon Spreadbury 5, David Rant 6, Martin Howe 7, Jonathan Dickenson [C] 8.
COLTISHALL - S. John the Baptist
CROMER - Ss. Peter & Paul
DRAYTON - S. Margaret

Correspondent: Mrs. A Weston 01603 737269
Correspondent: Dr. M. Gardiner 01263 825779
Correspondent: David Roberts 01603 754237

DEREHAM - S. Nicholas

Correspondents: See below

On Sunday, 5th June, 2005, a Quarter Peal of 1260 changes of Plain Bob Triples was
rung as a farewell to Alice Longden prior to her departure to America on her gap year. The
ringers were Sarah Seaman 1, Rosemary Ditchman 2, Beccy Simpson 3, Alice Longden 4,
Jonathan Dickenson 5, Peter Trent 6, David McLean[C] 7, Bill Dingle 8.
During Jenny Noel-Tod’s continuing indisposition the Correspondent’s duties are being shared
between Paul Edwards [01362 697122] and Bill Dingle [01362 695624].
ERPINGHAM - S. Mary
Correspondent: David Davison 01263 761560
On the first Sunday of each month there is usually a Quarter Peal attempt at 08.30 h. [contact
Lawrence Smith 01263 734499 if you would like to be on the list of possible ringers for this].
A Quarter Peal of 1260 changes of Cambridge Surprise Minor was rung on Sunday, 1st May,
2005, before Morning Service. The band was Keith Shaw 1, Theo Crowder 2, Maureen Gardiner 3,
Alan Syder 4, Lawrence Smith 5, Mark Philipson[C] 6.
A Quarter Peal of 1260 changes of Double Court Minor was rung on Sunday, 5th June, 2005,
before Morning Service. The band was Theo Crowder 1, Keith Shaw 2, David Hoare 3, Daniel
Phillips 4, Lawrence Smith 5, David Brown[C] 6.
GIMINGHAM - All Saints
Correspondent: Derick Grey 01692 405138
th
On Monday, 16 May, 2005, a Quarter Peal of 1260 changes of Plain Bob Doubles was rung as
a 14th birthday compliment to Matthew Armstrong. The band comprised Matthew Armstrong 1,
Andrew Lubbock [C] 2, Barry Goodliffe 3, Maureen Gardiner 4, Derick Grey 5.
HETHERSETT - S. Remigius

Correspondent: Roy Wiles 01603 812049

HEVINGHAM - S, Mary V. & S. Botolph
Correspondent: J.P.Barber 01603 279329
For recent quarter peal see under ‘Wedding Bells’ article.
HEYDON - Ss. Peter & Paul
Correspondent: E. V. Shipham 01263 587865
There has been a request to the Editor’s office for the bells to be rung at Heydon at 19.00 hrs. on
Sunday, 23rd October this year. This may be the opportunity to go for the ‘Trafalgar Quarter’ at this
tower. Anyone interested in taking part please contact either the Editor or the Ringing Master.
HOLT - S. Andrew

Correspondent: Mrs. S Goodman 01263 741123

Sue Goodman asks that would be callers note that her telephone number is 01263 741123 and not as

previously published in Soundbow and the Annual Report. [Sorry for the mistake on our part, Sue Ed.]

HORSHAM S. FAITH - Ss.Andrew & Mary
INTWOOD - All Saints

Correspondent: Mrs. L Holness 01603 898801
Correspondent: Dr. L. M. Parker 01603 811330

KETTERINGHAM - S. Peter
Correspondent: Dr. L M. Parker 01603 811330
On Saturday, 2nd April, 2005, a Quarter Peal of 1260 changes of Plain Bob Minor was rung
during NDA Quarter-Peal Week to mark the retirement of Rev. Canon Peter Stephens, Team Rector
of High Oak, Hingham, Scoulton & Wood Rising and former Rural Dean of Humbleyard Deanery.
The ringers were Mary Parker 1, Rosamunde Codling 2, Bethany Doggett 3, Anita Wilson 4, Roy
Wiles [C] 5, Teresa Doggett 6.
KNAPTON - S.S. Peter & Paul.
Correspondent: A. J. Lubbock 01263 722929
Tower Problem Andrew Lubbock reports:
Ringing was temporarily suspended at Knapton recently following an inspection of a crack in the
tower. Following a visit from a structural engineer, ringing will resume along normal patterns while
monitoring of the crack takes place. It is likely that a temporary repair can be made in the near
future until sufficient funds are available for a full solution to the problem.
The Knapton Outing 2005
Another year gone, in fact this was our tenth successive Annual Outing. This year we
returned to Suffolk to visit towers just north of Ipswich. Our first tower was actually a revisit for many
of us, being Stonham Aspal, where the unusual wooden topped tower, which has the church porch
at its base, houses a 23 cwt ring of 10 in Eb. Having negotiated the long ladder to gain access to the
very small ringing chamber, we didn’t disgrace ourselves on what are very tricky bells, especially the
back five, ringing mainly call changes and plain hunt and finishing with a creditable touch of Plain
Bob on the back eight.
After a break for refreshments we arrived at Coddenham where once again the tower is
strangely located, this time at the west end of the north aisle, adjacent to the porch which is bizarrely
at an angle of 60 degrees to the aisle. Access to the tower this time is up a wooden staircase not
dissimilar to that at East Dereham. The bells here are a fine 14 cwt 8 in F#, and were put to good
use with a wide range of methods to suit all, including Grandsire and Double Norwich.
Our last location before lunch was Ashbocking, where the Tudor brick tower contains a very
fine 1920’s 10 cwt. ring of 6 in Ab by Taylor’s (except the 4th which is by Miles Grey - 1625). These
lovely bells were much enjoyed to many methods, the highlight being a faultless course of London.
After our customary picnic lunch we visited the 8 bell (8 cwt. in Ab) ring at Henley. This
pretty little church houses a wonderful and easy to ring peal of bells, rung from an enclosed gallery.
Many peal boards grace the walls here, including one detailing a remarkable achievement by the
local band during the sixties when they rang a peal of Superlative, with the entire band having been
taught by the Tower Captain, Howard Egglestone. Along with Stedman and Grandsire an excellent
half-course of Cambridge was much enjoyed here.
Our final destination was Otley, another lovely church hidden behind the trees just outside
the village. We were fortunate here to be allowed to see the remarkable Total Immersion Baptismal
Font which is hidden under the floor in the vestry. The 6 bells (10cwt in G) are a super ring and were
well rung including a course of Norwich and a delightful touch of my favourite, Double Court.
Andrew Lubbock
On Monday, 28th March, 2005, a Quarter Peal of 1260 changes of Norwich Surprise Minor was
rung for Easter and as part of the Association’s Quarter Peal Week with Daniel Sayer 1, Andrew
Lubbock 2, Jenny Forster 3, Aubrey Forster 4, Naomi Greenwood 5, David Smith [C] 6.
On Saturday, 30th April, 2005, a Quarter Peal of 1260 changes of Doubles [2m/1v] was rung to
mark the retirement from Knapton Parish Council of Henry Wild after 57 years continuous service.
The ringers were Robert Goodliffe 1, Roger Broadest 2, Louise Sayer 3, Barry Goodliffe 4, Andrew
Lubbock [C] 5, George Riseborough 6.
MARSHAM - All Saints

Correspondent: John Wallman [Churchwarden]
01263 735977

MATTISHALL - All Saints
Tower Captain & Correspondent: Mrs. I. Coe 01362 858657
Please note that we published an incorrect digit in Iris Coe’s telephone number in the last edition of
Soundbow. We have now corrected this in the above information.
NORTHREPPS - S.Mary the Virgin
Correspondent: Mrs. Jill Breeze 01263 579699
On 24th April, 2005, a Quarter Peal of 1260 changes of Grandsire Doubles was rung for Choral
Evensong and to mark the licensing of the Rev. Stephen Smith as Priest in charge of Cardington,
Bedfordshire. The band comprised Tricia Francis 1, Jenny Forster 2, Aubrey Forster 3, Andrew
Lubbock [C] 4, Derick Grey 5, Richard Adamek 6,
NORWICH - All Saints Centre
Correspondent: Jonathan Dickenson 01603 620430
On Friday, 6th May, 2005, a Quarter Peal of 1260 changes of Plain Bob Minor was rung to
celebrate Barnet Town F.C's victory in the League by Maria Middleditch 1, Laura Ward 2, Beccy
Simpson 3, Jon Spreadbury 4, Richard Turk 5, Jonathan Dickenson [C] 6.
On Friday, 20th May, 2005, a Quarter Peal of 1260 changes of Grandsire Doubles was rung halfmuffled to lament Norwich City Football Club’s demotion from the Premiership. The band comprised
Jonathan Dickenson 1, Faith Pearce 2, Beccy Simpson [C] 3, Richard Turk 4, Michael Sheldon 5,
Laura Ward 6.
On Tuesday, 14th June, 2005, a Quarter Peal of 1272 changes of Cambridge Surprise Minor
was rung by Jane Mayhew 1, Dawn Pullan 2, Beccy Simpson 3, Jonathan Dickenson 4, Anthony
Sargent 5, Paul Norris [C] 6.
On Tuesday, 22nd March, 2005, a Quarter Peal of 1320 changes of Durham Surprise Minor was
rung by Matthew Clements 1, Russell Cameron 2, Dawn Pullan 3, Mike Clements 4, Anthony
Sargent 5, Paul Norris [C] 6.
On Tuesday, 19th April, 2005, a Quarter Peal of 1320 changes of Eagle Surprise Minor was rung
by Matthew Clements 1, Russell Cameron 2, Mike Clements 3, Dawn Pullan 4, Anthony Sargent
5, Paul Norris [C] 6. This was the first quarter peal in this method for all.
NORWICH - S. George, Colegate
Correspondent: Mrs Dawn Pullan 01508 550001
On Saturday, 23rd April, 2005, a Quarter Peal of 1320 changes of Cambridge Surprise Minor
was rung for St. George’s Day by Barbara Mesney 1, Mo Cubitt 2, Richard Turk 3, Beccy Simpson
[C] 4, David Cubitt 5, Jonathan Dickenson 6.
On Sunday, 15th May, 2005, a Quarter Peal of 1260 changes of Grandsire Doubles was rung
half-muffled in memory of Mary Chandler, Churchwarden at Colegate for many years. The band
comprised: David Pearce 1, Faith Pearce 2, Barbara Mesney 3, Beccy Simpson 4, Jonathan
Dickenson [C] 5, Dawn Pullan 6.
NORWICH - S.Giles-on-the-Hill
Website: www.stgilesnorwich.org.uk
Bell Restoration Project -

Correspondent: Mrs Naomi Smith 01603 629488
Latest report from Kristopher Harper [Project Manager]

The first phase of the £15,000 restoration work at St Giles started on the 12th May with the removal
of the 7th bell ready for its trip to Whitechapel on Friday 13th. The removal and journey to
Whitechapel went smoothly. It is hoped that the bell and the associated fittings will be returned to
the tower by the beginning of July.
We are still need of £3,000 to allow us to start work on the historic peal boards later in the year.
Please take a moment to check out our web site for the latest information on the progress of the
restoration project. The web site also contains information about the history of St Giles, our Peal
Book entries, other events, details of our practice nights.
I would welcome any comments about the web site or ideas for future fund-raising events.
On Thursday, 12th May, 2005, a final Quarter Peal of 1260 changes of Doubles (11 m) was rung
on the bells prior to restoration and before the service for the installation of the new vicar. The
ringers were Naomi Greenwood 1, David R Smith 2, Faith Pearce 3, Jonathan Dickenson [C] 4,
Steve Day 5, Michael Sheldon 6, Kris Harper 7, Richard Turk 8.

NORWICH - S. Peter Mancroft
PASTON - S. Margaret

Correspondent: Mr T Roast
Correspondent: Mrs. A Digby 01263 720616

REYMERSTON - S. Peter
Correspondent: B. Taylor 01362 850423
On Wednesday, 20th April, 2005, a Quarter Peal of 1260 changes of Plain Bob Minor was rung
by Rachel Jackson 1, Teresa Doggett 2, Chris Brown 3, Peter Woodcock 4, Keith Tinsey 5, Michael
Peters [C] 6.
On Wednesday, 4th May, 2005, a Quarter Peal of 1296 changes of Surprise Minor (Norwich /
Cambridge) was rung by Bethany Doggett 1, Teresa Doggett 2, Alastair Andrews 3, Michael Peters
4, Keith Tinsey 5, Martin Howe [C] 6.
On Sunday, 8th May, 2005, a Quarter Peal of 1260 changes of Plain Bob Minor was rung to mark
the 60th anniversary of VE-Day by: Teresa Doggett 1, Bethany Doggett 2, Mark Tweedie 3, Chris
Brown 4, Michael Peters 5, Keith Tinsey [C] 6.
On Wednesday, 18th May 2005, a Quarter Peal of 1260 changes of Plain Bob Minor was rung by
Anne Wood 1, Bethany Doggett 2, Peter Wood 3, Teresa Doggett 4, Michael Peters 5, Keith Tinsey
[C] 6.
On Wednesday, 1st June, 2005, a Quarter Peal of 1260 changes of Grandsire Doubles was
dedicated to tower captain Stephen High to welcome him back to ringing after his recent ill health.
The ringers were: Michael Peters [C] 1, Teresa Doggett 2, Peter Wood 3, Chris Brown 4, Mark
Tweedie 5, Doreen Dixon 6.
SALLE - Ss. Peter & Paul Correspondent: Mr. Booth, 50 Bircham Rd. Reepham, Norwich. NR10 4NQ
On Saturday, 25th June, 2005, the bells rang out in celebration of the wedding of Tower Captain,
David Smith and the Tower Captain of Norwich - St. Giles, Naomi Greenwood.
SCOTTOW - All Saints

Correspondent: Rev. A. R. Long, The Vicarage, Worstead, North Walsham.
NR28 9SE

SHIPDHAM - All Saints
SOUTH REPPS - S. James
STRATTON STRAWLESS - S.Margaret
WESTON LONGVILLE - All Saints

Correspondent: Peter Woodcock 01362 695486
Correspondent: Derick Grey 01692 405138
Correspondent: Mrs. C. Monk 01603 897821
Correspondent: Michael Clements 01603 261761

WYMONDHAM - S. Mary & S. Thomas
Correspondent: John Dowe 01953 603273
In conjunction with the Festival 'Celebration in Flowers', we were pleased to be able to revive the
custom of inviting each of the four branches of the Norwich D. A. to ring a quarter at Wymondham
Abbey. Three of the four branches were successful and we enjoyed hearing some good ringing.
Our thanks go to the forty ringers who participated, with extra thanks to those who arranged the
bands.
Hayden Charles
On Thursday, 2nd June, 2005, a Quarter Peal of 1282 changes of Cambridge Surprise Royal
was rung for the opening night of the Wymondham Flower Festival by members of the Northern
Branch of the N.D.A. The band comprised Rosemary Charles 1, Jonathan Dickenson 2, Teresa J
Doggett 3, Rebecca Simpson 4, Hayden J. Charles 5, Faith Pearce 6, David R. Smith 7, Martin
Cubitt 8, Stephen J. Day 9, Jon Spreadbury [C] 10. This was the first S. Royal for Faith and David
and for Jon as conductor.
On Saturday, 4th June, 2005 , a Quarter Peal of 1259 changes of Grandsire Caters was rung on
the occasion of the Flower Festival by members of the Southern Branch of the N.D.A. The band
comprised Dawn Pullan 1, Elisabeth R. Spry 2, Gale Hodgkinson 3, Paul D T Cattermole 4, Paul J.
Norris 5, Ruth E Ogden 6, Michael H. Hodgkinson [C] 7, Jeremy Warren 8, J. Jeffrey Fox 9, Anthony
G. Sargent 10
On Sunday, 5th June, 2005 , a Quarter Peal of 1313 changes of Grandsire Caters was rung on
the occasion of the Flower Festival by members of the Western Branch of the N.D.A. The band
comprised David Riley 1, Angela Clifton 2, Judy Howard 3, Peter Adcock 4, Jonathon White 5,
Roger Peckham 6, Simon Rudd [C] 7, Adrian Clifton 8, Amanda Richmond 9, Dennis Allcock 10.

The Tower in the Spotlight
St. Mary Magdalen – Mulbarton
This current series in Soundbow focuses on a ringing tower in the Northern Branch. In this issue,
George Moore tells us some of the historic details of St. Mary’s church and of Mulbarton’s bells.
.
There is evidence of a church at Mulbarton from the reign of Edward the Confessor (10421066) and the church is mentioned in the Domesday Book. Thomas De Stomer, Lord of the Manor
at the end of the 13th century, was said to have been sorry for his part in the execution of a
convicted thief and to have founded the present to make some amends. One of his successors, Sir
William De Hoo (d, 1410), rebuilt the nave and tower in the decorated style of architecture.
There are few sources for the early history of the Mulbarton bells, apart from a sum of 40 shillings
left in the will of Thomas Caukhill towards a new bell. Even the 1552 inventory, which most Norfolk
churches have, has not been identified for Mulbarton. It is thought, however, that there were at least
three bells in the tower by the 16th century, and that they became five during the massive expansion
of change ringing in the 17th century.
The Mulbarton ringers travelled far and wide during the 18th and 19th centuries to take part
in the ringing competitions which were popular events in Norfolk and Suffolk over a long period,
winning a prize at Bedingham in 1842*. The Norfolk Chronicle for 14th September, 1844, reports a
performance of 1200 changes on the heavy ring of five at Forncett by the Mulbarton ringers, who
issued a challenge to “all Norfolk to ring ten peals on this capital ring of five”.
The treble of the Mulbarton five was recast in 1808, and by 1897 extensive repairs took
place which are commemorated on a brass plate in the ringing chamber - “These bells were re-hung
at a cost of £100 in commemoration of the Diamond Jubilee of Queen Victoria - 1897. In 1904 a
new bell-frame was needed, and Shaws of Bradford provided a new metal frame designed for six
bells, recasting the second of the five at the same time. The sixth pit was filled in 1947 when a new
treble bell was added.
Inscriptions:
Treble: Given by his parents in memory of Geoffrey Alfred Frederick
Middleton - Sapper, Royal Engineers - killed in action at Dunkirk,
May 28. 1940. [Whitechapel Foundry mark and date - 1947]
2. Thomas Mears & Son of London Fecit 1808
3. Shaw Son & Co. Founders Bradford 1904 [the old bell was
inscribed - Anno Dmi. 1612]
4. Anno Dni. 1616
5. Tho. Newman made mee 1714.
6. John Brand made me 1653.
William Brand, the original founder of the 3rd and 4th , Thomas Newman and John Brand all
worked from the Norwich bell foundry. The tenor bell weighs approximately 8 cwt. and the peal is
tuned to the key of A. The ring was very popular with visiting peal ringers in the 1950s and 1960s,
over 50 peals having been rung during that period, although only one peal board hangs in the
ringing chamber indicating two first peals rung. It is inscribed:Saturday, Jan. 5th 1946, in 2 hrs 52 mins.
5040 changes consisting of six extents each of
Canterbury Reverse, St. Simons and Plain Bob
and 24 of Grandsire
Mrs. F. C. Goodman Treble
F. Nolan Golden 3.
Fred. W. Middleton 2.
Henry Tooke 4
F. Charles Goodman Tenor
Conducted by Nolan Golden
The first peal on the bells

On Monday Oct. 27th 1947, in 2 hrs. 48 mins
A peal of Plain Bob Minor consisting of seven
different extents
Miss Nancy Hall Treble
Herbert Nichols 4
Fred. W. Middleton 2
Harry J. Hall 5
Mrs. F. C. Goodman 3 F. Charles Goodman Tenor
Conducted by F. Charles Goodman
The first peal of Minor on the bells

The timber ladders to the second storey silence chamber were replaced in 1984 with a metal ladder
from a redundant railway signal. Rope guides were supplied and fixed in the ringing chamber in
October, 2000, by Aubrey Forster, much improving rope handling.
During the past 40 years teams of ringers have been formed in Mulbarton but have not been
able to continue. Bells are rung during the year for weddings and special occasions, with much help
from N.D.A. Members.
[* - Now a derelict ring of five in the Southern Branch which the Editor last visited and
examined in the company of the church’s architect, the Diocesan Bells Adviser and a representative
from English Heritage in 1993 in an unsuccessful bid to instigate a restoration project.]

.
Towers previously featured in 'Tower in the Spotlight' series:
Gimingham, All Saints – Spring ‘05
Tunstead, St Mary the Virgin – Winter ‘04
Norwich, St Giles – Autumn ‘04
Erpingham, St Mary – Summer ‘04
Drayton, S. Margaret - Spring '04
Salle, SS. Peter & Paul - Winter '03
Lyng, S. Margaret - Autumn '03
Cromer, SS. Peter & Paul - Summer '03

Coltishall, S.John Baptist - Spring '03
Norwich.,S.George,Colegate - Winter '02
Sparham, S. Mary - Autumn '02
Holt, S. Andrew - Summer '02
Reymerston, S.Peter - Spring '02
Dereham, S.Nicholas - Winter '01
Wymondham Abbey - Autumn '01
Knapton, SS.Peter & Paul - Summer '01

If you would like your tower to be featured in the Tower in the Spotlight series, please contact the Editor by
31st July, 2005 - otherwise this series will be drawn to a close after the next edition of Soundbow

Letters to the Editor
Dear Keith,
I thought some Soundbow readers may be interested in my recent visit to Harrogate for the 108th
Meeting of the Central Council of Church Bell Ringers held over the Spring Bank Holiday Weekend
earlier this year.
I decided to travel by rail on this occasion leaving Sheringham Station mid-morning. Arriving at
Norwich I found that all the trains to Peterborough were cancelled for line works so I had to take a
Rail Replacement Bus instead. This meant I missed my next train to Leeds which put me behind
schedule, however the train I did get was luxury, being ex-Eurostar. From Leeds I went to
Ribblehead where a friend who is a rep for the Lancs Association took me by car to Kirkby Lonsdale
for a couple of nights.
On the Sunday, after service ringing at K.L. we set off to Harrogate for a new members get together
and to meet members of all the various committees. This was followed by an open meeting on
Health and Safety - it appears that insurance companies are beginning to demand risk assessment
plans for all church work, but especially in towers, where matters like bell maintenance, teaching
and even ordinary ringing come under their microscope. A ‘Songs of Praise’ at St. Peter’s later in
the day was followed by a donning of glad rags for the Dinner and Speeches. Here I caught up with
people that I hadn’t seen for years!
Meetings on the Monday included the receiving of reports from the various committees, (all of which
had been previously published in the R.W.) the election of the committee members for the next three
years and the Ringing World AGM. Two things of note - congratulations were given to Philip Earis
on the longest handbell peal ever rung, and Michael Henshaw stood down as President, having
served his three year term. Derick Sibson was elected in his place.
The next day I returned to Holt - alas too late to join you for the Aylsham practice, Keith, but much
wiser for the Harrogate experience.
Yours sincerely, Theo.

Dear Editor,
We are holding another Barn Dance in aid of the Gressenhall Bells Augmentation Fund on
Saturday November 26th 7.30pm. It is being held in Swanton Morley village hall (as we are unable
to use the Gressenhall Social Club this time). Please could you advertise this event in your next
Northern Branch newsletter so people can put the date in their diaries. There will be a bar, buffet,
raffle etc. and the hall can hold twice as many people than the social club so we are hoping to make
this a big event. Many thanks and best wishes
Johnathon White, Gressenhall

Norwich Diocesan Association of Ringers
News and Reports
NDA ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING - SATURDAY, 7th MAY, 2005 - Report from Beccy Simpson
A fairly good turnout was had at the Association's Annual General Meeting, hosted this year
by ourselves in the Northern Branch. Four towers were open prior to the Service - Bacton,
Gimingham, Southrepps, and Northrepps, and thanks go to those who opened up the towers and to
those who ran each ringing session.
The service was held in Northrepps church following which members moved directly to the
village hall for the Business Meeting (contrary to tradition, since the tea is usually consumed before
the Meeting!). A new Association Ringing Master has been proposed in Michael Clements from
Weston Longville/Mancroft. The new treasurer is Michael Parker, of Kessingland. The Association's
thanks went out to Daniel Sayer for his time as Treasurer.
It was reported that The 100 Club previously run by Mrs. Betty Baines, is now run jointly
between the branches. The 100 Club draw was held at the end of the Meeting.
Thanks were expressed to Jill Breeze of North Repps and her band of helpers who prepared
an extraordinary tea, and also to Maureen Gardiner, Northern Branch Chairman, who worked many
hours to co-ordinate the preparations for the meeting and organise the raffle (drawn after the
Meeting and raising over £500 for bell restoration). The newly-resurrected bookstall was also open
for business at the end of the Meeting, and sales in excess of £50 were made.
The day ended with evening ringing at Felmingham, where these lovely bells were rung for
90 minutes to varying methods, including the Branch Ringing Master's suggestion of a touch of
Grandsire Caters.
NATIONAL COMMEMORATION 60th ANNIVERSARY OF THE END OF WORLD WAR TWO
A poster to place on church notice boards is available to download at
http://www.cccbr.org.uk/prc/poster100705
RINGING ROADSHOW 2005 - Saturday, 10th September
The Web Site for Ringing Roadshow 2005 (10th September, 2005) will shortly be setting up a facility
for ringers to register their e-mail addresses, in order to receive regular bulletins about preparations
for the September Roadshow. To sign up for this mailing service, the link for the Roadshow is:
http://www.ringingroadshow2005.org.uk/
Ringing Roadshow - Update from Peter Davies (RR2005 Organiser):
You can now order tickets from the Roadshow web site (http://www.ringingroadshow2005.org.uk).
Visit the site to print an order form and send it with your cheque to the address on the form. You can
pay by electronic transfer if you wish but we would prefer a SAE and your cheque to save on
postage! The tickets will be posted to you about one month before the event. Remember you can
claim a 20% discount if you order 25 or more tickets en bloc".

Griston Five-Bell Plate
Soundbow has received no news on the Griston Five Bell Plate Striking Competition which, it is
understood, took place on the 4th June, 2005. The Editor would be pleased to publish a report on
this event if anyone with the appropriate information cares to write in.
NDA 100 Club
If anybody is wanting to renew their 100 club membership, or if new people wish to join, please
contact the Branch Secretary. This is a good way for the NDA to raise money for their bell fund, and
it costs just £1 per month for a number. We can issue a number for an individual, a couple, or even
an entire tower (and I know a number of people, especially in the Sparham / Lyng area have made a
good profit out of it!
Parking Arrangements – All Saints Centre, Norwich
In recent times the All Saints Centre ringers in Norwich have found it more and more difficult to park
anywhere near the church in the city centre. Jonathan Dickenson has organised with Barclays Bank
for the use of their car park (situated on Westlegate, just beyond McDonalds). This car park holds
about 15 car park spaces, and although locked at night, the All Saints ringers hold a key to open up
when their evening bellringing practice is in progress. It will be possible for the car park to be open
for the Branch Practice in October, for those interested in ringing there.
TRAFALGAR 200 - Trafalgar Day, 21st October, 2005
It has been proposed that, in view of Nelson's Norfolk origins and historical connections, it would be
appropriate to arrange peal ringing for the celebrations of the 200th anniversary of the Battle of
Trafalgar on Friday, 21st October, 2005. It would provide an opportunity to publicise ringing, as a
calendar of events for the County is being maintained on a web-site run by the Norfolk Organising
Committee. To this end an Association Peal Week has been declared by the Standing Committee
to run from Saturday, 15th to Saturday, 22nd October, 2005.
In connection with these Trafalgar celebrations, Paul Cattermole is asking for information about
ringers who were former pupils of Paston School, attended by Nelson, as it is hoped to arrange a
peal band. Contact details for Paul are to be found in the Annual Report.
N.D.A. LIBRARY
The removal of the Association Library from Wymondham Abbey to the new Studies Centre at
Norwich Cathedral has now been completed and can be visited during the Centre’s opening times,
viz: Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays from 10.00 to 16.00 hrs.

N.D.A. SONGS OF PRAISE, 2005.
The Association Songs of Praise Service is to be organised by the Eastern Branch this year. It will
be held on Sunday, 6th November, at Barton Turf Parish Church.

The Editor is grateful to all who have contributed in any way to this edition of Soundbow, especially

Hayden Charles, Iris Coe, Theo Crowder, Jonathan Dickenson, Kristopher Harper,
Andrew Lubbock, David McLean, George Moore, Rebecca Simpson, Mark Tweedie
The 2005 Autumn Edition of Soundbow will be published on 1st October. Articles and letters for publication,
news from towers and of ringers, peals and quarter peals for inclusion, and all other copy to the Editor
by 15th September, please.
Soundbow is published by the Golden Bell Press for the Northern Branch of the N.D.A.
Editor - Keith L. Shaw, Spa Croft, Hungate Lane, Aylsham, Norfolk. NR11 6UX.
01263 732462
e-mail: aylshamtower@supanet.com

